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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AS FROM APRIL 1, a Council for Codes of Practice will be 
established within the BSI, to be responsible for all work on 
Codes p. 451 


“WE MUST NOT BE TOO DELICATE of manners to declare 
roundly that architectural education has gone off the rails and 
is heading for disaster,’ writes a correspondent. p. 453 


THE EXHIBITION of post-war buildings planned by Scottish 
architects, now on show at the Scottish Building Centre, is 
reviewed on p. 454 


FROM THE TOTAL of £1,665,000 which has been subscribed 
to the King George VI Memorial Fund, £100,000 has been 
put aside for the statue of the late King and the architectural 
treatment of the site. p. 470 


SOME PRACTICAL POINTS arising from the New Town 
and Country Planning Bill, 1954, are set out in question and 
answer form on p. +70 


4 QUESTIONNAIRE to 6,000 tenants at Crawley New 
Town had shown that only three to five per cent. of the people 
who moved out of London wanted to live in a flat, said Sir 
Thomas Bennett when he spoke at the annual dinner of the 
Town Planning Institute in London on March 4. p. 471 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has refused the LCC 
planning permission for the development -of about 170 acres 
of land at Edenbridge for housing and ancillary purposes. p. 474 


INTERNATIONALISM IN 
ARCHITECTURE 


[X the old days there was a pleasing distinctiveness about 

the architecture of different countries owing to varying 
geographical, geological, climatic and other influences. The 
internationalists have abolished all that nonsense. To-day 
so-called “‘ contemporary ” architecture, wherever it is found, 
has a strong family likeness, and fashions in it change almost 
simultaneously in all parts of the world. This is not because 
the internationalists think alike—indeed, there is no evidence 
that they think at all ; it is due to their sheep-like readiness to 
“follow the leader ”—the leader being the doctrinaire type 
of architectural fashion magazine. 


The influence that books have had on architecture, from 
Vitruvius onwards, would make an engrossing study for one 
of those sleuth-like American professors who periodically 
unload weighty volumes of research on a receptive or a 
reluctant world. Anyone who undertook this work (it may 
already be in hand for all we know) would have to notice how 
the speed of communication, quickening up through the 
centuries, has added seriously to our troubles—how, although 
it took about 200 years for the full-blown Renais- 
sance to reach this country from Italy, to-day anyone can be 
studying the latest fashion in Brazilian brise-soleil or Scan- 
dinavian pilotis in some “ architectural ” magazine in a matter 
of hours—if he should be weak-minded enough to wish to do 
so. This quickening up in the tempo and spread of fashion- 
able change has no doubt been of advantage to those who wish 
to be up to date and cannot think for themselves, but it has 
done nothing to help genuine progress in design, for to-day’s 
novelty is to-morrow’s cliché. 


From a translation, published in The Builder last week, of a 
witty paper contributed by Monsieur Laprade, a well-known 
French architect, to a recent SADG Bulletin, it is clear that 
we in this country are not alone in deploring the international- 
ising of architecture. M. Laprade referred to an exhibition 
at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts of designs by students of schools 
in different parts of the world, and remarked that if at the 
time of the hanging of the works one had lost the labels it 
would have been very difficult to know from which country 
any of the schemes had been submitted. Plans, he observed, 
were more and more disjointed and walls merely used to 
compensate for 80 per cent. of glazed area. Steel and alum- 
inium were supreme, whether “for a school for Tel Aviv, 
Zurich, Brussels, Athens, Florence, Illinois or the Scandin- 
avian countries; local materials, characteristics of labour, 
climate, surroundings or living conditions mattered no longer. 
The new generation of students, he noticed, aimed at the 
elimination of points of support (these being placed in the 
centre of the most important rooms), and at creating un- 
necessarily curved walls and large and costly cantilevers. 
All, in fact, suggestive of an architectural madhouse. 


Critics on this side of the Channel have often pointed out 
that so-called ‘‘ modern” buildings generally weather very 
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BRISTOL STREET TO BE DEMOLISHED.—Built in 1770 
by Luke Henwood, it is reported that Nos. 47-77, College-street, 
Bristol, which comprise one of the best surviving rows of Georgian 
bow-windowed houses, is to be demolished to mabz way for office 


buildings. These houses are scheduled by the Council for the 
Preservation of Ancient Bristol, and were unharmed by enemy 
action in the war. Coleridge lived at No. 54 (opposite) in 1794, 
and Friese-Greene, the inventor of cinemaphotography, was born 
in one of the houses that are to be demolished. The house with five 
keystones, in the foreground, is typical of Bristol Georgian. 
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badly. M. Laprade, in making the same point, regretted 
that there was no International Commission to study objec. 
tively, after the lapse of a few years, the new buildings ‘ which 
are the object of such intense admiration.” He cast a criticg| 
eye over “those fagades without cornices, yesterday radiant 
with freshness, to-day covered with dirt, fagades all of metal 
(rusty) and of glass (broken). Large glazed areas unclean. 
able, hollow walls infested with rats. What joy [he remarked] 
if, once the beautiful photographs taken, publicity made, the 
author could see the disappearance of his work.” M. Laprade 
envisaged the time when any pretext would hold good to traye| 
at supersonic speed from Paris to Honolulu, Sydney to 
Panama, Cape Town to Stockholm, only to find in ail these 
towns ‘‘ the same colossal cinema, the same hotel built op 
columns, with circular loggias, the same group of facades 
with cleverly disordinate openings, the same angular entrances, 
the same superstructures placed crookedly on terraces, ete, 
when it used to be so pleasant to enjoy the priceless charm of 
a Spain, a Morocco, an Italy, a Holiand, a Switzerland or 
an England or a France.”” He concluded by hoping that the 
nations became friendly by staying, for the pleasure of all 
concerned, violently themselves. We share his hope. 


At the moment internationalism seems to be gaining ground, 
but we cannot believe that it will go on doing so indefinitely, 
Wren was probably overstating his case when he said that 
“architecture aims at eternity,” but at least it should be 
above the vagaries of fashion that bedevil motor cars and 
women’s dresses. An overhaul of our system of archi- 
tectural education (which a correspondent this week roundly 
declares to have ‘“‘gone off the rails” and to be “heading 
for disaster”) seems called for. But there are signs, 
no more than straws in the wind at present, that sanity js 
beginning to make itself felt in the arts. In painting, the 
praise of abstract work is far less vociferous than it used to 
be, and there is even tentative talk of the inspiration to be 
found in natural forms; while in abstract sculpture it is 
possible to detect some slight reminiscences of the human 
figure. Even in the ranks of the architectural avant gard 
one senses the premonitory stirrings of a movement away 
from the stark towards the romantic, and even towards 
nationalism. But we know from experience that these 
unstable aesthetes are not to be trusted one way or the other. 
Before long it is not impossible that they may be boosting 
the charms of Strawberry Hill Gothic ! 








NOTES & NEWS 


PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 


HE town and country planning summer 
school which is held under the 
auspices of the Town Planning Institute, 
will take place this year at the University 
of St. Andrew from August 28 to Sep- 
tember 4. The subjects for the main 
lectures provisionally selected are : 

1. “Planning Problems of the Clyde 
Valley.”’ 2. ‘ Prevention of Obsolescence 
in Buildings.’’ 3.‘‘ The Effect of New 
and Proposed Legislation on the Use of 
Land.” 4. ‘“‘ Rural Land Policies in an 
Urban Britain.”’ 5. “‘ Health and Housing.”’ 

The provisional subjects selected for 
the subject discussion groups (which 
will be held each day after the morning 
lectures and are quite distinct from the 
discussion groups on the main lectures) 
are: 1. “ Urban Land Eéonomics.” 2. 
“Development Plans.” 3. “‘ Surface 
Mineral Workings.’’ 4. ‘‘ Decentralisa- 
tion of Industry.’’ 5. ‘“‘ Legal Problems.” 

There will also be two after-dinner 
meetings of the whole School. 'The presi- 
dent, Sir George Pepler, will give a 


talk on “‘ Patrick Geddes,”’ this being the 
centenary of his birth, and a discussion 
between members of the professional 
staff of the Department of Health for 
Scotland and the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government will be part of the 
programme. The Department of Health 
for Scotland will organise an exhibition, 
and arrangements are being made for a 
visit to the New 'Town of Glenrothes. 


BUILDING EDUCATION 


AN INFORMAL EXPLORATORY MEETING 
between the Presidents and officers of the 
Institute of Builders and the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
is to be held shortly. A decision to invite 
the Federation’s co-operation was taken 
at the February meeting of the Institute 
council when Mr. A. W. Yeomans moved 
a proposition that the Institute set up a 
liaison committee with the Federation, 
charged as a matter of urgency to examine 
the problems associated with the qualifying 
of builders by examination. 


DOVER FLATS: DISCUSSION 


REPRESENTATIVES Of Dover Corporation 
and Kent County Council met members 


of the Royal Fine Art Commission, on 
March 3, to discuss the flats proposed for 
Dover waterfront, the design of which was 
recently disapproved by the Commission. 
The matter will be further discussed by 
the Corporation and the Commission 2t 
their next meetings. 


SALARIES AWARD 


THE Institution of Professional Civil 
Servants has announced that two salary 
awards have been made by the Cwil 
Service arbitration tribunal. For architec- 
tural and engineering draughtsmen the 
increases range from about £2 a month a 
21 and in the lowest grade to £6 a month 
for chief draughtsmen. The increases, 
which date from January 1, are in terms 
of the men’s scales for London. Women's 
scales have now to be negotiated. 

There are about 18,000 in the technical 
classes and 8,000 architectural and engi 
eering draughtsmen in the Civil Service. 


ITALIAN EDITORS 

Mempers of the Technical Press hai 
the pleasure of meeting some of thei 
Italian colleagues on Monday at a sherry 
party at 12, Carlton House ‘Terrace, #! 
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ghich Mr. J. W. Nicholls and other 
members of the staff of the Foreign Office 
ted as hosts. The party—consisting of 
Dr. G. Ratti, Dr. A. Rapisarda, Dr. R. De 
Benedetti, Prof. B. Minoletti and Dr. M. 
Tonelli, accompanied by Mr. A. J. 
Walker of the British Consulate, Genoa— 
son a 12-day tour of the United Kingdom, 
ysiting industrial centres. 


BUCKS DEPUTY ARCHITECT 


Mr. THomasS Botton, BArch, ARIBA, 
Bucks Deputy County Architect, has 
ben asked by the County Council to 
resign. We understand that some weeks 
go Mr. Bolton reported alleged irregu- 
grities to the Council. A statement made 
in a Sunday newspaper that the RIBA 
isto hold an inquiry is incorrect. Mr. 
Bolton, however, as a private member 
consulted the Secretary RIBA on Tuesday, 
aid has undertaken to prepare a memor- 
adum for consideration by the salaried 
ad official architects’ committee for their 
information. 


GLASS IN THE HOME 


THE MANY WAYS in which glass can be 
ued in the building and decoration of the 
todern home is the theme of an exhibition 
of photographs which was opened by 
Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, at the Building 
Centre, London, on March 5. 

Glass is shown in windows, doors, 
wpboard shelves and sliding panels, in 
greens and balcony balustrades. 'There 
ae photographs of bathrooms panelled in 
gss from floor to ceiling and photographs 
showing how glass fibre is used to provide 
heat and sound insulation for walls, floors, 
pipes and ceilings. One can see how glass 
can make a decorative fire-surround and 
how mirrors make a small room look 
lager and a dark room brighter. 

Windows are shown filled with un- 
broken expanses of sheet and _ polished 
plate glass, or with double glazing units 
designed to reduce condensation and loss 
of heat. Pictures of partition walls and 
internal screens filled with glass blocks, 
translucent, obscured or patterned glasses 
demonstrate how privacy can be combined 
with lightness. March 27 is the closing 
date. 


AUGUSTUS JOHN 


AN EXHIBITION of some 450 works by 
Augustus John will open to the public in 
the Royal Academy Diploma Gallery 
tomorrow, March 13. 


BSI AND CODES OF PRACTICE 


NEW ARRANGEMENTS have recently been 
concluded for the preparation of codes of 
practice and will come into effect on 
April 1 next. As a result of discussions 
between the Council for Codes of Practice 
for Buildings, the Ministry of Works, the 
professional institutions concerned, and 
the British Standards Institution, it has 

en agreed that a Council for Codes of 
Practice should be established within the 
British Standards Institution, to be 
responsible for all work on codes of 
Practice. Committees will be set up under 
the Council and initially these will cover 
cvil engineering ; building construction 
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and engineering services; mechanical 
engineering ; electrical engineering. 

In the discussions which have led to the 
new agreement, special emphasis has been 
laid on the guiding principle of the 
British Standards Institution of proceeding 
by general consent; this principle will 
apply to the Council’s work. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


As from March 9, the address of Messrs. F. C. 
DENLEY AND PARTNERS, quantity surveyors, has been 
“Tower House,’? 45 Commercial-road, Parkstone, 
Dorset. The telephone numbers remain unchanged as : 
Parkstone 3300-1-2. ' 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, March 11, 1854 


"THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT from a letter 
lately received and dated Melbourne, 
December 1, 1853, gives some account of 
what they are doing there, and may 
interest some of your readers. 

‘Wages are enormously high still, as 
emigration has fallen off rapidly. Masons, 
good hands, 42s. per day (not per week) ; 
and rubble ditto, 35s.; carpenters, 35s. 
to 45s.; plasterers, 40s. per day... 
Very large three- and four-storied stone 
stores are being erected in all parts of the 
city and suburbs, and many fine stone 
mansions. Many a ten-roomed house I 
have seen let at 1,200/. per annum ; not- 
thing but a plain hammer-dressed blue 
stone front—nothing particular about it.” 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 15 

RICS.—Address by Sir David Maxwell Fyfe on the 
Landlord and Tenant Bill now before Parliament. 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George-street, 
SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SociETYy.—AGM followed by talk 
by Mr. R. H. Harrison on “ St. Andrew by the Ward- 
robe.”’ 2, Bloomsbury-square, WCl. 6.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 16 

HousING CENTRE.—Discussion on Redevelopment of 
South St. Pancras. 13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS’ AND 
MERCHANTS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE UK.—Annual dinner. 
Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W1. 7.30 p.m. 

BALLAST, SAND AND ALLIED TRADES ASSOCIATION.— 
Banquet and ball. Grosvenor House, W1. 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS.—“ Use of Wool in Interior 
Decoration,’’ by Mr. S. Morse Brown. Royal Society 
of Arts, John Adam-street, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART.—Second lecture on “‘ W. R. 
Lethaby and his Times,’’ by Professor Basil Ward, 
FRIBA, Hon.ARCA. 66, Portland-place, W1. 5 p.m. 

THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Supper to be followed 
by discussion on ‘“‘ What has happened to Post-war 
Planning.’’? Chez Auguste, 47, Frith-street, Soho. 
7.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Talk in connection 
with AA visit to LCC estates, by Mr. Oliver Cox and 
Mr. G. Gillett. 34, Bedford-square, WCl. 
6.15 p.m. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE — ASSOCIATION.—“ Recent 
Research on Deformed Reinforcing Bars,’’ by Dr. K. 
Hajnal-Konzi, AMICE, M)lStruct.E. 11, Upper 
Belgrave-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

SoclIETY FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH THE USSR. 
—Film show, “‘ The Volga-Don Canal.’’ 14, Kensing- 
ton-square, W8. 7.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 19 

ARCUK.—88th general meeting. 66, Portland-place, 
Wl. 2p.m. 

Roya. INsTITUTION.— Sir Christopher Wren,’ by 

r. N. Pevsner. 21, Albemarle-street, W1. 9 p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—AGM. 
1, Birdcage-walk, Westminster. 5.30 p.m. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 20 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (MIDLANDS 
BRANCH).—“ Final Accounts,’”? by Mr. D 
Woodhouse, FIAS, White Horse Hotel, 
street, Birmingham. 3 p.m. 

BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Teachers’ meet- 
ing. South-East London Technical College Annexe, 
Worsley Bridge-road, Lower Sydenham. 10.45 a.m. 


Congreve- 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A STUDY IN ORGANISATION 
"To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The leader in your issue of March 
5 strongly endorses the British Institute 
of Management’s view that the report on 
the construction of the Esso Refinery at 
Fawley well deserved attention and study. 
That is in itself very satisfactory, coming 
as it does from the representative paper in 
the building industry. But what is more 
important is that you then proceed to 
consider and suggest the next step. The 
report will remain just a matter of passing 
interest, unless it stimulates thought and 
produces action. Whether or not your 
suggestion of a possible Code of Manage- 
ment Practice is to be taken seriously, or 
is indeed practicable, I do not know. 
What is certain is that a concerted effort 
by the best brains in the building industry 
could have a considerable effect. 


There is here an important field for 
research. We know the tools of manage- 
ment, taken broadly; we are learning 
something every day about the techniques 
of management and administration. What 
has not yet been attempted—at least so 
far as I know—is the particular study of 
the management problems of the building 
industry, not as something exclusive and 
peculiar to the building industry but as 
merely another facet of the one problem. 
The British Institute of Management 
has long felt that there was a real oppor- 
tunity here, and it is ready and anxious 
to collaborate in an investigation of the 
problem. On the education and training 
side, which is an important element in the 
problem, such an investigation would fall 
in with the much wider investigations 
which the British Institute of Manage- 
ment has already in mind and in hand. 
But unilateral action would be fruitless 
and merely irritating. "There are some 
prominent representatives of the building 
industry already members of the British 
Institute of Management, and there it 
seems to me may be the nucleus from 
which might develop the action for which 
you argue. If the leaders of the building 
and construction industry are convinced, 
there is nothing to stop us going ahead. 


Hucu Beaver, Chairman, 
British Institute of Management. 


8, Hill-street, W1. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—As you know, I have made a con- 
tribution to the correspondence in 
your columns referring to the Institute 
of Builders, and have carefully followed 
this over the past few weeks. 


I think it must be obvious to everyone 
that this Institute cannot be accepted as 
representative of the building industry. 
Is there anyone prepared to form an Insti- 
tute to be conducted in the interests of 
all concerned ? I am sure such procedure 
would receive considerable support. 


W. R. HERBERT. 


West Lodge, Perry-street, 
Chislehurst. 
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REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Together with other considered 
opinions which have appeared in 
The Builder on the question of qualifica- 
tions and possible governmental registra- 
tion for builders, I would put forward the 
following on behalf of those who are 
unable to pass examinations but who can 
“* do the job.” 

Why all this discussion over builders 
having or not having a professional qualifi- 
cation? Consider the question from the 
viewpoint that a builder must be capable 
of translating a professional brain child 
from fantasy to fact. ‘This requires a 
thorough training and understanding of 
the trade and craft (not profession), to- 
gether with what can or cannot be done, 
and a profound knowledge of the humani- 
ties which are only gained by experience 
and not by means of degrees, qualifications 
or certificates. 

Building has, in the past, been a trade for 
individuals with the object of obtaining sound, 
finished construction. The present trend 
would appear towards little fortresses which 
can be strenuously defended against all 
comers, unless they think and act in the same 
manner as the defenders—in fact, democratic 
closed shops, and bulwarks against progress, 
for the rule of the institutions frowns on free 
thought and progress. 

The registration of builders has been 
suggested to protect the public (poor old 
public ! Always told, never allowed choice). 
If this restrictive measure had been in 
existence in the past, would all of the firms in 
the master builders’ associations now be in 
operation ? This small, narrow idea—sum- 
marised in the words ‘‘ control them” ; 
only the elect must prosper—savours of 
totalitarian ruie. 

Let the trade remain functional and pro- 
gressive; do not allow it to become tech- 
nically sterile; and remember that it is 
against private and public interests to penalise 
a man who is efficient merely because of his 
inability to pass examinations. 

G. T. B. KNow Les. 

Black Bourton, Oxon. 


THE LONDON SKYLINE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—After the recent spate of conflict- 
ing suggestions on the ‘subject of 
rebuilding in London, it was a relief to 
read Mr. Arthur Ling’s address to 
London University’s Department of Town 
Planning, reported in your last issue, 
setting forth what is permissible under 
present controls and making practical, 
though unofficial, suggestions for future 
development. It is useful to be reminded 
that there is nothing sacrosanct about 
London’s skyline and that, in fact, it has 
been changing and getting higher for 
two or three hundred years. 

Mr. Ling referred to St. Paul’s and 
observed that building up to a height of 
fifteen storeys, as in the case of Bucklers- 
bury House, would destroy the character 
of London as we know it to-day ; but in 
this connection it is useful to remember 
that St. Paul’s stands on the crest of a hill 
and that much of the city is at a lower 
level. "The site of Bucklersbury House, 
at Wallbrook, for example, is 20 ft. lower 
than St. Paul’s Churchyard, and the 
height of the new building (170 ft.) in 
compatison with the Cathedral is therefore 
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““T hear you're trying to 
raise building production 
by 10 per cent.”’ 











only 150 ft., giving St. Paul’s an advantage 
of 216 ft. Thus, although it is customary 
to think of buildings like Bucklersbury 
House as skyscrapers, they do not greatly 
challenge the pre-eminence of the 
Cathedral. Nor need such buildings mean 
an increase in density to aggravate the 
traffic problem, for with “ open’ planning 
of the modern type a large part of the site 
must remain unbuilt on. 

If, however, the policy of decentralisa- 
tion is carried out effectively there should 
be no need to rebuild London to a greater 
height than at present. If it is not, then 
a number of tall buildings at selected 
points over a large area would probably 
take account of any demand for increased 
accommodation. In addition they would 
add interest and vigour to the skyline, as 
Mr. Ling suggests. I recall that you made 
this point in a leading article on “‘ High 
Buildings and St. Paul’s’’ published in 
your issue for August 21 last. 

Mr. Ling, of course, was not speaking 
on behalf of the LCC, but it would not 
be surprising to find that official thought 
is moving along these lines. 

LONDONER. 


THE UGLIEST BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Quite recently Lord Asquith of 
Bishopstone, speaking at the RIBA 
dinner, described the Royal Courts of 
Justice (the Law Courts) as the most 
hideous building in the whole of the 
Kingdom (the design was won by Street 
in open competition). His opinion has 
brought forth a spate of correspondence 
in the Evening Standard. 

To use a racing expression, ‘ they’re 
off.”” The opinions are not without 
interest. So far, the following have been 
nominated for that ‘“‘ honour ’’—Windsor 
House, Victoria-street; Queen Anne’s 
Mansions, Westminster ; the Freemasons’ 
Hall, Great Queen-street (won in com- 
petition by H. V. Ashley and Winton 
Newman) and described as ‘‘a mon- 
strosity.”’ One correspondent writes 
that, compared with the enormous horror 
of the Holborn Prudential building, the 
Law Courts and Windsor House are airy 
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and delightful fantasies in stone (the 
Prudential is in terra cotta). The Even; 
Standard add their “also rans ’—¢y 
Paricras Station’s ‘‘ macabre facade be. 
longs properly to a ghost world.” 
museum-land the “ horrific yellow brick 
extravagance’? of the Natural History 
Museum is well in the lead. Victoria 
Station is an ‘‘embarrassment’’; Vic, 
torian office blocks, such as Windsor 
House, ‘“‘a nightmare’’; the Senate 
House of London University, a “‘ piece of 
Manhattan strayed into Bloomsbury,” and 
the Festival Hall, ‘‘ an oversized slab of 
bride cake.”’ 

But continues one correspondent, one 
of the best areas for spying out ugliness 
is undoubtedly the City; St. Paul’s js 
contrasted with the drab commercial 
buildings of Bishopsgate, Old Broad. 
street buildings like Winchester House or § 
the great sooty front of the Stock Exchange, 
and so on. I ask who is to judge the 
merits of these buildings, many judged 
and assessed by eminent men of their 
day—the architectural profession or Lord 
Asquith and that familiar character, the 
man in the street? Already modem 
buildings have been spoken of disrespect. 
fully. Perhaps some readers of your 
newspaper would like to mention their 
“‘ candidate ’’ for the ugliest building race 
or competition. My vote goes to Windsor 
House. 

W. J. WILts, 

2, Southleigh, Dorking. 


MATERIALS HANDLING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest the 
article by Mr. N. G. Breeze, (p.433 
your issue of March 5) but am a little 
puzzled by his evident lack of know- 
ledge of the serious work of the 
Research Committees of the Building 
Trades Employers, both at national and 
regional levels, in close co-operation with 
the Ministry of Works. 

The article seems to leave the impres- 
sion in the reader’s mind that the industry 
is doing little or nothing to understand 
and master this problem. ‘The problem 
of handling depends upon the supply of 
the material in the right quantities at the 
rate best suited to the particular contract; 
shortages of bricks, cement or other 
materials make it prudent for the con- 
tractor to order well ahead, and, possibly, 
to take bulk delivery and to stack such 
material when delivered. In the early 
1900s, I remember brick manufacturers 
being only too pleased to load bricks into 
“skips,” and to deliver daily in the 
quantities that would enable the contractor 
to unload by Scotch derrick crane, 
placing the skip on the scaffold or floor 
alongside the bricklayers. I also remember 
floor and wall tiles, on large jobs, being 
delivered in ‘‘ box wagons ’’ which were 
taken off the railway bogies, delivered to 
the job by lorry, and then lifted to the floor 
where they were to be used, saving 
unpacking, breakage and waste. One 
assumes that, when the materials position 
becomes easier, some up-to-date version 
of this method will follow, with conse 
quent economies. 


A. W. Yeomans [MIOB]. 
36, District-road, Wembley. 
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ON THAMES SIDE 
"1o the Editor of The Builder 

IR,— [t is over 40 years ago since, as a 
pupil to the late David Barclay 
Niven’s firm, I, with others of my genera- 
tion, shared the privilege of watching at 
close hand the imaginative schemes for 
London which that remarkable man 

from time to time prepared. 

I remember first his admirable diagram 
for the ring road round London to relieve 
traffic congestion felt in Central London 
even in those days. Already the ring road 
is far advanced in development. ‘Then I 
recall his scheme for developing a large 
site in Bloomsbury for London University, 
on the actual ground upon which the new 
buildings have been since sited. But more 
than anything I remember the scheme 
which he and that great stalwart of The 
Builder, Raffles Davison, prepared for 
developing the South Bank of the Thames, 
incorporating a new Charing Cross Bridge. 
It was the vision of a great civic waterway, 
aspiring to the standards already set by the 
old Waterloo Bridge, Somerset House 
and the Victoria Embankment ; it spread 
a feast before the architects of the ensuing 
century which they might have shared 
with rapture and pride. 

To what extent have the architects of 
the twentieth century since risen to the 
occasion? First there is County Hall, 
already partly built when Niven was at 
work. Without being great architecture, it 
and its embankment at least do no 
aesthetic damage to the prospect. "Then 
followed various large new buildings upon 
the old Embankment on the north side, 
most of them well-designed and un- 
objectionable in themselves but grossly 
out of scale with the gracious breadth of 
the Embankment and Somerset House, 
and each diminishing the dramatic build- 
up to St. Paul’s, which is the glory of the 
river. More recently there has been the 
new Waterloo Bridge, graceful in line, 
but again unscaling the best features of the 
Embankment. 

The hasty improvisations for the Festi- 
val of Britain, however, have introduced 
a foreign spirit into London’s waterway, 
and there seems little hope of the squalid 
gap between Waterloo and the County 
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Hall being resolved into any sense of order 
or dignity. The Festival Hall, ugly in 
shape, proportions, outline and texture, 
occupies one of the most exciting sites 
on the South Bank. It is a most un- 
satisfactory case for a highly successful 
musical instrument. It depresses the 
whole prospect of that wide and fruitful 
field of design which the mudbanks of the 
"Thames offered us. 

It is small wonder that when the young 
student of to-day, through the competition 
for the Soane Medallion, is invited to 
handle the river approach to St. Paul’s in a 
prize-winning way, he has no architec- 
tural words in which to express himself. 
St. Paul’s itself, though the key and core 
of the problem, enters into his considera- 
tion in a grudging way merely to fulfil 
the conditions of the competition, and its 
silhouette assumes a line quite foreign to 
that of the world’s greatest Renaissance 
building, and the Englishman’s priceless 
heritage. It should have been the para- 
mount element in the composition with 
everything else designed with humility 
as its subordinate part. 

The young winner [his design is 
reproduced on this page—Ep.] is evi- 
dently a young man of talent who would 
stand out in any generation of students, 
but he can no more express great archi- 
tecture without the right educational back- 
ground than he could write great literature 
without sound teaching in the language 
and letters which produce it. "The young 
men of to-day are being taught to prostrate 
themselves before a shoddy hotchpotch 
of internationalism, and the wares they 
are encouraged to sell could be dumped 
indiscriminately in Prague or Tel Aviv, 
in Stalingrad or Marseilles. The very 
homelessness of this kind of thing is 
proof enough that it bears no relationship 
to English architecture, and lacks entirely 
the qualities which delight us in the classics 
of the past. 

I have the gloomiest forebodings for 
the great Thames waterway if this is all 
that we can hope for in the years of 
activity to come, despite the fact that we 
obviously have the young men able and 
capable of creating fine architecture if 
started soundly upon their course. With- 


ition of the winning design in the competition for the Soane Medallion 1954. 
By David Rock, BArch. (Hons.) (Dunelm). 
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out a sound educational foundation the 
future looms shamefully over our heads, 
and we must not be too delicate of man- 
ners to declare roundly that architectural 
education has gone off the rails and is 
heading for disaster. 

G. MaAxwe_it AyYLwIN [FRIBA]. 


Farnham, Surrey. 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION : 
WHAT IS WRONG? 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—‘‘ Youth will have its fling,’’ and 
Mr. Colin Glennie’s pessimistic out- 
pourings at the Architectural Association, 
reported in your last issue, ought not, 
perhaps, to be taken too seriously. But 
it does seem odd that, after many years 
of organised school training, under the 
direction of some of our most distin- 
guished architects, everything should now 
be wrong with architects and architecture. 
The printed word has distinct limita- 
tions in conveying ideas about the visual 
arts. May I suggest that you would be 
doing your readers, and perhaps archi- 
tecture, a service if you could prevail 
upon Mr. Glennie to allow you to publish 
some of his designs? We might then 
begin to understand what good archi- 

tecture really is. O_tp Hanb. 


BONUSING MAINTENANCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Ours is a medium-sized rural 
building business covering a wide 
variety of jobs. After careful considera- 
tion I have come to the conclusion that it 
is impossible satisfactorily to operate a 
bonus system in this type of business. 
On the other hand there is a desperately 
urgent need for increased production. 
The only solution to this problem would 
appear to be a profit-sharing scheme 
whereby the operatives received an agreed 
percentage of the profits. I should be 
interested to hear either through your 
columns or by personal correspondence 
whether any of your readers have any 
observations on or experience of this 
proposal. 
D. C. FatRHEAD, Managing 
Director, F. C. Fairhead, Ltd. 
Winchester-road, Alresford, Hants. 


The subject was ‘‘ St. Paul’s Stairs and 
See letter ‘On Thames Side.’ 
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Scottish Architecture 


AN EXHIBITION AT THE 
SCOTTISH BUILDING 
CENTRE, GLASGOW 


Reviewed by a Special 
Correspondent 


HIS exhibition of post-war buildings 
planned by Scottish architects, now 
on show at the Scottish Building Centre, 
was opened by Sir William O. Hutchison, 
President of the Royal Scottish Academy, 
on Feb. 26, Mr. Leslie Grahame-Mac- 
Dougall, RSA, FRIBA, President of the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scot- 
land, presiding. It closes on March 27. 
The exhibition is very disappointing, 
both from the point of view of the small- 
ness of the room in which the drawings 
have been hung, the obvious lack of 
response on the part of Scottish archi- 
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BO'NESS RC SECONDARY SCHOOL: Walter Alison and Hutchison, 


Architects. 


tects in private practice, and the poor 
quality of much of the work. The walls 
of the room have been used to exhibit 
students’ drawings and the work of the 
architects in private practice, and the work 
of county and local authority architects 
has been arranged on screens. 


Notwithstanding the small space which 
has been set aside to house this exhibition, 
which represents the work of architects 
throughout Scotland, it may be inferred 
that the students’ work has been exhibited 
to fillthe space available. It is refreshing to 
examine the work of students in this 


exhibition, and the heads of the Scottish 
Schools are to be congratulated on the 
work they have selected for exhibition. 


SOME EXHIBITS 


A perspective of Bo’ness RC Secon- 
dary School by Walter Alison and Hutchi- 
son, of Edinburgh, shows a clean-cut 
finish in the contemporary manner. Thorn- 
hill Primary School, Glasgow, by John 
Keppie and Henderson and J. L. Gleave, 
of Glasgow, is illustrated by a sketch 
plan and a photograph of a model. The plan 
is of the staircase-access type but strikes 





OFFICE FRONTAGE, ROLLS-ROYCE FACTORY, EAST KILBRIDE: Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, Architects. 
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Above : 
EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL: A perspective 
drawing from Middle Meadow Walk 


McNAIR, ELDER & RAMSAY 
Architects 


Right : 
THE BRITISH LINEN BANK, 
HILLHEAD, GLASGOW 


JOHN WATSON, FRIBA 
(Watson, Sa'mond & Gray) 
Architect 
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The Primary School, Orbiston, Bells- Bank, 
hill, by Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, of Salmc 
Glasgow, is illustrated by a sheet of plans trated 
and elevations and constructional details. 1S ob 
The plan is compact and access is good, additi 
but the type of illustration makes it vatior 
difficult to visualise the appearance of the satisfz 
school; black paper and white lines may tical 
not be the best method of presentation. pe 
epia 
Edinburgh University Medical School, enhib: 
by McNair, Elder and Ramsay, is illus- Rec 
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spectives and small sketch perspectives. trated 
The small interior perspective sketches plan 
of the reading room are very attractive. the f 
A Health Centre, Sighthill, Edinburgh, is treatn 
exhibited in photographs by the Chief detail 
Architect, Department of Health for apartr 
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Inverlochy, Dunblane, is illustrated by It 1 
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architect’s own house, and while the tectur 
treatment internally is in a_ pleasantly the ¢ 





contemporary vein, the external appear- subm: 





ch 








1954 





March 12 1954 


ance jas a Regency character reminiscent 
of work of that period in south-west 
England. ‘The only criticisms which 
might be expressed are that the horizontal 
banding at the door and chimney might 
with advantage have been omitted, and 
that the door might have been more 
lightly treated in character with the main 
elevation. ‘This is a good exhibit excel- 
lently illustrated. 


EDINBURGH FLATS 


Flats at Blackhall, Edinburgh, by Leslie 
Grahame-MacDougall of Edinburgh, are 
illustrated by a light perspective drawing 
which shows a good mass and fenestration. 
There is, unfortunately, no plan included 
in the exhibit. Charlestown, Fife, by 
the County Architect’s Department, Cupar, 
Fife, is illustrated by photographs which 
show a good traditional treatment of 
housing, with none of the cramped 
appearance of most housing schemes. 
The open space round which the houses 
are arranged is particularly effective. 

The Rolls-Royce factory, East Kilbride, 
by Wylie, Shanks and Wylie of Glasgow, 
is illustrated by photographs and gives 
the appearance of good sound contem- 
porary factory design. The treatment of 
the brickwork and fenestration generally 
is very effective. 


The new passenger terminal and control 
tower, Renfrew Airport, by Rowand 
Anderson, Kininmonth and Paul, of Edin- 
burgh, is illustrated by a_ perspective 
drawing. It is difficult to believe that 
the plan shape is an outcome of require- 
ments and impossible to accept the para- 
bolic arch and curiously shaped main 
beams at roof level as representing the 
proper functional use of reinforced con- 
crete, 

Kinneil Colliery, Clackmannanshire, by 
E. Riss, production Architect, Scottish Divi- 
sion, National Coal Board, is illustrated 
by a black-and-white print perspective 
and gives the impression of good mass 
suited to the purpose. British Linen 
Bank, Hillhead Branch, by Watson, 
Salmond and Gray, of Glasgow, is illus- 
trated by a plan and photographs. This 
is obviously a work of alteration or 
addition and there are no external ele- 
vations. ‘The interior views show a very 
satisfactory classical treatment, the ellip- 
tical public space, counter fitting and 
ceiling, being particularly effective. The 
sepia photographs are too light in tone for 
exhibition. 

Recreation Hall, by David Carr and 
Stuart Matthew, of Edinburgh, is illus- 
trated by a plan and photographs. The 
plan is simple and straightforward, and 
the fenestration is very effective. The 
treatment of the walling, illustrated in a 
detail photograph, is very pleasant. "Three- 
apartment flats at Limekilns, by East 
Kilbride Development Corporation, are 
well illustrated by photographs, and the 
general effect is very satisfactory. 

It may be that financial stringency and 
lack of opportunity is the cause of the 
comparatively poor standard of archi- 
tecture in Scotland. It must surely be 


the case that many architects have not 
submitted work. 
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3-APARTMENT FLATS, LIMEKILNS, for East Kilbride 
Development Corporation. F. C. Scott, LRIBA, Chief Architect. 





“ INVERLOCHY”’, DUNBLANE. Alexander Strang, Architect. 
Above : Garden front. Below: Plans. 
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TWELVE-STOREY 
FLATS AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


for the City Council 


Architects 
S. N. COOKE & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors 
L. C. WAKEMAN & PARTNERS 
Consulting Engineers 
CITY OF BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT 
Builders 
W. }. WHITTALL & SON, LTD. 


jae present scheme consists of 
four 12-storey blocks of flats 
with a further two blocks to follow 
at a later date. It is sited in the 
Duddeston and Nechells Redevelop- 
ment Area. Each block is built 
upon pile and beam foundations 
with steel framed superstructure, 
the steel frame being tied at third, 
sixth and ninth floors (intermediate 
channels support floor span and/or 
internal brick skins). 


The external walls are built in 
normal 11 in. hollow © brick- 
work built up in two 4% in. 
skins with 2 in. wide internal 
cavity, special bricks being supplied 
to face main tie beams at the third, 
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General view of one block in the present scheme. Below : Typical floor plan. 
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ixth and ninth floors. The parti- 
tion walls inside are built of 3 in. 
hollow pots. Standard steel win- 
dows are fixed in reconstructed 
stone surrounds. The floors are 
in Kleine hollow tiles in short spans 
finished in screeds with semastic 
tiles and skirtings. 

Each block of flats is provided 
with two automatic lifts with push- 
button control, two main staircases, 
and five small emergency staircases. 

Each block consists of 66 flats— 
62 two-bedroom types and four 
one-bedroom types at 10th floor 
level. 

Each flat contains a living-room 
with sun balcony, a dining-kitchen, 
two bedrooms, bathroom, separate 
w.c., and a drying area. The 
Garchey system of refuse disposal 
is incorporated with the sink unit. 
Built-in wardrobes are provided to 
bedrooms, and dresser and cup- 
boards in kitchens. 

Hot water heating is provided in 
every flat, with radiators in the 
kitchen and living-room, and power 
plugs for electric fires in bedrooms. 

All the plumbing and services are 
accommodated internally, and no 
pipes at all are visible externally. 


Provision has been made for a 
cycle and pram store in the centre 
pertion of the ground floor. The 
switch rooms are also accommo- 
dated in this portion of the building. 

The layout of the buildings has 
received careful consideration, and 
the whole will be landscaped with 
considerable areas of turf, and play 
areas for children will be provided. 


Costs —The contract price was 
£642,813 or £2,882 per flat includ- 
ing buildings, roads and_ sewers, 
etc. The installation of the 
Garchey system of refuse disposal 
cost £16,353 12s. 4d. or approxi- 
mately £62 per flat. Building 
operations commenced on April 16, 
1951. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors :— 


Piling, Franki Compressed Pile Co., 
Ltd. ; steelwork, Charles Wade and Co., 
Ltd. ; floors, Kleine Co., Ltd. ; win- 
dows, Stelwin Construction, Ltd. ; 
pressed steel door frames, Henry Hope 
and Sons, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, A. D. 
Foulkes, Ltd. ; electric lifts, Hammond 
and Champness, Ltd. ; reconstructed 
stonework, Empire Stone Co., Ltd. ; 
Garchey system, Matthew Hall and 
Co., Ltd. ; heating, Matthew Hall and 
Co., Ltd. ; plumbing, David F. Wise- 
man and Sons; electrical work, Lee 
Beesley and Co., Ltd.; boilers and 
ancillary plant, Danks of Netherton, 
Ltd. 

Stokers, Edwin Danks and Co. 
(Oldbury), Ltd.; hollow pots and 
common bricks, London Brick Co., 
Ltd. ; accotile flooring, R. W. Brooke 
and Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery, Parker, 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd. ; external 
paint, Mander Brothers, Ltd. ; internal 
paint, Docker Brothers ; balustrading, 
etc., Bigwood Bros. (B’ham.), Ltd. ; 
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View of one of the entrances. 








Below : A tytical 


staircase landing. 


miscellaneous ironwork, H. E. Breaker 
(Metalwork), Ltd. ; facing bricks, Al- 
dridge Brick and Tile Co.; asphalt, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co. ; tiling, R. G. Robertson (Tiles), 
Ltd. ; gas fitting, West Midlands Gas 
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Board ; granolithic, Marbolino, Ltd. ; 
special wall finishes in entrance hall, 
John Ellis and Sons (Emalux) ; dado 
treatment to main staircases, Prodorite, 
Ltd. (Prodorglaze) ; wireless and tele- 
vision installation, E.M.I. 
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Photographs by Thomas-Photos, Oxford 


South elevation, showing main entrance. 


NEW PHYSIOLOGY LABORATORIES, FOR OXFORD UNIVERSITY 


Architects 
LANCHESTER & LODGE 
Quantity Surveyor Acoustic Consultant 
J. R. Bot DEN, FRICS HOPE BAGENAL, DCM, FRIRA 
Electrical Consultants Clerk of Works 
HANDCOCK AND DYKES T. DAVIES 


Structural Consultants Builders 


R. TRAVERS MORGAN AND PARTNERS BENFIELD AND LOXLEY, LTD. 
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THE original plans for this building were prepared 

in 1937 and after revisions, occasioned by 
changing requirements, the work eventually com- 
menced in September, 1949. Owing to restrictions, 
both financial and on the allocation of materials, 
completion was not reached until September, 1953. 

Site: The building is situated along the south 
boundary of the University Parks in the area allo- 
cated to University laboratories. ‘The site available 
dictated the elongated shape of the building. Tem- 
porary completion of the workshops was also necessary 
as the workshops of the old Physiology Building 
had to be demolished before the West Wing could 
be built. 

Plan: The requirements were for laboratories 
for both teaching and research, together with lecture 
theatres, library, common room, rooms for special 
purposes and animal rooms, students’ cloak rooms, 
lavatories for students and staff of both sexes, and 
store rooms. Both passenger and goods lifts are 
provided. 

The largest teaching laboratory has island benches 
for 112 students. The main lecture theatre has a 
graduated stepped floor and can accommodate 220. 


ad al : 
Vain entrance, south elevation. 
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The theatre is mechanically ventilated, both injection 
and extraction being at ceiling level, and has two- 
speed control within easy reach of the lecturer. 
Electrically-operated curtains and the general lighting 
are both controlled from the lecturer’s bench. A 
separate projection room is provided. 

The small lecture theatre (micro-projection room) 
also has a stepped floor and seating for about 8o. 
Electrically-operated dark blinds are installed in this 
room. The demonstration theatre has _ steeply 
banked tiers in the form of an arena, each tier being 
provided with a leaning rail. This is used for prac- 
tical demonstrations lasting 10 or 15 minutes, and 
seating was not considered necessary. 

Because of the existence of the Radcliffe Library 
in the same area and the Bodleian Library at no 
great distance, a large departmental library was not 
required, but that built is adequate for department’s 
needs. ‘The animal rooms are planned on the top 
floor, thereby reducing interference in the labora- 
tories, etc., from the noise and smells, and also 
enabling the flat roof over half the second floor to be 


used for exercising and providing the maximum 
of fresh air and light. 
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Construction and Finishes : The walls are of load- 
bearing brickwork with Stamford facings. Partitions 
are in brickwork or hollow-tile blocks. Floors are 
constructed with reinforced concrete beams and 
hollow tiles. Window cills and the surrounds to the 
main entrance doors and some windows are in ; 
Clipsham stone, and parapet copings are in York 
stone. Windows are in natural anodised aluminium 
to eliminate painting maintenance. For the same 
reason r.w. pipes, soil and waste pipes are all within 
the building in accessible vertical ducts. The 
flat roof over the second floor is paved with ‘‘ Paropa ” 
and over the third floor is asphalt on vermiculite 
screed. 

Heating is by hot-water radiators generally and 
by heating panels in the library; these are served 
by calorifiers in the basement which in turn are fed 
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North elevation, showing win- 
dows of lecture theatre with 
library over. 


Below : View of north eleva- 


tion from University Parks. 
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View of the library. 


by a steam main froma central boiler house. Electric 
fires are also provided in the library, common room, 
and professor’s room, and the monkey rooms have 
supplementary electric heating, thermostatically con- 
trolled, owing to the susceptibility of these animals 
to pneumonia. Lighting is partly tungsten and 
partly fluorescent. 

Doors to rooms are polished gaboon or oak faced 
flush, painted flush to w.c.s and in African mahogany 
fully glazed in the corridors. Door furniture is in 
natural anodised aluminium. The main lecture 


theatre has natural polished flush oak panelled dado, 


with seating constructed in Abura and Rhodesian 
teak flooring. Abura is also used for the seating in 
the small lecture theatre and for the bookcases in the 
library. 

The corridors and central stairs are covered with 
linoleum tiles with terrazzo margins and skirtings. 
The floor finishes in the rooms vary between lino- 
leum, cork, Missanda wood block. The well of the 
demonstration theatre and the floors in the operating 
and post mortem rooms are terrazzo. Lavatories and 
cloak rooms have heather brown quarry tiles, the 
rooms have “ Antacite ” 


animal and ancillary 
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Main staircase, from first-floor level. 


Entrance hall looking towards main staircase. 
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hardened asphalt, and the east and west stairs and 
store rooms have granolithic. Lavatory walls are 
finished to a height of 7 ft. with cement glaze, and 
white glazed tiling is used on walls throughout the 
third floor. 

Acoustic tiles have been used on the ceiling of the 
common room and on ceilings and as a frieze in the 
lecture theatres and some private rooms. The 
dog room has been constructed with a separate inner 
skin and lantern light to prevent disturbance by 
barking dogs. 

All the laboratory fittings were designed by the 
architects, and consist of narrow service benches 
cantilevered from the walls, wide work benches on 
steel framing, independent cupboard and drawer 
units to stand under benches, fume cupboards and 
apparatus cupboards. Bench tops and fume cup- 
boards are in Iroko ; cupboards and drawers are in 
softwood painted light battleship grey. The bench 
framing and door frames are also painted this colour. 
Walls and ceilings are decorated throughout with 
plastic emulsion paint, the colours varying in different 
sections of the building. ‘The sculptor was Mr. 
William Bloye, FRBS. 

Principal sub-contractors and suppliers were : 

Reinforced concrete and hollow tile floors, Kleine Co., 
Ltd. ; facing bricks, Williamson Cliff, Ltd. ; aluminium 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; asphalt 
d.p.c. and roofing, Highways Construction Co., Ltd. ; 
plastering, Routhorn, Ltd.; glazing, Pearce and Cutler, 
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Ltd. ; vermiculite screed, Meta Mica, Ltd.; pavement 
and dome lights, Lenscrete, Ltd. ; electrical installation, 
Thorpe and Thorpe, Ltd. ; ventilation and fume extrac- 
tion, Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd.; heating, hot- and 
cold-water and gas installations, F. G. Alden Ltd., Oxford ; 
lifts and cold room, J. and E. Hall, Ltd.; flush doors, 
unit laboratory fittings and specialist joinery, S. Elliott and 
Sons, Ltd., Reading. 

Wood block flooring, Acme Flooring Co., Ltd. ; linoleum . 
flooring, Inlaid Ruboleum Co., Ltd. ; terrazzo flooring, 
Jaconello, Ltd. ; cork flooring, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. ; 
quarry tile flooring and wall tiling, Carter and Co., Ltd. ; 
‘** Antacite ”’ flooring, Ragusa Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; sanitary 
fittings and laboratory sinks, B. Finch and Co., Ltd. ; 
cement glaze, Robb’s Cement Enamel Finishes, Ltd. ; 
acoustic tiles, Newalls Insulation Co., Ltd. ; plumbing, 
F. Church, Ltd., Oxford; laboratory taps, Guest and 
Chrimes ; aluminium handrails, Morris Singer Co., Ltd. 
fibrous plaster and aluminium window breasts, H. H. 
Martyn and Co., Ltd.; dark blinds and curtain tracks, 
J. Avery and Co., Ltd.; paint, Jenson and Nicholson, 
Ltd., and Wills Paints, Ltd. 

Ironmongery and cloakroom fittings, James Gibbons, 
Ltd. ; asbestos cement fume ducts, Atlas Stone Co., Ltd.; 
duct covers, Broads, Ltd. ; lighting fittings, British Thom- 
son-Houston Co., Ltd., and F.L.R.; electric clocks, 
Gents, Ltd. ; internal telephones, Standard Telephone Co., 
Ltd. ; electric fires, Bratt Colbran, Ltd.; glass black- 
boards, Pilkington Bros., Ltd.; lightning conductors, 
R. C. Cutting and Co., Ltd.; fire extinguishers, Pyrene 
Co., Ltd. ; animal cages, F. Braby and Co., Ltd. ; con- 
crete cycle stands, Cowley Concrete Co., Ltd., Abingdon ; 
roads, John Allen and Ford, Ltd., Wokingham ; and cur- 
tains, Russell Furnishings, Ltd., Maple and Co., Ltd., 
and Heal’s Contracts, Ltd. 


A typical large classroom. 
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ENGLISH VILLAS AND VENETIAN DECORATORS 
Mr. F. J. B. Watson’s Paper at the RIBA 


ESTRUCTION, damp, and the whirligig 
of taste and time had done their worst 
to many of the works of Venetian decora- 
tive artists in this country, and relatively 
few had survived, said Mr. F. J. B. WaTSOoN, 
FSA, deputy keeper of the Wallace Collec- 
tion, when he read a paper on “English 
Villas and Venetian Decorators” at the 
RIBA on March 2. For much of our in- 
formation about them we had to rely on 
contemporary descriptions, he said, especi- 
ally on the information contained in the 
Vertue notebooks. The following extracts 
are taken from Mr. Watson’s paper: 

Curiously and conveniently enough the 
beginnings of the story can be dated to a 
day. Charles Montagu, later Duke of Man- 
chester, was Ambassador Extraordinary to 
the Serissimo for the second time in 1707-8. 
He left on September 5, 1708, bringing with 
him Pellegrini and Marco Ricci. 

Montagu had two interests at that 
moment: (1) the reconstruction of Kim- 
bolton Castle by Vanbrugh, (2) the opera of 
which he was one of the chief promoters 
(he brought over a composer at the same 
time as Ricci and Pellegrini). 

Almost certainly they began work through 
Montagu’s influence at the Opera House in 
the Haymarket, for the newspapers speak 
early in 1709 of “the new scenes painted 
for Scarlatti’s Pyrrhus and Demetrius. 
painted by two famous Italian Painters 
(lately arriv’d from Venice).” But their 
principal commissions for decorative paint- 
ing for the most part came without any 
doubt through Montagu, and especially for 
those houses which Vanbrugh was building. 
You may think I am somewhat extending the 
use of the word “ Villa” in applying it to 
Kimbolton and Castle Howard, but compare 
them with Stra and Villa Manin at 
Passariano. 

At Kimbolton Castle Pellegrini undertook 
the decoration of the staircase, the chapel 
and the hall. In the staircase he painted a 
Roman Triumph and, in the ceiling, Fame 
with a portrait of Montagu held by Minerva; 
in the chapel a Transfiguration over the 
altar and figures of the Evangelists; in the 
hall portrait groups of Montagu’s daughters, 
painted probably about 1710-11. 

His work at Castle Howard included the 
dome paintings, wall paintings in the high 
salon and a portrait of the Howard girls. 
Marco Ricci painted many of the overdoors. 


St. Paul’s Dome 


Pellegrini also carried out what Vertue 
calls an “abundance of large Eysel pictures 
for many noble men and Curious Gentle- 
men,” and these are not uncommonly met 
with today. But what is far more important 
than all this is the fact that Pellegrini was 
asked to participate in the competition for 
painting the dome of St. Paul’s (on February 
11, 1710). It was resolved at a meeting of 
the St. Paul’s commissioners that “a little 
Cupolo” was to be prepared for him to 
“paint a specimen for ye Cupolo of St. 
Paul’s in fresco according to ye stories 
directed.” 

Of course, this is not strictly relevant to 
my theme except for the fact that the rumour 
that a Venetian had been asked to partici- 
pate in the St. Paul’s competition soon spread 
throughout Europe and the news soon got 
back to Italy. This news was, without any 
doubt, responsible for enticing a number of 
the leading Venetian decorative painters to 
this country. 


There is a little dome sketch inscribed 
Pellegrini fecit 1710 which is said to be pos- 
sibly for a private chapel, but if not for St. 
Paul’s for what chapel was it? 

Marco Ricci (who, according to Vertue, 
had already had some differences of opinion 
with his companion, Pellegrini, probably at 
Castle Howard), rushed off to Italy as soon 
as he heard the St. Paul’s news, to bring 
back his uncle, Sebastiano Ricci, the most 
renowned decorative painter remaining at 
Venice. 

Vertue says that Pellegrini quitted England 
very shortly after learning of Thornhill’s 
success; he was in Diisseldorf by July 13. 
1713. Vertue adds that “ Ricci excelling of 
Pellegrini in every respect was in some mea- 
sure the occasion of Pellegrini’s leaving Eng- 
land so soon.” He did return for a short 
while to England in 1717-18 and returned to 
Venice by way of Paris, which he reached 
at the end of 1718. He probably returned 
to complete this work at Castle Howard. 
But Ricci, who in the event never seems to 
have been considered by the St. Paul’s Com- 
mittee, stayed on. 

Sebastiano Ricci seems to have reached 
this country some time in 1712 accompanied 
by his nephew Marco. He was a decorative 
and figure painter while Marco was primarily 
a landscape painter. The two frequently 
collaborated. 

Sebastiano Ricci worked both as a 
decorator and as a painter of easel pictures; 
quite a number of both survive. He worked 
for Lord Burlington as early as 1713 at Chis- 
wick and Burlington House. There are two 
paintings at Chatsworth which came from 
Chiswick and Burlington House—The Pre- 
sentation, and a Susanna and the Elders 
which are dated in that year. Two survive 
on the staircase, much darkened by varnish, 
and one has been transferred to the ceiling 
of the Council Room. 

Unfortunately far more of Ricci’s work 
here has disappeared than of Pellegrini’s. In 
fact, apart from the fragmentary and dis- 
turbed Burlington House decorations, only 
sketches survive. 

Ricci probably attained more popularity 
and consequently raised more enemies than 
any of the Venetian eighteenth-century 
painters to come here until Canaletto. In 
1715 Thornhill painted the ceiling of the 
Queen’s State Bedchamber at Hampton 
Court. The Duke of Shrewsbury, Lord 
Chamberlain, intended it should be executed 
by Sebastian Ricci, but the Earl of Halifax, 
the first Commissioner of the Treasury, pre- 
ferring his own countrymen, told the Duke 
that if Ricci painted it he would not pay him. 

It was perhaps an awareness of the rising 
star of Thornhill and this characteristic 
attitude of the official world which decided 
Ricci, as I think it had Pellegrini also, to 
quit this country. He was in Paris on 22 
December 1716, and was back in Venice 
by the end of 1718. 

Amongst the other Venetian painters who 
came here were firstly Vincenzo Damini, 
whom Vertue describes as a scholar of 
Pellegrini. He arrived soon after Pellegrini’s 
final departure. He had, says Vertue, “a 
middling reputation” and practised as a 
portrait painter as well as a history painter, 
which was his chief role; Vertue tells us 
that he decorated an unnamed church in 
Lincoln which was unhappily destroyed 
early in this century. His paintings of early 
English Kings in the Cathedral happily 
survive. A second is Antonio Bellucci, 
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who arrived in England in October 1716 
from Diisseldorf. Vertue says that Amigoni 
was his pupil, but I do not think there is 
any evidence of this. He was probably sent 
from Diisseldorf by Pellegrini himself. He 
is a tather heavier Pellegrini, less rococo 
and his colour is more dull. He did decora- 
tions at a house in Pall Mall, a ceiling with 
portraits of the Duke and Duchess at 
Buckingham House, but his chief works 
were (and in part are) at Canons. He also 
worked in the village chapel at Whit- 
church and the private chapel now moved 
to Great Whitley in Worcestershire after 
the 1747 sale; the chapel was opened in 
March 1720. He cannot have had time to 
do much more, for he was back in Venice 
by 1722 and died there in 1727. 

The windows by the Prices are said to be 
after designs by Sebastiano Ricci, and the 
sketches were sold as his in the 1747 Canons 
sale, but all payments were made to Sletter, 
who was probably a pupil of Ricci from the 
Austrian Alps. 

He also worked at one of the most 
Venetian of the English Palladian villas 
and one of the earliest, Colin Campbell’s 
Mereworth (built in 1723 for Lord West- 
morland), where he signed the ceiling of the 
long gallery. His last major signed work is 


a staircase dated 1732 at More Park, and 
here his work links him to the last of the 
great Venetian settecento decorators to visit 
this country (Giacomo Amiconi or Amigoni). 


The Work of Amigoni 


Amigoni, who had been working as a 
decorative painter at various German courts 
between 1717 and 1727, seems to have 
arrived here at the very end of 1729 or be- 
ginning of 1730. He came over, Vertue tells 
us, with an Italian opera singer. He seems 
to have gained success quite soon. 

The finest surviving decorative work is at 
More Park, a house built (or extensively 
adapted) by Leoni for a wealthy city mag- 
nate, Mr. Styles. The hall was decorated 
about 1732 with the story of Jupiter and Io 
by Amigoni, let into the walls. 

However, after this the opportunity for 
historical painting for which he had been 
trained, he seems more or less to have dried 
up. “ He had painted several historical great 
works. Masterly and well approved of but 
in that kind of painting finding not full 
employment . . . he was persuaded to paint 
portraits which he did for many of the 
Nobility and Gentry—(at a good price).” 
This, I think, is a sign of how ephemeral 
and rootless this demand for Italian decora- 
tion was in England. The impossibility of 
doing true fresco and the rise of the rococo 
with its taste for plasterwork decoration of 
the walls which left no room for painting, 
contributed to its decline. 

Amigoni brings my tale very appropriately 
to a close because he introduces the next 
phase of Anglo-Italian artistic relations. 
Besides decorative painting he had other 
irons in the fire. He painted many portraits, 
as we have seen. He had an engraving shop 
in his lodgings in Great Marlborough Street. 
Just before he left London in August 1739 
he was “about publishing a Sett of prints 
of Views from pictures of Canaletti’s.” And 
as a last gesture of amity towards this 
country where he had not after all done 
badly, we learn that he was instrumental in 
persuading Canaletto to come over here. 

Hitherto every artist had been a decorator. 
But the St. Paul’s commission—one of the 
very rare major official commissions for 
decorative painting to arise in this country— 
had gone to an Englishman, and huge 
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baroque houses were no longer being built. 
There was no scope for a decorative painter, 
and this was not merely because the English 
were by character not very interested in 
decorative painting. It was the same cry in 
France. The rococo left no space for 
historical painters. 

The story of the Venetian attempts to 
decorate English countryside houses in the 
manner of their own villas really ends 
here. With Canaletto’s arrival in London, 
taste takes a new turn, or at any rate, taste 
for Venetian eighteenth-century painting. 
But there is one artist who remains. He is 
a minor figure and very conveniently em- 
braces the decorative art of the Ricci- 
Pellegrini type and the landscape painting 
of the Canaletto-Zuccarelli type all within 
his compass. He seems therefore an appro- 
priate figure to bring my talk to an end. I 
refer to Antonio Joli, who was born in 
Modena in 1700. He studied there and in 
Rome and was in Venice from 1740-44, 
whence he came to London and, like so 
many others, worked for the Italian Opera. 
He was a foundation member of the 
Venetian Academy in 1756. He was a 
pasticheur, as is shown by his morceau de 
réception, based on a painting by Cadogara. 
Mr. Croft Murray has made a special study 
of him. His decorations of the hall of the 
Richmond house of the impresario of the 
Italian Opera at the King’s Theatre, Hay- 
market, are largely based on the engraving 
of Fischer von Erlach’s Entwiirff Einer 
Historischen Architectur from the Topo- 
graphia Helvetta. 


KING GEORGE VI 
MEMORIAL 


£1,665,000 Subscribed to Fund 


UT of the total of £1,665,000 which has 
been subscribed by the people of the 
United Kingdom and by others to the King 
George VI National Memorial Fund, 
£100,000 has been put aside for the statue 
of the late King and the architectural treat- 
ment of the site. 

Sir LEs.ieE Boyce, chairman of the fund, 
and a former Lord Mayor of London, 
announced this at the Mansion House on 
March 4 when he gave details of the objects 
to which the fund would be applied. He 
said that the final proposals for the statue 
and site would be submitted to the Queen 
on her return and when Her Majesty’s 
approval had been given a full statement 
would be made. She had already approved 
the appointment of Mr. William McMillan, 
RA, as the sculptor and Mr. Louis de 
Soissons, RA, FRIBA, as the architect. 

Mr. McMillan’s works include the Beatty 
memorial fountain in Trafalgar-square, the 
fountain group in the Queen Mary Garden, 
Regent’s Park. 

The work of Mr. de Soissons includes 
designs for the new Foreign Office, Carlton 
House-terrace and the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. 

The balance of the fund will be available 
for schemes to provide for the physical. 
mental and spiritual needs of young and old 
people. 

Included in the allocations for old people 
are :— 

King George VI Old People’s Club 
Development Scheme; £200,000 to encourage 
the general development of old people’s 
clubs. 

King George VI Memorial Clubs; £200,000 
to provide specially designed non-residential 
clubs in selected areas. 
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THE NEW PLANNING BILL 


By A. E. TELLING, MA 


We have invited Mr. Telling to set out, 
in question and answer form, some practical 
points arising from the new Town and 
Country Planning Bill, 1954. 


Repayment of Development Charges 

Q.—Is it the Government’s intention to 
repay development charges? If so, will any 
conditions be attached? 


A.—The Government have said that it is 
not their intention to repay devciopment 
charges as such. But Part I of the Bill con- 
tains a scheme of “ specia] payments ” under 
which two main classes of people will be 
able to recover at least a large part of any 
development charge they have paid— 


1. Any person who holds an established 
claim on the £300 million will be entitled 
to a special payment if either (a) he has 
incurred a deveiopment charge in respect 
of the land to which the claim relates; or 
(b) he has an interest in such land and 
a development charge was incurred by 
a predecessor in title [Clause 4]. 


2. A person who does not hold an estab- 
lished claim on the £300 million will be 
entitled, by virtue of Clause 12, to a 
special payment provided the following 
conditions are satisfied: (a) He is the 
present owner of land in respect of 
which someone else holds an established 
claim; and (b) he or a predecessor in title 
bought the land at a price exceeding its 
restricted value (restricted value is roughly 
equivalent to existing use value and was 
assessed for the purpose of establishing 
the claim on the £300 million); and (c) 
since acquiring the land he has incurred 
a development charge. 


Condition (b) does not apply if he derived 
title to the land under the will of a man 
who held an established claim, but died 
between July 1, 1948, and February 26, 
1954, having disposed of the established 
claim to a third party. 

In both these main cases the amount of 
the special payment will be the amount of 
the development charge or the amount of 
the established claim, whichever is the less 
[Clause 4]. Interest will be added at 34 
per. cent. per annum from July 1, 1948, to 
the date of payment or June 30, 1955, which- 
ever is earlier [Clause 15]. 

If the land in question originally formed 
part of a larger area which was the subject 
of a single claim on the £300 million, the 
established claim will be apportioned and 
the maximum amount which can be obtained 
by way of repayment of development charge 
will be the appropriate fraction of the 
original established claim [Clause 4]. The 
apportionment will be made by the Central 
Land Board, but any person affected by the 
Board’s decision will have a right of appeal 
to the Lands Tribunal [Clause 14]. 

Q.—Some time after the 1947 Act came 
into force, I bought a piece of land on 
which to build a house for £250. Its value 
as agricultural land was probably about £80 
and its full market value as building land 
about £300. The original owner made a 
claim on the £300 million, but he retained 
the claim. I paid £200 development charge. 
Can I now recover the development charge, 
and, if so, will I have to pay over any 
part of it to the original owner? 

A.—You can make application for a 
special payment under Part I of the Bill. 
The application should be made to the 
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Central Land Board, who will take into 
account the position of the man who golq 
you the land. He will have the right to g 
special payment by virtue of Clause 6 of 
the Bill, and this payment is calculated thys. 
Assume value of established claim to ps HE st 
Full market value £300 to tl 
Less restricted value £80 = £220 Town Pl 
Deduct amount by which sale chester F 
price exceeded restricted value the chairt 
(£250, minus £80) : £170 in the Gi 
Amount of special payment to guests ‘y 
original owner ... te ree) Holford, 
The balance of the established claim js . THE Pi 
thus reduced to £170, and this is the maxj- Her M: 
mum which you will be able to obtain by get 
way of repayment of development charge, “78 _ 
You should, therefore, be able to recover fen Con 
all but £30 of your development charge, Pe 
As you bought the land for £50 less than Ahan bs 
full market value, you may feel that you concerne 
have not done too badly, especially as you task, but 
will get several years interest at 34 per cent, he thous 
per annum on the £170. hah 
Now t 
Dead-Ripe Land in the co 
Q.—We are owners of some building land ject of « 
with the benefit of a “ dead-ripe ” certificate another. 
under section 80 of the 1947 Planning Act, —we all 
There was accordingly no claim on the £300 they wet 
million, and we are wondering what our were, of 
position will be under the new Bill. argumen 
A.—It was a pre-requisite of your obtain- tact 
ing a “ dead-ripe ” certificate that you should the futu 
have previously obtained planning per tion’s to’ 
mission for the development specified in the the new 
certificate. In these circumstances, you need he sincer 
not be concerned by the fact that compen- them 
sation for planning restrictions under the / 
new Bill depends on there being an estab- In the 
lished claim on the £300 million. ford cor 
There is, however, the possibility of the more cl 
land being compulsorily acquired by a example 
Government department or local authority. third of 
Under the new Bill the compulsory purchase f and We 
price of land will no longer be limited to and a t 
existing use value, but will also include the pots 
unexpended balance of the established claim vo ms 
on the £300 million. The Bill recognises <esePye 
that in most cases there would have been to and f 
no claim on the £300 million in respect of net 
dead-ripe land, and provides that the com- amallest 
pulsory purchase price of such land shall van rollin 
include the benefit of the planning permis- os 
sion specified in the certificate. In a 
new To 
Compensation for Planning Restrictions William 
Q.—We recently applied to the Board of a to | 
Trade for an industrial development certi- bi Ba 
ficate under section 14 of the 1947 Act for = ; ‘ 
a major extension to our factory. The f th A 
certificate was refused. Can we claim com- aro 
pensation under the new Bill? = 
A.—No. Compensation is payable only , ie 
in respect of what the Bill calls “ planning The ’ 
decisions.” This expression is defined by ” c 
clause 17 as a decision made on an appli- eta 
cation under Part III of the principal (ie. e ane 
1947) Act, “together with decisions deemed iB Was 
to have been made under Part III by virtue 
of sections 77 and 78 and the Tenth L 
Schedule of the 1947 Act” (these relate f be ve 
respectively to development authorised under | Minist 
interim development orders made after July [ ar 
21, 1943, unfinished buildings, and certain § pda 
applications made under the 1932 Planning aiitiion 
Act). The Board of Trade’s refusal was _ 
not made on an “application under Part ase pe 
Ill,” for it is not until the Board of Trad ad to 
have given their certificate that a valid § ea 
“ application” in respect ef industrial build F the Cit 
ings can be made, ‘first an 
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TPI ANNUAL DINNER 


‘** The Success of the New Towns ”’ 


TE subject of the new towns was well 
to the fore at the annual dinner of the 
Town Planning Institute, held at the Dor- 
chester Hotel, London, on March 4, when 
the chairmen of a number of the new towns 
in the Greater London area were among the 
guests present. The president, Sir William 
Holford, FRIBA, was in the chair. 


THE PRESIDENT, in proposing the toast of 
“Her Majesty’s Government,” said that the 
product of town planning was architecture, 
using the word in the widest sense, but the 
main concern of town planning was people; 
the actual process of planning was the part 
of the Government. Town planners were 
concerned with a difficult and thankless 
task, but the building of the new towns was, 
he thought, one of the planner’s most re- 
warding activities. 


Now that the new towns were taking shape 
in the country they were, naturally, the sub- 
ject of criticism and comparison, one with 
another. He himself had some criticisms 
—we all had. His main criticism was that 
they were “all bridle and no spur.” They 
were, Of course, a very good subject for 
argument, but whatever differences of 
opinion there might be on the new towns 
the fact was that they remained the hope of 
the future—they were the coming genera- 
tion’s towns. The only serious crime against 
the new towns would be that of neglect, and 
he sincerely hoped that this would not befall 
them. 

In the sphere of planning, Sir William Hol- 
ford continued, one fact emerged more and 
more clearly—London was still the prime 
example of the arduous journey to work. A 
third of its inhabitants worked in the City 
and West End, a third in Greater London, 
and a third in the outer suburbs. The 
average daily journey to work was 34 miles 
and in the course of a year the average Lon- 
doner travelled over 2,000 miles in journeys 
to and from work. London was one of the 
greatest cities in the world in one of the 
smallest countries, and the new towns were 
an essential step in the process of rectifying 
travelling difficulties. 

In a reference to the obscurities of the 
new Town and Country Planning Bill, Sir 
William said that it was essential, if planning 
was to succeed, that the officials and others 
who advised local authorities should under- 
Stand it, and that the elected representatives 
should also be able to understand it. The 
fear of the unknown was as great in plan- 
ning as in other spheres of life. 


The planning profession was now, he be- 
lieved, learning to see itself as others saw it. 
The art of planning was to stick to one’s 
principles and yet be able to see the other 
person’s point of view, and he believed that 
this was also true of government. 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


Lord Mancrort, who responded, re- 
minded his audience that he represented the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
in the House of Lords, and had been con- 
cerned with Bucklersbury House. Public 
opinion in this matter had come into opera- 
tion very late, and before the final decision 
was arrived at the unfortunate developers 
had to spend £30,000 in having their plans 
drawn and redrawn. We all wanted to see 


.the City rebuilt worthily, and this depended 


first and foremost on the enthusiasm of. the 


developers, but were we sure that all the 
machinery, which included the Royal Fine 
Art Commission, was best geared to give 
guidance early on, before large sums of 
money had been spent on a project? In the 
long run only one thing could give good 
buildings, and that was the employment of 
good architects. In this connection, were 
we sure that we were not “leaning too much 
on the head of the architect”? 


Lord Mancroft went on to pay a tribute 
to all who had played a part in the creation 
of the new towns, especially to Lord Silkin 
for his “stern fight.” He gave the follow- 
ing figures of new buildings completed in 
the new towns to date: dwellings, 18,000; 
factories, 85; schools, 58; and churches and 
public-houses, each 11. We had come now, 
he said, to the really exciting time when 
the new towns would spring into life as 
entities. Something had got to be done about 
the provision of amenities, and the public 
had got to grasp the opportunities to make 
the new towns even more conspicuous suc- 
cesses than they already promised to be. 


IMPORTANCE OF AMENITIES 


Mr. S. L. G. BEAUFoY, CBE, FRIBA, past 
president, who proposed the toast of “The 
Guests,” said that those responsible for 
vuilding the new towns would have behind 
them the wholehearted support of the Insti- 
tute in carrying out their task. Amenities 
were an essential part of the new towns, and 
without them they would be a failure; they 
were comparatively inexpensive to provide 
and had a value beyond the expense of pro- 
viding them. 


Sir THOMAS BENNETT, KBE, FRIBA, in 
his response, said it was amazing that the 
public should be so disinterested in the 
“incredible success” of the new towns; no- 
where else in the world was anything like 
the building of the new towns being done on 
the same scale. When he listened to some 
of his professional critics he wondered what 
they really wanted to see—perhaps it was 
large blocks of flats separated by “arid 
wastes.” A questionnaire to 6,000 tenants at 
Crawley, however, had shown that only three 
to five per cent. of the people who moved 
out of London wanted to live in a flat at all. 
Whatever might be sound policy for Sweden, 
America or Finland was not sound here, 
either on grounds of expense or public 
opinion. 

On amenities, he thought that, both 
morally and economically, it was far better 
for people to start with a nissen hut and 
work up to something more substantial than 
to start with a magnificent and expensive 
building. The amazing technical ignorance 
of his professional colleagues in this matter 
astonished him. 


Sir Thomas Bennett concluded his re- 
marks with a glowing tribute to Mr. Howard 
Robertson, ARA (who was present), and 
whom he described as the most brilliant 
president that the RIBA had had for some 
years, with a real grasp of what the profes- 
sion meant not only to architects but also 
to the public in general. 


Str MALCOLM ‘TRUSTRAM EvE, CBE, 
QC, referring to recent comments on the pro- 
cedure for settling town planning appeals, 
said that some people wanted to read all the 
reports of Her Majesty’s Inspectors, and to 
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make a lot of changes. His own view was 
that it would be a mistake if such reports 
were made public, because if this were done 
the excellent reports that were now made— 
and he had seen some of them—would never 
be made again; they would degenerate into 
colourless documents. He emphasised that 
while the inspectors might make recommen- 
dations it was the Minister himself who had 
to make the decisions. 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISION 


Expansion of Swindon: Minister 
Confirms Compulsory Purchase Order 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has decided to confirm a 
compulsory purchase order made by Swin- 
don Corporation under the Town Develop- 
ment Act, 1952, on 250 acres of land in the 
Walcot area of the borough. 


A notice to the town clerk of Swindon 
received on March 4 informed him of the 
result of an inquiry made by the Minister’s 
inspector, Mr. R. A. Hudson, in Swindon last 
November. A report of the inquiry, which 
was the first held under the Town Develop- 
ment Act, appeared in The Builder of 
December 4 last. 


“The Minister,” the notice says, “has 
carefully considered the representations made 
by the objectors, and he has consulted the 
Minister of Agriculture. Both he and the 
Minister of Agriculture are extremely 
reluctant to agree to the taking of good agri- 
cultural land for building purposes and they 
would not agree to it here if they did not 
feel that there is an exceptionally strong 
case. 


“But the needs of Greater London are 
very pressing. Many thousands of families 
are living in overcrowded and unsatisfactory 
conditions. The Minister intends that the 
local authorities of the congested towns shall 
concentrate their main efforts in the years 
immediately ahead on slum clearance and re- 
development within the towns; but, even so, 
some overspill from Greater London is 
unavoidable. 


“Meanwhile it seems to him that, from 
the point of view of employment and com- 
munications—which must be the key to the 
siting of new development outside the built- 
up area of London—Swindon is exceptionally 
promising. 

“The-only alternative to the expansion 
of towns like Swindon (if Greater London 
is to get the help it so badly needs) is the 
continuation of London’s sprawl; and this 
would not be in the interests of agriculture 
as well as being contrary to the declared 
policy of successive Governments.” 


The Town CLERK of Tottenham, between 
whose council and Swindon Council dis- 
cussions about the possibility of moving a 
large number of people for re-housing began 
in 1951, said on March 4 that the Minister’s 
report would be brought before the next 
meeting of his health and housing committee. 


“We are anxious to get down to the next 
step as early as it is convenient for Swindon.” 
he said. 


“No one can say that the farmers did not 
do everything to put.the agricultural side of 
the question,” said Mr. E. F. BOouLton, 
chairman of the Wiltshire Branch of the 
National Farmers’ Union. 
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THE IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION 
Electricians’ Strike Prevents Building of Model Village, 


HIS year’s Ideal Home Exhibition, which 

is open at Olympia, London, until March 
27, has been marred by the prolonged elec- 
tricians’ strike, and exhibitors have had to 
make do with the meagre permanent light- 
ing. The buildings section appears to have 
been the most seriously affected, and apart 
from the three-storey block of Unity flats. 
has failed to materialise. Here, the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
had planned to reproduce full size part of a 
terrace of early nineteenth-century flats to 
illustrate how out-of-date, but structurally 
sound, houses can be converted to play their 
part in the housing drive; other abandoned 
projects were the Berg and Davis houses and 
the street of shops. Some exhibitors of 
building components and materials also 
decided not to have a stand this year on 
account of the strike, or have been forced 
into cramped and gloomy quarters. 

The Grand Hall is less affected than else- 
where on account of its good natural lighting, 
and the decorative scheme inspired by Sir 
Hugh Casson, FRIBA, is unimpaired. This 
consists of an Arcadian scene with a grotto 
at the far end above which Apollo, in his 


| Baleeny Fuel 


si: 


DINING. } 


larder 


LIVING] 


KITCHEN. 





chariot, drives 18 giant winged horses (sup- 
ported on wires) in pursuit of Diana. A 
pale green fabric lines the roof, a colour that 
is repeated in the great carpet that stretches 
down the centre aisle. Beyond the grotto 
are the gardens, as always a fine show, but 
this year many of the flowering trees and 
shrubs appear in less than usual perfection, 
doubtless due to the recent hard frosts. 
Elsewhere the usual profusion of household 
furnishings, appliances and gadgets are there 
to intrigue the visitor and lighten his purse. 


The “ Unity” Flats 


To satisfy the increasing interest in blocks 
of flats, Unity Structures, Ltd., are showing 
a three-storey prototype from a range which, 
eventually, will include taller blocks of flats 
of one, two, and three bedrooms. The flats 
on view, types 5301 and 5302, are suitable for 
any aspect and can be built in units of six 
or twelve flats, each one of which is entirely 
self-contained and, varying slightly in room 
sizes, opens from a central staircase hall 
serving six units. The ground floor flat has 
a small entrance hall, a large living-room 
with an open fire and back-boiler for hot 


BEDROOM 1. 


BEDROOM. 


Perspective and typical floor plan of the block of Unity flats as erected at 
the exhibition. 
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water. Continuous with the living-room jg 
a dining area which can be extended isto the 
main living space. A serving hatch connects 
this end of the room with the kitchen, which 
is also reached by a door opening into 4 
small lobby. The kitchen has been com. 
pactly designed, but provides sufficient room 
for the family to breakfast. Two double 
bedrooms and a normal sized bathroom 
complete the flat. The first and second floor 
flats are generally similar. 

The usual standards of sound insulation 
are maintained, and additional insulation in 
the form of a cork tile finish to the floor is 
also offered. Background heating can be 
provided for the main room by radiators 
from the back-boiler to the living-room fire, 
At the rear of the staircase hall is an out. 
building unit comprising fuel stores for the 
ground floor flats and separate lock-up store 
rooms for each of the six flats. 

The structure comprises a steel frame 
three storeys high carrying the floors, interna] 
partitions and roof with walls of precast 
reinforced columns spaced at 3 ft. centres 
connected to the steel frame. The walls are 
faced externally with specially coloured pre- 
cast slabs, factory-made and finished for 
good appearance. It is claimed that the 
system complies in every respect with the 
mode] by-laws and that, as the components 
are assembled dry, the erection is compara- 
tively free from the weather hazards and is 
quick and economical. 

To mark the opening of the exhibition the 
Daily Mail has issued (price 2s. 6d.) a book 
of 16 house plans. Some of the designs 
shown in the book have been prepared by 
architects, but in other cases the design 
appears to be that of the constructors. 


Other Exhibits 


Visitors to the Gas Council’s Pavilion are 
given a peep into other people’s lives by 
means of a model village of period houses, 
through the open windows of which can be 
seen the home life of the occupants. The 
tiny inhabitants can be seen at work or 
enjoying the leisure of their happy homes. 
If visitors want to see the full size appliances 
shown in miniature in the houses, there is a 
comprehensive display of these—cookers, 
water heaters of all types and gas and coke- 
burning space and water heating equipment 
—on the stand. 

The theme for the main displays at the 
Electricity Stand presented by the Electrical 
Development Association, is “The Four 
Foundations of Modern Living ”—electric 
(automatic) cooking; electric water-heating, 
the electric home laundry; and electric re- 
frigeration. Here the latest types of appli- 
ances can be viewed and compared at leisure, 
while each of the four main groups are ex- 
tended by displays presenting smaller acces- 
sory appliances, 

“The Gas Cooker of the Future ” is shown 
to the public for the first time at the exhibi- 
tion by Thomas De La Rue and Company, 
84/86, Regent-street, W.1. It is the ‘‘ War- 
wick” cooker, which follows the popular 
trend towards more colourful kitchens. Two 
models are displayed, one in white, pale grey 
and burgundy, and the other in cream, green 
and grey-green. Black is not used at all. 
Five full-sized boiling burners are provided. 

The 1954/55 range of Crown wallpapers, 
which are still new so far as the general pub- 
lic is concerned, are displayed in sectional 
room settings as well as on wingboards s0 
that visitors can get a good idea of decora- 
tive treatments in various forms, The eX- 
hibitors, Wall Paper Manufacturers, Ltd, 
King House, King-street West, Manchester, 
have a larger stand this year than ever before. 
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Dimplex, Limited, of Totton, Southampton, 
ye showing their full range of permanently 
gil-filled electric radiators. The ‘“ Dimplex ” 
range now comprises eight models with load- 
ings from 4 k.w. to 2 k.w. in the panel type 
and there are two column-type models with 
{ kw. and 2 k.w. loadings. 

Also on display are the ‘“ Dimplex” 
pressed steel water radiators which are avail- 
able in a wide range of high gloss stove 
enamel colours and which, it is stated, are 
easy to keep clean and simple to install as the 
prackets can be screwed on to walls or par- 
tions. Chromium plated towel rails are 
now available for smaller models. 

The latest addition to the range of Ideal 
boilers is being shown to the public at the 
exhibition for the first time by Ideal Boilers 
and Radiators, Ltd., Ideal House, Great 
Marlborough-street, Wi. Known as the 
No. 1 Autocrat, it is thermostatically con- 
toed, and among its more important 
features is the special rocking device which 
operates the two bars separately and which 
also incorporates a dumping device for clear- 
ing the whole of the contents of the boiler 
when it is necessary for the removal of 
incombustible material. 


PEW DESIGN FOR 
RESTFULNESS 


IN the issues of The Builder of April 2, 

9 and 23, 1948 (and subsequently as a 
reprint), there appeared an article by the 
present author, with diagrams, on “ The 
Planning of churches of various 
Christian communions,” including (April 23, 
p. 497) dimensions recommended by author- 
ities for fixed seating, or pews. 

There is, of course, much more to it than 
that. The question of pew design involves 
a subtle factor of “comfort,” not in the 
sense of self-indulgent ease—which would 
be out of place in a church—but in the 
sense of self-forgetting restfulness enabling 
the complete giving-up of mind and spirit 
to worship. There have been two chief 
types of posture: the Catholic (including the 





PEW rex, KNEELING wires SEAT SUPPORT. 


« Ruskin 29. CMatf. .) Church, Carshalton - 
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Anglican), kneeling upright on a more-or- 
less low hassock or kneeler and resting the 
arms and/or head on the back of the pew 
or chair in front; and the Free Church, 
remaining partially seated and leaning for- 
ward on to the said back. Neither posture 
in practice is usually very comfortable. 
Moreover, a pew cannot usually be designed 
for both uses: if for the former, there 
should be no backward inclination of the 
pew in front to upset. the poise of trunk 
on thighs, which, in any case, some find a 
strain; and the seat has to be put too far 
back to be useful. If the pew is designed 
for the latter posture, the space between 
seat-edge and pew-back in front must be 
minimised to avoid awkward craning, and 
then there is no room for the legs in kneel- 
ing. 
The appended section shows an excellent 
type of pew in a church, known to the 
writer, where there is room for kneeling but 
in which the kneeler is high enough and 
the horizontal distance small enough to 
permit resting on the edge of the seat while 
kneeling, as shown by the dotted outline. 
(The seat-edge thus fulfils a function 
analogous to the ledge on the underside of 
a medieval misericord when turned back, 
save that that was used while standing. 
Objection could therefore hardly be made 
on disciplinary grounds.) It is possible, 
of course, to kneel upright, resting the 
head on the arms and those on the back; 
and it is also possible, though less easy, to 
adopt the leaning posture without kneeling. 

The church in point is Ruskin-road 
(Methodist) Church, Carshalton, Surrey, by 
the late Andrew Mather (illustrated in 
A. & B. N., 1926 Dec. 17, pp. 716-7). The 
pews, as the pew-end elevation shows, are 
very handsome, and the church is remark- 
able in other ways. 

This type of pew, if adopted widely by 
(Roman) Catholics, Anglicans and Free 
Church people alike, would probably en- 
hance, for thousands, what some would re- 
gard as the highest activity of the human 
mind—Christian worship. 


H. V. MOLESWORTH ROBERTS. 
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JOHN D. SEDDING 


A Pioneering Late 19th-Century 
Church Architect 


A LECTURE on this subject was given to 

the Ecclesiological Society on February 
20 by Mr. H. V. MOoLESworTH ROBERTS. 
Mr. Harold L. Mann presided. The lecturer 
first pointed out that there were three, if not 
four, architects of that name: Edmund 
senior, with whom J. D. did churches and 
restorations from 1865 to 1868, apparently 
the latter’s elder brother; J. D. himself, 1838- 
91, who started independent designing about 
1870; Edmund junior, who worked from 
1892 (after J. D.’s death) to the 1900’s; and 
Edmund H., presumably the same as the pre- 
ceding, who wrote Norman Architecture in 
Cornwall (1909) and is said to have been 
killed in the 1914-18 war. Returning to 
John Dando Sedding, Mr. Roberts stressed 
his significance as one of three men who pro- 
duced astonishingly beautiful churches in the 
midst of the drab 1870s (see his letter in The 
Builder, January 9, 1953, p. 87). 

Sedding’s more important works were then 
illustrated on the epidiascope: St. Clement, 
Boscombe, Bournemouth (c. 1873), the key 
work; Holy Redeemer, Clerkenwell (c. 1887- 
88), quite different, in an early Italian renais- 
sance treatment; Holy Trinity, Sloane-street, 
Chelsea (c. 1888-90), a remarkable fusion of 
simplified Gothic and Italianate lines, with 
elaborate fittings in the “ Arts and Crafts” 
tradition, some by Sedding, some by his pupil 
and follower, Henry Wilson; St. Peter, Ealing 
(c. 1889 onwards); Falmouth, All Saints, with 
severely moulded round arches: church fit- 
tings, secular work and garden design. Henry 
Wilson’s work, both finishing Sedding’s and 
independent (c. 1891-1905), was briefly out- 
lined. 

In the discussion Mr. W. W. BEGLEey, LRIBA, 
regretted that Sedding did not live longer to 
complete the intended decorations of the 
Sloane-street church; Mr. Gerald Cobb asked 
why Falmouth was so puritanically simple; 
and further bibliographical references to Wil- 
son were furnished. The talk, with the text 
of an unpublished article by the lecturer, 
giving full details, is to be published in the 
Society’s Transactions. 


OBITUARY 


Herbert Matthews, FRIBA 

We regret to announce the death, which 
took place on March 4, of Mr. Herbert 
Matthews, FRIBA. He was 79 years of 
age. After being articled to Charles S. Adye, 
the county architect for Wiltshire, he com- 
menced practice in 1898 at Bath. His works. 
included Denewood Grange at Bath, Little 
George Hotel at Chippenham, the Infectious 
Diseases Hospital at Chippenham, and the 
Grand Pump Room Hotel at Bath, etc. 


The Late Mr. Speddy 

It is with regret that we record the death 
of Mr. Joseph Speddy, architect, of Lowther, 
Penrith, Cumberland, formerly architect to 
the Lowther Estates. His funeral was held 
on February 22 at Lowther Church. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 


Figures for January 
THE Housinc SUMMARY now presented* 
shows that the number of permanent houses. 
completed in Great Britain during January 
was 24,595, compared with 20,584 in 
January, 1953. 





* Cmd. 9086 Housing Summary, January 31, 1954. 
HMSO, price 2d. 
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HOUSE-BUILDERS’ 
MEETING 
Mr. Harold Macmillan’s Visit 


AN account of the annual general meet- 

ing of the House-Builders’ Section of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, held recently at the Dorchester 
Hotel, is given in the March issue of the 
Eastern Federation’s bulletin. 

The following officers were elected: — 
R. W. Whittington (president), G. Reed 
{senior vice-president), F. Russon (junior 
vice-president) and H. Spencer, JP (immedi- 
ate past-president). The bulletin goes on to 
state :— 

The outstanding feature of the meeting 
was a visit from Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing, for an off-the-record 
discussion. In his opening address he 
referred to the increasing proportion of 
houses being built by private enterprise, viz., 
1951, 22,000; 1952, 34,000; and 1953, 60,000; 
1954, 80,000 (estimated). The condition for 
further progress was a reduction in costs. 
On quality, the Minister reaffirmed his con- 
fidence in the scheme operated by the 
National House-Builders’ Registration Coun- 
cil. After thanking the house-builders for 
the part they have played during the past 
two years, and the Federation for its support 
and co-operation, the Minister then pro- 
ceeded to deal with an interesting variety of 
questions. Some of the points made by Mr. 
Macmillan were as follows :— 

Subsidies—Housing subsidies could not 
continue indefinitely at the present rate. 
There were indications that a climate of pub- 
lic opinion was forming which was favour- 
able to the idea of some check on the amount 
of public expenditure on subsidies to those 
not necessarily in need. 

Stamp duty.—There had been some adjust- 
ment of stamp duty last year, and it was 
hoped some further improvement would be 
possible. The Federation’s viewpoint would 
‘be kept in mind. 

Building society finance—It was hoped 
that consultations between the Ministry, local 
authorities, and building societies would lead 
to a guarantee scheme which would reduce 
the initial capital the would-be owner- 
occupier had to find. 

New Streets Act—A great deal of con- 
sideration had been given to the effects of 
the New Streets Act upon which he had 
had discussions with the Federation’s repre- 
sentatives. For the moment the amount of 
business in Parliament precluded the chances 
of any further legislation during this session, 
but if it became necessary some further step 
might be taken. 

Building for letting —The Minister asked 
for details of cases where rent tribunals 
might alter rents agreed between builder and 
tenant as providing an economic return for 
capital outlay. 

Town planning machinery—More inspec- 
tors were being appointed to speed up 
decisions and appeals. 


Compensation claims.—It was regrettable 
that some with claims for compensation had 
‘been required to wait an extra nine to 12 
months for settlement. The second Act 
would, it was hoped, find its way to the 
Statute Book in the summer of this year. 
Successful claimants would have the satis- 
faction of being paid 20s. in the £ with 
interest, instead of 16s. in the £, as would 
have been the case if this course had not 
been adopted. 

Land, etc-——The Minister recalled that in 
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1951 he had urged local authorities to avoid 
using land owned by house-builders who 
were likely to develop it in a reasonable time. 
It was likely that many local authorities 
would now be glad to see an expansion of 
non-subsidised private house-building, and 
consider very carefully before embarking on 
schemes which would add to the subsidy 
burden on the rates for general housing 


needs. 
LCC 


Expenditure for Schools 


AT a meeting of the London County Coun- 

ig cil on March 2, the Hon. JoHN 
FREMANTLE asked the chairman of the 
Education Committee, what was the esti- 
mated capital and maintenance expenditure 
so far approved or proposed for each of the 
new comprehensive schools by name. 

In reply, Mr. R. MCKINNON Woob said 
that separate estimates of maintenance expen- 
diture were not kept, but, in so far as the 
comprehensive secondary schools would 
provide for a cross-section of the type of 
pupil normally provided for by secondary 
schools generally, there was no reason to 
suppose that the unit cost would differ 
materially from the figure given in the esti- 
mates for secondary schools as a whole. 

The capital cost was controlled by the 
standards laid down by the Minister of 
Education limiting the net cost per place, 
the same for all secondary schools. 


Council’s Housing List 


On March 2 THE Hon. Mrs. TREVOR 
Rose asked the chairman of the Housing 
Committee (i) How many families were re- 
housed by thé Council in 1953 and (ii) How 
many families still remain on the Council’s 
housing list in the category “A” of urgency 
—(a) who registered on or before December 
31, 1946; (b) who registered on or before 
December 31, 1949; (c) who registered after 
this date. 

In reply, Mr. A. REGINALD STAMP said (i) 
10,617 families were rehoused by the Coun- 
cil in 1953. (ii) The position on February 
6 last was:— (a) 2,594; (b) 17,959, including 
(a); and (c) 34,925. 


LILLE INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
Opportunity for Continental Trade 


THE LILLE INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR— 
to be held from May 1-16—is a technical 
and economic exhibition open to in- 
dustries all over the world. Situated in 
Lille, in the heart of the northern region of 
France, one of the most important agricul- 
tural and industrial areas in the Northern 
Countries, the Fair occupies a superficial 
area of about 240,000 sq. yd. of which 
96,000 sq. yd. include covered halls. The 
Grand Palace covers a superficial area of 
about 1 hectare on one single piece of 
ground. The frontage measures 120 metres 
long by 30 metres high, the whole entirely 
covered with aluminium. About 3,500 ex- 
hibitors are received every year and include 
firms of about fifteen different nationalities. 
One and a half million visitors are admitted 
annually, of whom 300,000 are Belgians, 
Dutch, Luxemburgers, English and Germans. 
Fifteen different countries allow special 
facilities and reductions in railway fares, 
aerial and sea transport upon presentation 
of the “Fair Identity Card,” issued by the 
Fair authorities, French Consulates and the 
principal travel agencies the world over. 
Details of the Fair are obtainable from the 
Administration, Grand Palais de la Foire, 
Lille, France. 
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EXPANSION OF 
EDENBRIDGE 


LCC Scheme Turned Down 
by Kent CC 


THE KENT County COUNCIL has refused 
the London County Council planning per- 
mission for the development of about 170 
acres of land at Edenbridge for housing and 
ancillary purposes, including the provision 
of industrial and commercial development if 
required, 

The Kent CC have decided to refuse plan- 
ning permission on three grounds: 

(a) the development would prejudice agrj- 
cultural interests; (b) the development of the 
land in question as a local authority housing 
estate would not be likely to result in g 
satifactorily integrated community; and (c) 
the development proposed would need to be 
balanced by other forms of residential 
development as well as industrial develop- 
ment; and would therefore be likely to 
result in greater expansion of Edenbridge 
than is implied by Part A of the Kent 
Development Plan. Such greater expansion 
would in the opinion of the Kent CC, impair 
the rural amenities of Edenbridge and 
destroy the small country town character 
that it is desirable to maintain. 

In Part A of the Kent Development Plan, 
it is proposed that Edenbridge should func- 
tion as a “ major centre.” This means that 
moderate increases in its population would 
be provided for, but no general expansion 
would be encouraged. The Development 
Plan is at present before the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, who held 
a local inquiry into its provisions about 15 


months ago. 
BOOKS 


*« Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book, Dept., “ The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





EUROPEAN RENT PoLiciEs. (Geneva: United 


Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe). Obtainable from HM 
Stationery Office, price 2s. Pp. 62. 


HIS document was prepared by the 
secretariat of the UN Economic Com- 
mission for Europe for the seventh session 
of the Commission’s Housing Sub-Com- 
mittee. It reviews the rent policies of some 
ten west European countries, including the 
United Kingdom, and should be of parti- 
cular interest to readers in this country in 
view of the current proposals for the amend- 
ment of the Rents Acts. 

The report contains some important and 
significant conclusions which might well be 
considered by our own Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. For instance, atten- 
tion is drawn to the fact that an appreciable 
proportion of this country’s stock of dwell- 
ings is now over 100 years old; and it is 
pointed out that, if property has been neg- 
lected for a long time owing to low rent, a 
small increase in rent may be inadequate 
initially owing to the high cost of putting 
several things right at once. There are also 
some shrewd remarks about the effects of 
rent control: “ It may be concluded that lack 
of maintenance is generally confined to old 
houses which need most maintenance, but 
have the lowest rents. It should not be diffi- 
cult to devise measures to deal with such 
cases. Where the sole problem is the level 
of the rent, on the other hand, it should be 
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remembered that many landlords expect the 
abolition or mitigation of rent control at 
some future date, and therefore much pro- 
perty is maintained in the light of these ex- 
pectations, but would be neglected if rent 
control were to continue indefinitely.” These 
words were written before the UK Govern- 
ment announced their proposals for dealing 
with the rent and repairs problem, and the 
report does not discuss the powers. which 
local authorities in this country have for 
compelling landlords to effect repairs. These 
factors may well affect the accuracy of this 
forecast of the probable effects of a con- 
tinuation of rent control. 

The report also considers the effect of rent 
control on new housebuilding, and says that 
its most serious effect in this connection is 
the serious diversion of financial resources 
to the subsidising of new houses—a course 
often forced on governments in order to 
maintain low controlled rents. “ An inevit- 
able corollary is that they (governments) are 
reluctant to build as many houses as they 
ought, owing to the burden on the national 
budget. Although: this may not be exer- 
cising any markedly restrictive effect on 
housebuilding in must countries at present, 
it may well become much more serious as 
time goes on. Sometimes the point is 
reached when subsidies have to be applied 
even to the maintenance of old houses.” The 
last sentence seems almost prophetic in view 
of subsequent developments in this country: 
under the Government’s new proposals for 
dealing with the slums, a high proportion of 
the dwellings in some of the northern indus- 
trial towns will pass into the ownership of 
the local authorities when the rents will be 
subsidised partly out of Treasury grants and 
partly out of local rates. 

Unfortunately, the report contains a num- 
ber of inaccurate and misleading statements 
on rent control in this country, and these 
errors must inevitably arouse suspicion as to 
the accuracy of the report in respect of other 
countries. It is to be hoped that the United 
Nations secretariat can ensure greater 
accuracy in future reports of this kind. 
There is, however, a very interesting appen- 
dix on recent rent control legislation in 
France, and as this appendix was prepared 
by the French Minister of Reconstruction 
and Town Planning it may be taken as 
authoritative. This legislation introduced 
an entirely new system for regulating rents, 
being based on floor space with allowances 
for amenities and reductions for defects. It 
is claimed that, in spite of its apparent com- 
plexity, the system has worked well. The 
system might well be considered in this 
country, and the report is worth buying for 
this appendix alone. 

A. Bo}. 


THE BasiLicA OF ST. PETER. By Paul Leta- 
rouilly. Preface by Professor A. E. 
Richardson, RA. (London: Alec Tiranti, 
Ltd.) Price 25s. 


LETAROUILLY’s remarkable book of 
measured and other drawings of St. Peter’s, 
Rome, was published in Paris in 1882. The 
present reprint contains the 98 plates com- 
prised in the first four sections, 13 of which 
are of earlier buildings on the site, 25 of 
various projects for the basilica, and 60 of 
the building as erected. Thus, all the draw- 
ings necessary for the study of St. Peter’s 
are contained in this volume. Professor 
Richardson contributes a short history of the 
building in a preface, which is printed in 
French as well as English, as also are the 
captions to the illustrations. The repro- 
ductions preserve the beautiful quality of 
*he originals, which are marvels of accuracy 
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and delicacy of delineation. One is lost 
in admiration of the artistry and industry 
of Letarouilly, and it would have added to 
the interest of the present volume if some 
brief biographical notes on the artist and 
his methods could have been included. _ If 
this volume is successful the publishers pro- 
pose to reprint two further volumes of the 
lesser surrounding buildings, thus complet- 
ing the 264 plates recording “the richest 
architectural ensemble in the world.” 


G. J. H. 
LMBA 
Higher Productivity Needed 


N urgent call for an increase of 15 per 
cent. in building productivity this year 
was made by Mr. R. S. WILLIAMS, the new 
president of the LMBA, in an address to 
members of Central Area No. 2 at a 
luncheon in Paddington recently. Alderman 
W. E. Harris chairman of the Area, presided. 

“Last year,’ said Mr. Williams, “ our 
productivity figure went up by 5 per cent. 
That was not good enough when you think 
of all the aids to production we are now 
enjoying in the shape of greater mechanisa- 
tion, more use of prefabricated components, 
better supplies of materials, more detailed 
planning before work on the site begins and 
the wider application of incentives, and by 
that I mean not money incentives alone. 

“Some may think that I am setting my 
sights too high, but I maintain that if we 
bring our efficiency up to concert pitch there 
is no reason why, with the co-operation of 
the operatives, we should not increase pro- 
ductivity by 15 per cent. this year.” 

It would not be easy to achieve but he 
was Satisfied that it could be done. The 
opportunities before us were a challenge to 
every section of the building industry, for 
there was work available for all, big and 
small firms alike. Builders should take 
stock of the position, remembering all the 
time that methods were changing and that 
the arrival of new materials and new pro- 
cesses demanded that they kept their organi- 
sations abreast of the times. 

Building was no longer solely a craft 
industry; it was becoming increasingly an 
assembly industry as well. That called for 
a fresh outlook on much of their work, for 
initiative, enterprise and a spirit of adventure. 

Mr. Williams has also paid presidential 
visits to the North-Eastern, North-Western 
and South-Eastern Areas, at each of which he 
was entertained to lunch, the respective 
chairman of the Areas, Mr. S. A. H. King, 
Mr. L. F. Chamberlain and Mr. E. Smith, 
presiding. 


4 


NFBTE President 


The new president of the National Federa- 
tion, Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, is to be the guest 
of the LMBA council at a luncheon before 
its March meeting on March 18. He is to 
speak afterwards at a meeting of the council. 
Mr. R. S. Williams will preside. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Changes in Iron and Steel Scrap Prices 


AFTER CONSULTING the Iron and Steel 
Board, the Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, has made an order increasing the 
controlled maximum delivered prices of 
scrap iron and scrap steel to allow for the 
recent rise in rail freight charges. The main 
increases range from 2s. to 4s. 1d. per ton. 

The order, the Iron and Steel Scrap 
(Amendment No. 3) Order, 1954 (SI 1954 
No. 241) came into operation on March 8. 
Copies from HMSO or any bookseller. 
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BALLAST AND SAND 


Amendments to Wages Agreement 






T a meeting of the National Joint 

Council for the Ballast and Sand In- 
dustry, held on February 17, the following 
amended wording of Clause 13 of the Wages 
Agreement was adopted:— 

(1) All employees with twelve continuous 
months’ service prior to March 31 in any 
year with the same employer shall be en- 
titled to twelve days’ holiday per annum. 
Employees with less than twelve months’ 
continuous service prior to March 31 in any 
year as aforesaid shall (subject however as 
provided in Sub-clause (2) be entitled to one 
day’s holiday for each month’s service. 

Where an employee is entitled to six or 
fewer day’s holiday in any year, these days 
shall be taken consecutively, at the con- 
venience of the employer, between March 
31 and October 1, with payment as stated 
below. Where an employee is entitled to 
more than six days’ holiday in any year, 
at least six days shall be taken consecutively, 
at the convenience of the employer, between 
March 31 and October 1, and the remaining 
days shall be taken at any time during the 
year, as mutually agreed between employer 
and employees at individual quarry level. 

Such holidays shall be paid at the rate of 
73 hours at the rate-.applicable to the 
operative’s particular grade, for each day. 


(2) On ceasing to be employed a worker 
shall be paid, on termination of his employ- 
ment, holiday pay (at the rate of one day for 
each complete one month of continuous 
service with the employer in whose employ 
he was immediately prior to termination) 
for all holidays then earned (calculated up 
to the date of termination) but not taken. 

PROVIDED that an employee leaving of 
his own accord before having completed 
three months’ service as aforesaid, shall not 
be entitled to any holiday pay. 

(3) Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Easter 
Monday, Whit Monday, August Bank Holi- 
day, and (unless otherwise agreed locally) 
Good Friday in England, and in Scotland a 
day to be mutually agreed between employer 
and employees and any other bank holiday 
specially proclaimed shall be allowed as a 
holiday with one day’s pay, such day’s pay 
being the amount equivalent to payment at 
the rate applicable to the employee’s 
particular grade for the hours workable 
during a normal day (under the provisions 
of Clause 8 hereof) on which the bank 
holiday in question falls. It shall be a con- 
dition of payment for bank holidays that 
an employee shall be in attendance and 
available for work on the last working day 
immediately preceding the holiday and on 
the day following the holiday. Absence due 
to sickness or other cause acceptable to the 
employer as a reasonable excuse shall not 
deprive the employee of bank holiday pay. 


(4) If an employee shall be required to 
work on any such bank holiday he shall be 
paid normal rates of pay in respect of the 
actual hours worked plus one day’s pay (as 
above defined) in lieu of holiday. PRO- 
VIDED ALWAYS that by agreement 
between employer and employee an em- 
ployee required to work on a bank holiday 
may be paid at normal rates of pay in 
respect of the hours worked without any 
such addition as aforesaid provided he be 
allowed one day’s holiday with pay in lieu 
of such bank holiday at such time as may 
be mutually agreed in addition to any other 
holiday with pay to which he may be entitled 
under Sub-Clause (1) of this clause. 





IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


HE whole of the morning and afternoon 

sittings of Standing Committee C 

of the House of Commons on March 2 were 

devoted to consideration of Clause 18 

(Repairs for increase for dwelling-house in 
good repair). 

Mr. BLENKINSOP moved an amendment to 
provide that in certain cases there ought to 
be statutory compulsion on the landlord to 
accept a tenant from a council housing list 
if he was to get the benefit of the increased 
rent. He said that in most cities, when 
applicants applied for new council houses. 
the local authorities invited them to inquire 
from their present landlords, if they were 
private landlords, whether they would take 
in replacement a tenant from the council 
housing list if the existing tenant could be 
rehoused in a council] house. Many local 
authorities provided special forms for land- 
lords or their agents to sign, saying merely, 
without formality, that they would agree to 
take any tenant from the council house wait- 
ing list if their existing tenant was rehoused. 
Where this had been done, it had had very 
great advantages. It certainly meant that 
the council were able to get a double shift 
of tenants. But it was the experience of 
everyone who dealt at all frequently with this 
sort of case that the majority of landlords 
would not agree to take a tenant from the 
council housing list, presumably mainly 
because the landlord wanted to sell. 

He had been making inquiries about the 
position in other European countries. Certain 
recommendations had been put forward by 
the United Nations Committee which had 
been examining the problem of rent control 
in Europe. The Committee referred in 
passing to the fact that in certain European 
countries provisions of the kind now pro- 
posed were in operation. In some European 
countries — Holland, for instance — local 
authorities had complete power of nomina- 
tion of tenants and that was linked up with 
provisions for rent increases in those coun- 
tries. It was agreed that they wanted to 
secure better use of existing property and 
the amendment would make a very real 
contribution to that end. 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE said that the amend- 
ment appeared to be drafted on the assump- 
tion that there was and always would be 
everywhere a housing shortage, because if a 
landlord entered into a tenancy undertaking 
he would find it difficult ever to put in a 
new tenant, if he had a vacancy, unless the 
local authority had produced not merely a 
list of people who .wanted houses, but a list 
of people who wanted that type of house, at 
the size and the rent. A number of con- 
trolled houses were of large size and not by 
any means the kind of house which masses 
of would-be tenants on local authority hous- 
ing lists would wish to accept. 


Mr. BLENKINSOP pointed out that if it was 
not possible to find a tenant from the coun- 
cil list who wished to occupy the type of 
property at the rent, the landlord, under the 
amendment, would be excused if three offers 
had been made. 


* An Extra Impediment” 


Mr. BROOKE said he could not help think- 
ing that Mr Blenkinsop was trying to im- 
pose as a condition of raising any rent any- 
where an arrangement which might be totally 
unsuitable in areas of quite a considerable 
number of local authorities where there was 
not a long and varied waiting list. They 
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should pause and consider long before they 
put this extra impediment in the way of the 
improvement of these existing houses. It 
might have serious obstructive effects in 
some areas. 


Mr. MITCHISON said it was putting a very 
small burden on the landlord to do what 
was suggested in the amendment. He 
needed to do it only if he required to in- 
crease the rent. 


Mr. MorttT-RADCLYFFE, on the other hand, 
felt that the amendment imposed one more 
obstacle for the landlord to overcome before 
he could raise the rent, and therefore, before 
the repairs could be done. If he were asked 
how best he could wreck the Bill and cause 
friction between landlord and local authority 
he would say that all that would be neces- 
sary would be to incorporate an amendment 
of this sort. 


Mr. JANNER suggested that the Minister 
should consider introducing into the Bill 
something further—a protection in respect 
of any increase allowed in the future, so 
that the house concerned should be available 
for letting and not for sale. 


Government’s View 


Mr. MarPLES, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, said that the principle involved 
in the amendment was that the landlord 
would be prevented from getting an increased 
rent for repairs unless he undertook a con- 
tractual obligation, namely, that when the 
house came into his possession he would ac- 
cept a tenant from a list prepared for that 
purpose by the local authority. The amend- 
ment might defeat the main object of Clause 
18, because landlords might be discouraged 
by this additional proviso from using the pro- 
visions of the Bill and repairing the houses. 
In that case the existing stock of houses 
for letting would be reduced by those that 
fell into disrepair. The amendment would 
conflict with what the Government had in 
mind, which was to repair houses. It might 


even shrink still further the available 
pool of houses for letting. 
Mr. BeEvAN said that the amendment 


created no obstacle: the only obstacle 
would be in the case of a landlord who had 
no sense of public duty. 

The amendment was negatived by 23 votes 
to 16. 


Permitted Increase and New Purchasers 


Mr. MacCoL_t moved an amendment to 
provide that the permitted increase should 
be confined to people who had owned the 
property before the war or who had obtained 
it since the war, not by purchase but by 
transfer as the result of a will or gift or in 
some other way; but that people who had 
bought property subsequently since the end 
of the war should be excluded from the 
benefit. 

He said that people who had bought pro- 
perty since ‘the war had done so in the 
market with full knowledge of all the impli- 
cations, not only of the Rent Restriction 
Acts, but of the increase in the cost of repairs 
and the kind of expenditure that they would 
be called on to incur as a result of purchas- 
ing their property. They were not the foolish 
though worthy people who bought property 
30 or 40 years ago thinking that property 
values would be maintained and who had 
been caught in the market. They had been 
business men, who had looked as business- 
men at an investment. He hoped the Minister 
would admit the foolishness of completely 
poisoning the atmosphere surrounding his 
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Bill by giving an unearned incrersent to 
people who had cynically bought property 
after assessing on the basis of the Rent 
Restriction Acis what profits they would get, 


Mr. MACMILLAN said if the amendment 
were accepted it would mean that no pro. 
perty that passed even in the future would 
be able to attach a repairs increase. No 
sale of property by an individual or the sale 
of a large-scale estate could ever attract any- 
thing but the present fixed rent. Since the 
whole object of the Bill was to bring into the 
house sufficient rent, subject to various condj- 
tions, to enable it to be kept in repair and to 
ensure that it was kept in repair. if the 
amendment were accepted they would be 
practically under-cutting the Bill as the years 
went on. He would try to see if there were 
other legislative weapons to deal with the 
matter. 


Mr. BEVAN feared that the amendment 
might cast the net too wide and catch people 
other than the bad landlord. What about 
all the rent-controlled property bought by 
the great public corporations, by statute 
especially since the war? The great diff. 
culty was that when we tried to penetrate 
the jungle of private enterprise and select 
the worst beasts one could not discover 
them. They were hidden in the undergrowth 
ae so they killed the poor harmless ones as 
well. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn, 


Smaller Increase Advocated 


Mr. BLENKINSOP moved a further amend- 
ment to provide that a landlord should be 
entitled to increase thé rent only by the 
amount of the statutory deduction, and not 
by twice that amount. The Minister's justi- 
fication for providing for twice the statutory 
deduction was that the Girdwood Committee 
had made certain recommendations relating 
to the cost of repairs as between 1938 and 
the present day, but he challenged the value 
of using 1938 as the base year. There might 
have been some justification for going back 
to 1920, when the last revision of rents was 
made, or for going back to the period just 
after the last war, when, roughly speaking, 
prices and costs had risen again to much the 
same level as in 1920, but there was no justi- 
fication for taking the year 1938. 


MR. GIBSON supported the amendment on 
the purely practical groind that the Bill 
would otherwise lead to rent increases 
which were unreasonable, even if they 
accepted the broad theory of the Bill that 
there was necessity for an increase in rent 
in order to recompense the landlord for 
money spent on repairs. 


Mr. BEVAN said it was up to the Minister 
to make out a case for allowing twice the 
Statutory rate of deduction, and the Gird- 
wood Committee ought not to be pleaded 
in aid for all the events which had transpired 
since 1920, 


Mr. MACMILLAN said it had not been 
possible to base a scheme on the 1920 
arrangements, because of the process of 
decontrol, recontrol and new building, so 
he tried to find a formula to which a repairs 
increase could be attached, and which would 
do this job as fairly as human ingenuity 
could do it. The professional body which 
was most expert in this matter—the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors—having 
made a very careful survey in the first stage 
of the scheme, took the view that in the 
year 1939 the statutory deduction, averaged 
over a period of five years and spent entirely 
upon the house, was approximately the 
amount needed to keep the house in good 
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repair. He accordingly decided that 1939 
was the right year to take, if he were to 
base the scheme on a statutory deduction. 

Having decided on the principle of the 
statutory deduction, they then tried to find 
out what was the right multiplier. He asked 
the Girdwood Committee to report what 
had been the increase in the cost of repairs, 
and they reported that they had gone up 
by about 316 per cent. It was possible that 
there would be still further rises, and pure 
logic would show that the amount should 
be a little more than twice the statutory 
deduction. 

Having taken a figure of twice the statu- 
tory deduction, he would point out that 
there were four ways in which the tenant 
was protected. First, the house must be fit 
for human habitation. Second, it must be 
in good repair. Here they had introduced 
a new definition—not that of the Lord Chief 
Justice, but as regarded structure and decora- 
tion. Third, the increase in rent must be 
spent in repairs. That was the biggest 
protection. Fourth, in order to deal with 
the problem of the variations in rents he 
had introduced a stopper, to prevent his 
formula working unfairly in the case of rents 
which had already risen to a substantial 
figure for one reason or another. Those 
four protections helped to make the prin- 
ciple the best that could be worked, and it 
was as fair as they could make it. 

The amendment was negatived by 24 votes 
to 20. The Clause was ordered to stand 
part of the Bill by 23 votes to 20. 


Provisions of Clause 19 


On March 4 Clause 19 (Rent not to be 
increased about twice gross value) was con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Horosin, a Conservative member. 
moved that the amounts of increase should 
he as follows :— 

‘“(a) in the case of a dwelling-house having a 
gross value not exceeding six pounds, three times the 
gross value; : 

““(b) in the case of a dwelling-house having a 
gross value exceeding six but not exceeding sixteen 
pounds, two and a half times the gross value; : 

**(c) in the case of any other dwelling-house, twice 
the gross value.’” 

He said the short point of the amendment 
was this: Could the Minister really assure 
the committee, and was he satisfied himself. 
that the operation of Clause 19, unless it was 
amended so as to put a higher stopper on the 
lower-rated houses, having in view the admit- 
ted cost of keeping these houses in decent 
repair, would not have the effect that even 
the landlord, who was desirous of dealing 
with his properties decently, would be 
advised by his agent: “ This will really not 
do; you are simply throwing good money 
after bad!” The margin allowed would be 
insufficient and the property would continue 
to decay. 


Mr. MAcMILLAN said the Government's 
purpose was not to make a bonus for land- 
lords, but to make the income from the 
house what they thought sufficient to have 
the house repaired. It was obvious that they 
had to have some stop or the income in one 
case would be unnecessarily high for the 
purpose and: could be exceeded by making 
a bonus to the landlord. He would see 
whether any change was needed in the 
system, but he was unable to accept 
the amendment. 

The amendment was negatived. 


Mrs. SLATER, for the Opposition, moved 
to substitute the “rateable” value for the 
“gross” value. She said the Labour Party 
sought to do justice to those living in the 
smaller houses. If a house had a gross value 
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of £15, the ceiling was £30, acording to the 
terms of the Bill. That would mean a ceiling 
rent of lls. 6d. a week. If, however, the 
rateable value was substituted for the gross 
value the ceiling would be £18, which would 
bring down the ceiling rent to 7s. a week. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said he admitted the 
Government had taken a risk, because they 
wanted the repairs to be done. and he would 
do his best to see-that the scheme worked. 
The people would not argue about the per- 
centage. The question was whether the 
scheme would work out fairly, and he 
believed it would. He could not accept the 
amendment, which would wreck the scheme. 
The amendment was negatived by 24 votes 
to 17. 

Clause 19 was ordered to stand part of the 
Bill by 23 votes to 18. 


Dwellings in Good Repair 


On March 2, Mr. BEvAN’s amendment 
to provide that the conditions that houses 
should be in good repair should be those 
recommended by the Mitchell Committee 
[see p. 429 of last week’s issue] was nega- 
tived by 23 votes to 17. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


North Wales Quarrying 


On February 25 Mr. T. W. Jones asked 
the Home Secretary whether he would 
request the Advisory Council of Wales to 
study the present and future position in the 
slate-quarrying industry of North Wales and 
make a report. 


Sir Davip MAXwELL Fyre said that the 
Council had already given some considera- 
tion to the difficulties of the slate-quarrying 
industry and his colleagues and he would 
be glad to consider any advice submitted 
as the result of any further survey which 
the Council might decide to undertake. 


Demolition of Unfit Houses 


On March 2, Mr, Horosin asked the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government if 
he would state the number of slum houses 
demolished in England and Wales during 
each of the last five years. 

Mr. MarPLES said that figures were not 
available for individual years before 1951. 
The figures were :— 





Number 

Period demolished 
April 1, 1945, to March 31, 1951 .. . 33,656 
April 1, 1951, to March 31, 1952 7 10,468 
April 1, 1952, to December 31. 1952 .... 6.739 
Total 50,863 





Land Shortage 


On March 2, Mr. SORENSEN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
in view of the lack of building land within 
the. boundaries of many local authorities, if 
he would now consider issuing a circular 
recommending that, in-appropriate cases two 
or more local authorities should establish 
a joint.committee with a view to pooling 
their applications for accommodation in 
order to meet the worst cases. 

Mr. Marp.Les said that the Minister 
would bear this suggestion in mind when 
next sending a circular to local authorities 
on housing management. 


Bracknell Loan Proposals 


On March 2, Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he had considered the recommenda- 
tion of the Bracknell New Town Corporation; 
and if he was now prepared to make advances 
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to them for periods of 15 years, or less, on 
Public Works Loan Board terms. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the answer to the 
first part of the question was “ yes,” and 
to the second “no.” The Minister thought 
that there were substantial objections to the 
Corporation’s suggestion which was more 
elaborate than appeared from the question. 


Structural Steel Supplies 


On March 2, Mr. HAROLD WILSON asked 
the Minister of Works if he was aware that 
firms supplying structural steel Were quoting 
identical tenders to public authorities; if he 
had studied a recent case in Lancashire in- 
volving public money, the details of which 
had been supplied to him; and whether he 
would take steps to deal with this ring either 
by referring the question to the Steel Board 
or by recommending a reference to the 
Monopolies Commission. 


Sir Davip EcctLes said he was aware that 
firms fabricating and erecting structural steel 
frequently quoted identical prices, as appar- 
ently happened in the case in Lancashire 
referred to. It had been the practice for 
many years for Government contracting de- 
partments to ensure, by costing and other- 
wise, that only a fair and reasonable price 
was paid for this work. The price of fabri- 
cated structural steel was not a matter for the 
Steel Board. The President of the Board 
of Trade, who was well aware of the position, 
would bear it in mind when further refer- 
ences to the Monopolies Commission were 
under consideration. 


Pillars of the Law 

On March 2, Mr. J. ARBUTHNOT asked the 
Minister of Works what were the alterations 
now being made to the pillars outside the 
Law Courts; what was the cost of the work; 
and if he would bear in mind the need for 
eliminating unnecessary expenditure. 


Sir Davip Ecc tes said that the outer sur- 
faces of the columns had crumbled badly and 
were being repaired at a cost of £131. If 
the stone were left to deteriorate the columns 
would, before long, have to be entirely 
replaced at a much greater expense. 


Landlord and Tenant Bill 

On March 4 Standing Committee D of the 
House of Commons began consideration of 
the Landlord and Tenant Bill. The whole 
of the first sitting was devoted to discussion 
on an amendment to Clause 1 moved by Sir 
Frank Soskice, and designed to incorporate 
in the Bill provisions for leasehold 
enfranchisement. 


Sir Davip MaxweLL Fyre, the Home 
Secretary, in reply, said he spent many 
months trying to see whether he could find 
a scheme of lJeasehold enfranchisement 
which would work. He tried, and he failed. 
In the course of his remarks Sir David 
referred to the effect that enfranchisement 
would have on the building lease system. 
The burden of all the songs that had been 
sung on this question was that it would kill 
the building lease system, and most members 
of the Labour party would say that was a 
good thing. But was it? When the Labour 
Government dealt with new towns and town 
and country planning, they thought that the 
building lease system was the best system 
under which to create these enterprises. The 
arguments the Labour Government advanced 
then in favour of the building lease system 
were not inescapably connected with the fact 
that it was public development. They were 
based on the merits of the building lease 
system itself and the powers that it gave 
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for control and convenience of control. 


The amendment was still under discussion 
when the Committee adjourned. 


Basements as Shelters 


On March 4 Mr. ALBu asked the Home 
Secretary whether he had yet made any 
arrangements for the strengthening of base- 
ments in new buildings for the purpose of 
providing air raid shelters. 


Sm Davip MAXWELL FYFE said in the 
immediate future there were other projects 
to which priority must be given in the alloca- 
tion of civil defence expenditure, but this 
matter was under consideration. 

Mr. Noei- BAKER asked if the Home 
Secretary would consult with the Minister of 
Transport about the desirability of using the 
basements of new buildings both for shelter 
space and for parking place for automobiles 
in time of peace. 

Sm Davip MAXWELL FyFe: I have, I am 
and I shall! 


Coventry Local Government Report 


On March 8, Mr. Eric FLETCHER asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he had drawn the attention 
of all local authorities to the suggestions 
made by the Organisation and Methods 
Division of the Treasury for increasing the 
efficiency of local government services in 
Coventry, and whether he would circularise 
all local government authorities with a view 
to causing them to review their administra- 
tive organisation and machinery so as to 
increase efficiency and economy. 

Mr. MarPLES said that local authorities 
already had machinery, through their asso- 
ciations, for discussing questions of this 
kind, and no special action on the Minister’s 
part was necessary or appropriate. The 
Coventry investigation was a confidential one 
carried out by the Treasury at the request 
of the City Council, and its results had 
received wide publicity. 

Mr. HERBERT MorriSON said that the 
Coventry report was an interesting develop- 
ment in local government examination. The 
administrative costs of local authorities was 
a matter of great importance to the rate- 
payers of the State. Would it not be useful 
for the Ministry to prepare a report on the 
experiment for publication which might be 
of value to other local authorities? 

Mr. Marpces said he would ask the 
Minister to consider the suggestion. 


SHEFFIELD, SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
AND DISTRICT SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS 
Annual Dinner-Dance 


WHEN the Sheffield, South Yorkshire and 
District Society of Architects and Surveyors 
held their annual dinner-dance at the Royal 
Victoria Hotel, Sheffield, Mr. S. ELDEN 
Minns, president, said he was surprised that 
the rebuilding of The Moor had not been 
speeded up. He said: “Would it not have 
been better to speed things up a bit to get 
the rateable value there? ” 

The Lord Mayor of Sheffield, COUNCILLOR 
O.tver S. Howes, proposed the toast of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and 
its allied societies and said: “‘We haven't 
a city centre that we can be proud of from 
the architectural point of view, but the archi- 
tects are building the type of building that 
the industry of the city requires. : 

“They may have magnificent buildings in 
other places now, but it is an entirely differ- 
ent type of building that we require.” 
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WAGES IN BUILDING 
Sir Harry Selley’s Views 
QR HARRY R. SELLEY, JP, national 
\” president of the Federation of Master 
Builders, in a speech at the Connaught 
Rooms, London, on March 5, said: 

The past 12 months have seen a tremen- 
dous limbering up by all concerned with 
building. The Government’s target for hous- 
ing has been reached—and well within 
capacity—as was foreseen by the industry so 
soon as it could secure enough freedom of 
action to get both hands to the job. Other 
forms of building and repair works have 
suffered nothing as a consequence of the 
additional number of houses provided, and, 
in fact, the overall output of the industry has 
increased. 

The supply of materials, generally speak- 
ing, has kept pace with our requirements 
and we must pay tribute to the manufacturers 
and distributors whose efforts in difficult cir- 
cumstances have helped to this end. We be- 
lieve that even greater progress can be made 
this year, given reasonable weather condi- 
tions. 

There remains the obstinate question of 
high costs, and this may well prove the most 
serious stumbling block to all plans for build- 
ing and repair works. In spite of the utmost 
scrutiny and supervision by all concerned 
to secure efficient working, to reduce over- 
heads, and to accept a minimum profit, too 
many factors still remain outside the control 
of the builders themselves in relation to the 
pricing of work. To the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, at a most timely moment, we 
say “ Be wise and give everyone encourage- 
ment in your new Budget.” 

At this time our industry is faced with 
additional wage claims—very substantial 
ones, too—although the basic rates per hour 
for all operatives are allied to the official 
Cost of Living Index, and are adjusted at 
regular intervals accordingly. Whether re- 
peated wage claims are founded on any 
measure of hardship or are, in fact, simply 
the result of a popular, and even understand- 
able. clamour, they must always have regard 
to the economics of the situation, and to the 
purchasing power of the customer. We feel 
very strongly that in this direction we have 
now reached an unmistakable sign marked 
“ stop.” 

No one, however, wants to restrict the wage 
earner who wholeheartedly steps up_ pro- 
duction. Perhaps, indeed, our present sys- 
tem of paying for work requires fresh 
thought, and possibly as the result of a close 
investigation into the whole problem by 
representatives from all sections of the in- 
dustry, a new conception of payment would 
emerge, based on sounder economics, and 
acceptable by all who can appreciate straight 
thinking. 

A suggestion on these lines, I see, has al- 
ready been put forward by the national pre- 
sident of our fellow employers’ organisation. 
I want to endorse it- A working party 
coming from the industry itself would be 
an intelligent step in the right direction at 
a most critical moment of our history. 


Master Painters 

At the annual conference of the National 
Federation of Master Painters and Decora- 
tors (North East Region) held recently in 
Harrogate, the annual report was adopted, 
stating that decoration costs could be reduced. 
It stated that a more realistic outlook on 
producion per hour was required from 
employees if they wanted full employment 
to continue. 
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“ NARROW FRONT ” HOUSES AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


Experiment for Housing Ministry 


TWENTY-FOUR “narrow front” houses— 
dwellings with a frontage more than 5 ft. 
narrower than the normal council house— 
are to be built in Birmingham by the corpor- 
ation as an experiment for the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. 

The houses are to be built in Queen’s- 
street, Aston, and on the Staplehall Farm 
Estate, West Heath, to help the Ministry to 
find a way of building’ cheaper council 
houses. 

They will have three bedrooms and a bath- 
room, and a iounge and dual-purpose dining- 
room kitchen. They have been designed by 
Ministry architects to save building space 
and costs. 

The 12 houses at Aston will have a front- 
age of 13 ft. 6 in., compared with the 20 ft. 
frontage of the average council house. They 
will have no conventional hall and through 
passage, however, and the lounges will open 
on to the garden. 

The houses at West Heath will have a 
frontage of 15 ft., with an “ outhouse ” for 
storing tools and prams, but they will have 
a through passage to the garden, so that 
it is unnecessary to go through the lounge. 

The houses will be built with 10-in. thick 
concrete side walls, which will bear the main 
weight of the roof and superstructure. The 
fronts: and backs of the houses will be 
“shells” of large windows and light brick- 
work, designed to economise on_ interior 
building costs. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


Scheme to Build Council Houses 


A DEPARTMENT for building municipal 
houses by-direct labour is to be set up under 
Birmingham’s House Building Committee, if 
the City- Council agrees. 

The committee decided on March 4 to 
accept the responsibility of setting up the 
controversial new department and to seek 
official approval at the City Council meet- 
ing on April 13. 

Now the committee is to go ahead and 
consider how the department will work. 
Conferences are to be held with the Estab- 
lishments Committee to settle staffing prob- 
lems, and provisions are to be made for 
securing capital to buy plant and equipment. 


NEW COMPANIES 


_ THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordaa 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Burgh Construction Co., Ltd. (526931.) Regd. Dec. 
16. Dir.: F, B. Dawson, Welham House. Spilsby. 
Lincs. 

Butagas (Wroxham), Ltd. (527242.) Regd. Dec. 24, 
suppliers of substances and materials for heating and 
lighting, and appliances and installations used in con- 
nection therewith, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. _ Dirs.: 
T. M. Hagenbach and Mrs. J. K. Hagenbach, The 
Maltings, Wroxham, Norfolk. 

Fred Parrish & Sons, Ltd, (527249.) Regd. Dec. 24, 
441, Tong-st., Dudley Hill, Bradford, plumbers, sani- 
tary, heating, hot water, mech., elec. and genl. engrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000 ir.: F. Parrish, 5, Bell 
View Cottages, Ambler Thorn, nr. Halifax. 

Geo. Greenwood & Sons, Ltd. (527250.) Regd. 
Dec. 24, St. Gregory’s Works, Acton-sq., Sudbury, 
Suffolk, bldrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£20,000. Dir.: L. W. McQuhae, Byeways, Abbey-rd., 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 

W. B. Dale & Sons, Ltd. (527269.) Regd. Dec. 24, 
Midland Bank-chbrs., Otley, Yorks., painters, «ecora- 
tors, french polishers, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000, Dir.: 
H. Dale, 42, Station-rd., Burley-in-Wharfeda! 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Accident-Free Record Claimed 

The 6.700 workers at Fort Dunlop are 
helieved to have set up a record by working 
1,500,000 man-hours without losing any time 
through accidents. 


Appointment 

Mr. J.H.T. Rowland, Deputy Surveyor to 
Whitby UDC, has been appointed Engineer, 
Surveyor and Water Engineer to Hunstanton 
UDC, Norfolk, and will take up his new 
duties on April 1. 


Industrial Safety 

An Institution of Industrial Safety Officers 
has been formed, with a founder member- 
ship of 500 executive grade persons engaged 
in accident prevention in industry. Inter- 
ested individuals are invited to address 
inquiries to the Institution’s office at 52. 
Grosvenor-gardens, SWI. 


Housing Exhibition 

An exhibition to publicise Hull’s building 
and rehousing activities may be held in the 
City Hall from October 9-16, the period 
of the annual Hull Fair, if the Development 
Committee and the Council approve the idea. 
Trades associated with the building and 
housing industries and firms supplying house- 
hold necessities will be asked to exhibit. 


Official Handbook 


This year, for the first time, “ Britain: 
An Official Handbook,” the reference book 
produced for use overseas, is being made 
available on general sale in the UK, and 
is published by the Stationery Office, price 
10s. The main text covers events up to 
October, 1953, and an appendix indicates 
the legislative changes proposed for 1954. 


TV Aerials 


Brackley RDC have refused to allow TV 
aerials to be mounted on the chimneys of 
18 council houses at Middleton Cheney. 
The Rev. J. H. Boyd, chairman of the 
Emergency Building Committee, said the 
committee did not know that they had to 
build for TV aerials, and the chimney-stacks 
were of 44-in. brick only. The building 
committee has decided, however, that in 
future it will pay more for the chimneys 
and allow people to erect aerials on them. 


Bishop’s Palace 


Urgent repair work is being carried out 
800-year-old Bishop’s Palace at 
Hereford because a recent inspection has 
revealed serious damage from the death- 
watch beetle. The massive oak pillars were 
found to be decaying behind the layers of 
plaster which were used to cover them in 
the first quarter of the 18th century. Origin- 
ally 110 feet long and 55 feet wide, the great 
hall of the palace was converted into two 
storeys, and the supporting pillars. each of 
16-in. square oak, began to decay unseen. 


Factory Opening 


A suggestion that all architects and build- 
ers should have their names on the houses 
erected was made by Sir Holland Goddard, 
chairman of the Imperial Typewriter Co., 
Lid, 85, Kingsway, WC2, at a luncheon 
given on February 26 at the Guildhall, Hull, 
10 celebrate the opening of the company’s 
new Hull factory. On the following day, a 
Miaque bearing the name of Mr. Harold 
Priestman, ARIBA, the architect for the new 
factory, was unveiled by Sir David Maxwell 
Fyfe, the Home Secretary. 
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Centenary 

Stockport and District Building Trades 
Employers’ Association, one of the oldest 
associations of building trades employers 
in the country, is celebrating its centenary 
this year. _Most of the early work of the 
association was concerned with negotiations 
with operatives’ bodies at a time when opera- 
tives were paid 26s. for a 574-hour week, 
and a history of the association has been 
compiled and produced in the form of a 
brochure. 


To Visit Labour Organisations 

East Ham Corporation is planning to visit 
towns with direct labour organisations, in 
pursuance of inquiries being made by the 
special committee! it has set up on its own 
direct labour establishment. Barking and 
Bermondsey have been asked if representa- 
tives could view some of their direct labour 
works, and information on direct labour has 
been supplied to East Ham by Barking, 
Battersea, Dagenham, West Ham, Willesden, 
Bermondsey, Hackney and Hammersmith 
Corporations. 


COID Members 

The President of the Board of Trade has 
appointed the following as members of the 
Council of Industrial Design: Mr. E. A. S. 
Alexander, chairman of the Association of 
Glass Manufacturers; Mr. A. B. Clegg, MA, 
Chief Education Officer, West Riding of 
Yorkshire; Mr. Michael Hope, joint 
manager of Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.; 
Mr. H. H. Hutchison, member of the Asso- 
ciation of Engineering and Shipbuilding 
Draughtsmen; Mr. R. C. Sunley, chairman 
of the British Furniture Manufacturers’ 
Federated Association (Exhibitions), Ltd. Sir 
Colin Anderson has been reappointed to be 
a member of the Council on the termination 
of his existing appointment. 


Monopolies Commission ‘Annual Report 


The fifth annual report of the Board of 
Trade on the working of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Acts, 1948 and 
1953, has been published and is now on sale 
at the Stationery Office, price 6d. The report 
covers the calendar year 1953 and includes 
a survey of the suggestions and requests 
made to the Board of Trade during the year 
for the reference of subjects to the Monopo- 
lies Commission. Among these are semi- 
manufactures of copper and copper-based 
alloys; cértain electrical and allied machin- 
ery and plant; buildings in the Greater 
London area: linoleum; sand and gravel in 
central Scotland: and standard metal 
windows and doors. 

Building Densities 

It has been suggested at the Birkenhead 
TC that the Housing Committee may have 
to revise its proposals regarding building 
densities. When discussing a _ private 
development scheme for the erection of 
blocks of flats and garages, it was stated 
that although a definite maximum density 
had been laid down, the density under that 
scheme had been increased by 25 per cent. 
over this figure. The Council should be 
assured that the policy of the committee in 
future would not be to increase all densities 
by the same proportion. Cllr. J. H. Roberts, 
chairman of the Town Planning Committee, 
said the decision had onlv been reached after 
careful consideration. It was in a part of 
the town which could well stand the 
increased density, but the question of den- 
sities would have to be investigated. Experi- 
ence had shown that densities were far 
too low at present. 





Mutual Aid Groups 


Circular No. 9/54, published by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, Whitehall, SW1, has as its subject 
“Civil Defence (Water Supply) Regulations. 
1949—Mutual Aid Groups.” 


Quinquennial Report 

The Quinquennial Report on the work of 
the Sheffield Regional Hospital Board, 
Fulwood House, Old Fulwood - road, 
Sheffield 10, from 1947 to 1952, has now 
been issued. 


Ergonomics 


The fourth annual conference of the 
Ergonomics Research Society will be held 
from April 5 to 8, at Ashorne Hill, near 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. Its subject 
will be “The Scientific Study of Human 
Work in Industry.” 


Assistant Architect 


Mr. Kenneth Geoffrey Sparrow, aged 40, 
has been appointed deputy county architect 
for Huntingdonshire at a salary of £950, ris- 
ing by £50 a year to £1,100. He was pre- 
viously assistant county architect for Berk- 
shire. 

British Standards 


British Standards recently issued include 
BS 459, Part 1, “ Panelled and Glazed Wood 
Doors,” price 3s. 6d.; BS 606, “ Plaited sash 
cords made from hemp,” price 2s.; BS 2088, 
“* Performance Tests for Locks,” price 2s. 6d.; 
and BS 2089, “WC Seats (Wooden),” price 
2s. 6d. Copies are obtainable at the British 
Standards Institution, British Standards 
House, 2, Park Street, W1. 


Hassenbrook School, Essex 


The facing bricks used on the Hassenbrook 
School, Stanford-le-Hope, Essex (illustrated 
in The Builder of February 26), were sup- 
plied by the Ibstock Brick and Tile Co., 
Ltd., Coalville, Leicester, who also kindly 
loaned some of the photographs reproduced 
in the article. The brickwork, both as 
regards colour and texture and bonding, is 
a feature of this school, for which the archi- 
tect was Mr. G. Lacoste, FRIBA, in associa- 
tion with the County Architect, Mr. H. 
Conolly, FRIBA. 

Ceiling Heights 

Crosby (Lancs) Council has obtained a 
compromise in its dispute with the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government relating 
to ceiling heights in connection with housing 
schemes. The Ministry refused to approve 
a draft by-law which provided for a mini- 
mum ceiling height of 8 ft. in rooms in 
certain parts of the town. and insisted on a 
minimum of 7 ft. 6 in. The Ministry has 
now informed the Council that it is prepared 
to entertain a by-law requiring a minimum 
height of ground-floor ceilings of 7 ft. 9 in. 
On upper floors a minimum of 7 ft. 6 in. is 
still insisted upon. 


Phantom Painters 

The activities of ‘phantom painters.” 
working in their spare time at nights and 
weekends, without any protection, were 
deplored by Mr. R. Smirthwaite, the vice- 
president, at the annual dinner of the Don- 
caster and District branch of the National 
Federation of Master Painters and Decora- 
tors on February 26. It was high time, he 
said, that the public were made aware of the 
dangers to which they were exposed in 
employing such men who might not be 
covered by any form of insurance against 
accident or fire. 













































































































TRADE NEWS 

Apprentices’ Trophy 

Illustrated here is a trophy which has 
been devised by Messrs. M. Macdonald & 
Co. (Steeplejacks), Ltd., of Bennett-street, 
Mapperley, Nottingham, for the furtherance 
of craftsmanship as a whole. It symbolises 
an apprentice having almost reached the 





top of his profession and upon each of the 
eight silver plates are engravings of steeples 
and tall buildings which the company have 
restored. The trophy will be awarded this 
year to Peter Dawson, together with 
National Savings Certificates to the value of 
20 guineas, and is being presented by Coun- 
cillor David Richmond, Secretary of the 
Nottingham and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers. 


Cable and Flex 


Leaflets giving details of their non-standard 
lengths of cable and flex coils can now be 
obtained from the British Distributing Co., 
591 Green-lanes, N8. These are understood 
to be made to the same standards of quality 
as standard length coils, the odd lengths 
being lighter with which to work. 


Structural Handbook 

A practical and comprehensive guide to 
the design of efficient and economical light 
alloy structures can be obtained from T.I. 
Aluminium, Ltd., 10, Needless Alley, New- 
Street, Birmingham 2. Published in the 
form of a structural handbook, it includes 
notes and graphs on alloys. members and 
connections 


Waterproofing in a Church 

In connection with the erection of the 
Methodist Church, Orpington (illustrated in 
our issue of February 26) the special reeded 
board dado was protected from damp by 
means of RIW Liquid Asphaltic Composi- 
tion (supplied by RIW Protective Products, 
Co., Ltd., 325, Whitehorse-road, Croydon) 
which provided a continuous waterproof 
membrane. 


THE BUILDER 


Cold-store, Acton 


The builders for the new cold-store for 
T. Wall and Sons, Ltd., at The Friary, Acton, 
were Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
and not as stated in the description of the 
building . published in The Builder of 
February 26. 


Diesel Engine 

A new diesel engine has been put into 
production by the Ford Motor Co., Ltd., 
Dagenham, Essex. It has been designed as 
an alternative to the petrol engine for the 2- 
and 3-ton range of Thames commercial 
vehicles. It is of 3.61 litres capacity, 4- 
cylinder, developing 60 bhp at a governed 
speed of 2,400 rpm. Direct injection, a 5- 
bearing crankshaft and wet cylinder liners 
are among its design features, and it develops 
150 1b./ft. torque at 1,600 rpm with over 
140 lb./ft. between 880 and 2,200 rpm. 


Marble Supplies 

The directors of the Hopton-Wood Stone 
Firms, Ltd., Bank House, The Bridge, Mat- 
lock, Derbyshire, have announced with regret 
that, due to the necessity for an extensive 
and long-term reorganisation of the quarries 
from which “ Hopton-Wood ” marble is ob- 
tained, no further supplies of this material 
will be available. Orders already accepted 
will be executed, but otherwise all quotations 
and offers are withdrawn. The company will 
continue its other activities, including the 
supply of “ Hopton-Wood ” granitos for use 
in reconstructed stone used for decorative 
purposes, 


Denbighshire Technical College, Wrexham 

In connection with the description of this 
new building, printed in our issue of Febru- 
ary 19, 1954, we wish to make it clear that 
the whole of the floor tiling in the entrance 
hall and the hand-printed tiling on the walls 
at both levels and.on the staircase were sup- 
plied and fixed by Carter and Co., London, 
Ltd. The hand-printed tiles were designed 
by Peggy Angus especially for this building 
and were made by Carter and Co., Ltd., 
Poole. This correction refers to the list of 
sub-contractors published on page 337 and 
to the advertisers’ announcement on page 62 
of that issue. 


New Type of Bar Reinforcement 

The Tentor Bar Co., Ltd. 43, Upper 
Grosvenor-street, London, W1, which is a 
member of the Guest, Keen and Nettlefold 
Group, has recently introduced to the British 
market a new type of high-tensile deformed 
bar for concrete reinforcement. Tentor steel 
was first produced in Denmark and is now 
manufactured in England under licence from 
the Danish patentees. The Tentor Bar. 
before processing, is a hot-rolled round bar. 
having two parallel longitudinal ribs and 
transverse diagonal ribs arranged in a 
herringbone pattern. The bar is subjected 
to two different types of cold working: a 
longitudinal stretching process, which in- 
creases the strength throughout the whole 
section of the bar, and a twisting process 
which produces a further increase in strength 
in the outer fibres. The transverse ribs are 
arranged so that the sectional area of the 
bar is uniform throughout its length. The 
projection of the ribs above the general 
surface of the bar and the spacing of the 
transverse ribs are such that in concrete of 
normal quality high bond stresses are de- 
veloped betwecn the steel] and the concrete. 
The bar is rolled from mild steel in accord- 
ance with BS785. having an ultimate tensile 
strength of 28-33 tons per square inch. The 
Tentor process increases the tensile strength. 
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Scaffolders’ Challenge 

The first team of scaffolders employed j 
any one of the leading building compapi, 
or scaffolding contractors who can erect 
traditional tube-and-fittings scatiold fay 
than a team from Acrow (Engiiicers), [4 
South Wharf, Paddington, W2, can erect a 
exactly equivalent scaffold with “ Acroy: 
scaffold units, is offered a prize of £500 fre 
of tax. Contests can be held at Harefigi 
Works, Uxbridge, Middlesex, on May 1,4 
15 and 22, and members of the building 
trade are invited to witness tie conte 
Those wishing to take up the challenp 
should apply to the company by March 3) 


Refrigerators 


Their 1954 range of “Coldrator” domes 
refrigerators has been announced by th 
International Refrigerator Co., Ltd., Flettop, 
Peterborough. The range includes two ney 
refrigerators and a new feature, namely, ty 
“* Buttador,” which has been incorporated jy 
the 44-cu.-ft. and 7-cu.-ft. models. It is; 
compartment in which the user can keep, 
quantity of butter at the right consistengy 
for spreading. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. James LEAH, formerly senior sales represent. 
tive in Lancashire, has been appointed manager of 
the Northern sales area by Celotex, Ltd. Thi 
is a newly created appointment by the company 
and although the area embraces the Isle of 
Man, Lancashire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, North Wales 
and the Birmingham Midland region, Mr. Leah wil 
maintain contact with Lancashire. 


The Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co 
Ltd., Greenwich, SE10, have announced that Mp 
J. N. DEAN has been appointed deputy chairman of 
the company. The executive duties of the board wi 
no longer be vested in a managing director, but will be 
carried out by a managing board, of which Mr. Dean 
as chief executive, will be chairman. 

Mr. A. W. Pyatt, technical representative of Stramit 
Boards, Ltd., for the West Midlands area, has removed 
to 4, Lakehouse-road, Sutton Coldfield, Warwick 
shire. The telephone number remains unchanged 
Erdington 3990. 

TEDDINGTON INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT, LTD., have an- 
nounced the formation of the Teddington Group’s 
Midland area offices. They are situated at 107, Dal 
End, Birmingham, and telephone numbers are Central 
4791 and 4792. 

A staff of engineers will be available to provide a 
consultation service, and Mr. V. C. MILEs will be 
in charge of the new offices. 

H. C. Janes, Ltd., has been reconstructed with a 
issued capital of £80,000. ALDERMAN H. C. Janes. 
MIOB, has been elected chairman of the company and 
has relinquished the office of managing director. The 
new managing director is Mr. RoBerr C. JAngs, the 
son of the chairman. Mr. L. B. SELL becomes deputy 


chairman and Mr. Haro_p W. Janes, MIOB, the 


company’s building director. 

J. A. Hewetson & Co., Ltd., flooring specialists 
Hull, have announced that Mr. C. H. Lax has been 
appointed to the board of directors. 

S. O. Bowker, Ltd., Birmingham, have announced 
that they have appointed Mr. H. ATHERTON as area 
manager for the north-west counties and North 
Wales, operating from their Manchester office a 
85, Mosley-st. 

Mr. L. G. CutsHaw, until recently general 
manager of the Reliance division of Williams and 
Williams, Ltd., and responsible for works production. 
has now been appointed general manager of the com- 
pany’s Chester organisation. Mr. S. J. BLane, unti 
recently purchasing officer to Williams and Williams. 
Ltd., takes over the post of general manager at the 
Hooton (Wirral) factory. He succeeds Mr. C. W. R 
NICHOLSON, who joins the Toronto branch of the 
company. 

The Steel, Peech & Tozer branch of The United 


Steel Companies, Ltd., announce that Mr. P. BEYNOY f 
will be appointed manager of the newly formed Work 


Study department. 

Messrs. Concrete, Ltd., announce that they have 
recently appointed two qualified architects as technical 
representatives. Mr. R. R. J. TASKER, MBE, will be 
in charge of Lancashire, Cheshire and North Wales, 
relieving Mr. F. W. Hulme, who has been with the 
company since its inception in 1919. MR. 


PrRoTHEROE GEORGE will be responsible for Berkshire | 


(east of, and including Reading), Hampshire, Isle ol 
Wight, Sussex. Buckinghamshire, Kent. Surrey, and 
London, South of the Thames, jointly with Mr. W. V 
KILNER, who has been with the company since 1929 

These appointments have been made in order 0 


give better technical service to architects, which has 
become even more desirable since the firim started the 
manufacture of prestressed beams and complete 
frames. 
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for Berkshite | 2gin. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, sreeeuantene aeceigs and 

shire, Isle of Sites) = 13 14 6 stooled cills ; : .» perft.cube 3 1 9 
Rig 2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 12 in. Xx 6in. do. “do. : = X a3 
y since 1929 ites) ‘ 14 3 6 12 in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated ; a 114 0 
in order 10 2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- “Colour Facings 12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throatedcoping ,, 23 6 
s, which has (London Sites) e 14 3 6 14in. x 6in. do. do. ie pe pa 2:06 
n started the dyin. Surrey a Burnt “Multi. Stock Facings 44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... Ph 116 9 
id complete (London Sites) os i i320 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued £: end. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork... perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork cs - as We ans 1.69 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ..» per ft. cube : 2 0 
12in. Xx 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... me 16 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, givensizes _... per ft. sup. 7 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup. 2 11 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
_ Machine-madez Pantiles and French won Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district : ay 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... 4118 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 32 15. -6 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district ... is 370 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. i 66 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1:6: 3 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} .. 618 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) ne 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
eee | ee 100 16 9 
22 x 12 86 6 6 
22x O3 78 O 6 
20: 12 1S. 28 
20 x 10 68 10 9 
18 x 10 50 17 0 
18 x 9 43 15 0 
16 x 10 42 18 3 
16 BS a. Ne x es ee ss as 35 13: 3 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality... is ... Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. = £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. os £106 0 O 
Hardwood— 
or African S.E. do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do Honduras do. oe do. na 2 A549 
Oak European do. ae do. om We We ae 
do. Japanese do. ais do. a 2.0 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. a . 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. se 3° -0°°@ 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ss i ae 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ee bea each 112 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa a sas mn 113 0 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aia bee <a ms 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. we Kes a a 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. iy a me a 7 ea a | 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aie es sas > 24 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deai 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i a ase . ee Ta 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a3 oe a a 2 3°6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area Wwe 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... oe per yd. ee 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) oe - Te 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ae a 8 114 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) aoe a 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 5} 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4 in Hardboard - nS a ne ee $s 2 3-6 
%& in. do. aGi aa * i ae 
ts in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets eee iad yd. sup ey 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply Pon nee : Pe Ps 
do. -ply a me cee 2-9 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs a mee - per 4 cwt. 5 -@.6 
do. pearl ae aa ; so 8 
Croid Glue woe ae = 28 ib. 2° 3-6 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) ee «.. per ton ae ee 
do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) | ns se 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... ate .. «per cwt. zt 9 
do. 4in and up (4-cwt. lots) eux bs ss 232 3 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X Sin., 8in. X S5in.,8in. xX 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12in. x 6 in. a cut to one delivered London 
BUR 2 isos eas « per ton 37 10 0 
Extra for sizes 
3in. x 1} in. ns Zs 310 0 
34n: <3, 4 in. "x 3 in., 5 in. x 24 in. ee a 1,$,.6 
4in. Xx 1} in. ; “ pe me 300 
43 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x Thi in. nig sles Z 2. 0.0 
Sin. X 3 in., 22 SS 2. is ae " i.) 6 





‘ , £ s 
6in. x 3 in. ‘o * see * --. perton | io § 
9 in. x 7in. 5% a Per Sauil-tthee w A tee 5 9 
10 in. x 4} in., 12 in. x Sin. ae ar ne 15 9 
Sin. x 44 in., 6in. X 44in., Tin. X 3tia., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. xX 4in., 9in. X 4in., 
10 in. x Sin., 10in. x 8 in., 12in. X 8in., 
131m. Sin., 14 in. x 54in., 14 in. X 6in., a 10 9 
14in. X 8 in., 15 in. x-5 in., 15in. x 6in., 
16in. X 6in., 16in. X 8 in., 18 in. X 6in., 
18 in. x 7in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. x 64in., 
20 in. x 7h in. nan oe as 
Steel angles average price %» 38 15 9 
Steel tees average price ‘> 39 15 4 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted na 52 - 2e 
Compound girders s Si a 
Stanchions . = 9s 62 7 6 
Compound stanchions : *9 65 7 & 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins a Th Fae 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to — ex ann 
Stock § in. diam., — a cdaneicen e. 39 § 9 
tin. diam. = ; as a + per ton extra 312 9 
Ys in. do. ae na oy 217 0 
# in. do. a 220 
4 in. do. ms I 1 


MILD STEEL TUBES 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Malleable Fittings 


Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings 
Clas A — 3}% 


ClassB + 53% Light 2 203% Malleable List — 393% +35" 

Class C + 213% Heavy + 284% 
Black— 

Class A — 23% 

ClassB — 13% Light +. 9% Malleable List — 394% 

ClasC — 3% Heavy + 163% 

C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. si ae eee ~ ae 2/9 /10 
34 in. ae se oes a rec 3/- /10 
4in. ead on ae Res | «6S 3/4 1/2 
4h in. See ccs ee ne ate 4/9 3/8 1/5 
Sin. wae é5 ee — ae 5/4 4/1 1/7 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. see ae or 4/- 3/7 /u 
34 in. an eon eA wea oon - OfSt 3/7 1/2 
4in. _— seis ‘se — sce F108 3/8 1/6 
4} in. Se ik i — eae 5/4 4/4 1/8 
5 in. me eae ane ats see 5/94 4/11 1/11 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ante Pipe Bends __ Branches 
2 in. ss i soo  Of4 3/4 4/9 
Dein: cf ee ee oe OE 3/8 6/7 
3 in. ee oe ioe ne ves 7/5 4/8 7/1 
34 in. see ais ee oe we «©6843 5/7 8/5 
4in. Sus Bas 9/84 6/9 9/11 
‘i Cc. Chee Soi Pipes 

2 in. Je ees se «<. te 5/9 1/- 
Din: cic “aa Romantics p eee 6/4 8/8 
3 in. ee eae ae oo eae 8/10 7/- 10/5 
34 in. be sa ask ror sisi, Pee 8/8 12/1 
4in. .-» 11/34 9/9 14/3 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 74°% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 


March 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
4 in. ses ees Pee eles Sky 20/1 13/10 
6 in. ve sed ee. Oe 29/10 28/10 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 


Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 173 per cent. discount. 


2 in. 24 in 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes.. -« 2m 2/5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches... te 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 
do. Gin.. cdo. 3/2 3/9 4/10 
AsBestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 44 in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per a 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Drop ends ... .. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends ... Le | ee /10 /il 1/- 
Angles aut sue” asi 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles oon mech es 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ben 1/5 1/8 2/1 
ASBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths peryd. 2/6 2/114 3/03 3/7 
Drop ends ... occ ee Se 2/5 2/8 2/il 
Stopends ... cs /9 /10 11 1/- 
Angles wists Liban, "cbs 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles es sn Se 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips —— 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
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METALS—Continued 


Per ton basis 


Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant deesannd 
Mild Steel Bars eee 


Mild Steel Hoops ” 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


& &. 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge use 45 19 6 
24 gauge 47 4 6 
26 gauge = 49 4 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge re 53 4 0 
24 gauge SS. 4 0 
26 gauge 57 19 O 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge * 54 4 0 
24 gauge 56 4 0 
26 gauge ree 
Metal Windows.—Standard Metal Windows, “B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorRK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Deliveied in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. din. Zin. lin. 1I}in. I}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron. 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .- 90/- 129/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead is 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves . 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ya aes a 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
Idin. 14in. Zin. Jin. -3}in. 4in. 
Caps and screws re ee 27/- 33/- 48/- 75/- 96/- iy 
Brass sleeves... wa aa 25/- 25/- 45/-_ 60/- 61/- 
} xX 6lb. 13 x 6lb. 2 X 71b. 3 X T7)b. 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
screws lee | / 2 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder Ss. @ 
Plumbers’ -. prlb. 3 0 
Tinmen’s ; Ms 3 7 


Blow p' 


pipe 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 274d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Maximum quantities, 3 cwt. 
Extra 
d. d. 

din. x 19 gauge es we De Total per lb 394 
fin. x 19 ,, 3 104 aes 37% 
Pom x 18! ;, 83 Z 3 364 
I} in. x 18 ” 8 ” ” 35% 
Idin. x 18 ,, sa .. «=: 8 <3 sa 353 
ein se ll. 93 see oa 374 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic ts 2 6s6€ 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 292 10 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 613 0 

do. 12 gauge do. Pa 611 0 
Brass tubes basic ~~ plus —- and manufactur- 

ing extras , . per Ib. 1 10% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one addre 
or Home Counties. 


£ «6. ¢. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 121 S 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils a te 122 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia... ri 124 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. rec eoe oe 126 0 O 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe my! * 124 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton aes Aaa per cwt. 2-6 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. aus nas was ve - 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. aos er a 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. ' 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over ews on Site per ton y eS, 
do. White do. do. Pr 711 0 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. a a 7 6 3 
do. Fine do. do. ree “s 4143 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads <i aoe hee oa 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. aes ore ae fe vt S$ 1i- 6 
Lump Lime do. oer i 5 § 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads woh ae 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads wed a 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads aie 3 
Hair .. percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 29 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
2 ft., } in. thick, 600 a - over in one ° delivery 
Delivered site wa ° ” 2 6 
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in London 
£ a 
39 10 O 
37 15 O 
38 10 O 
x Merchant’s 


ee 


ss in London 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area £4; ¢ 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper - 5 12. 0 
Gloss Paint per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘ewt. drums) . .. per cwt. SSF -@ 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND _ 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs .. per cwt. 8 0 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins per gal. 218 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg ; per cwt. 6 1 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 2:22xO 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. per ‘tin, 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ° -.. per gal. 6G 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) a dé aaa “a 13 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra oe e 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. mas a 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... aaa aa 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) oy <4 ‘i 29 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. — per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece ‘ 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside a ... per gal. 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. od <a eae ave ve 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ie ate waa af 115 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ae re er jek 3 33 'C 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... a Be pod a 2 G26 
Finest Carriage Varnish er Per aes aes “a 2.31.0 
Front Door Varnish ... Fes av aah axe a 115 6 
Japan Gold Size ae ea Se aK oe a 18 0 
Black Japan ... nae ae a «ae mae aa 5. S46 
Brunswick Black as eas a pe ea Bs » @:@ 
Berlin Black ... ae bis aa aa eae ms 3S @ 
Terebene avs a oe pe a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... a aaa a ie Z G46 
French and Brush Polish (do.) aa 0 ae x 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. “— 
ree 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 54 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” 990 eee 7t 
2 = ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 94 
” ” ” ” 1 0 
re ay “Rolled Plate 9 
jein. and } in. Rough Cast 1 0 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 
White ee eas 9 
do. Standard Tints nee 1 43% 
do. Special Tints eae Sas nee pee — 2 9 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and seeetnntee ‘uaa aaa waa | ae 
in. Wired Cast . 5 2 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
— Glass Blocks— Each 
B.2 i x 52 x 3} in. 29 
PB3 bE Kadi f 42 
P.B. 32 7% X 72 X 3¢ in. 4-2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to ee up with— 
P.B.2 : : aaa baie 
P.B.3 G9 
° P.BS32 bas 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Celie Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ay 
ae aa a <4 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
fo 5 95 a 45 ft. sup. > J 
”» 9 ” ” 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates ouatnen 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one — or 135 in. 
both ways .. - ada aa a 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto 507° 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. | 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. “ae oe oa as 3,000 
7. ra nde saa aia «xa 2 
26 oz. 5, ai ece 2,000 
32 oz. 2,000 
+ in. Rolied Piate. 1,000 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 1,000 


+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte , 1 
fsin. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough oe 2 
in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ne 2,000 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast oF dea 2 


a 


oe on pes ale aah 


a 


4 
53 
7s 
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The Builder 
CURRENT RATES, OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


































































































































































































































































Pr © seer KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. nates ke. 
TAVON ...20005 = ; eT eee ee, Oe a al DREAMER: ee ntasee' 
Aberdare ..... ‘A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M. ee” 
Abergavenny we Craftsmen ... aR ee 3/74 3/7 3/63 3/6 ae, Al 
poo tlaamay — ee eee 3/14 = 3/1 3/04 mine 00... a 
Addlestone .. ree ae, Grade. ae Tobe: Grade. a UD... we 
Aldeburgh ......-.. -A2 ieee no. cccc cesnateurese A2 Felixstowe GMROMY averse vise .A2 OUR ccceceesees Al 
Aldershot District .A2 Burnha Grouch Filey U Vato 7% Smethwick C.B. a 
eens 1S 1)... mer urnham-on-Crouch . . iley U.D. ... L Patani. — Sina Te A? 
nee wo —- bigcoweart Tone a Fleetwood sid y A) wee : Somerset, County of ......tA2 
‘Altrincham Bar urton-on-Trent C.B. — _ eee Macclesfield ........ oot SOUERSMPUON one ncnenvecescnces A 
aie... ar Bury oat no °° s-’ € Folkestone ee Maidenhead .... ey Southend-on-Sea Dist. ...... A 
Amersham .... Al Bury St. Edmunds a Frinton soe Maidstone ..... Al Southport .............002. ey 
Bey ere fen UAB sicccaasnacencepasvce ont Maltby _........++. ee iy A South Shields C.B....... 
A2 Byfleet .......++++- Al Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon (Essex) ..............-Al Spalding U.D. .... 
A2 Calter Valley. 5....<050c000c00s% A Gateshead ........... sich Malvern be ey) Stafford M.B.. 
A2 Cambridge ..... Re Gillingham (Kent). Al Manchester . A Staines ....... 
a2 Cannock U.D. aay Glossop _........... ec Manningtree .. 1 tamford M.B. 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury <A2 Gloucester ........... eeereseees A Mansfield M.B. A Stantonwick ... ee 
Ashby Woulds U.D..........A Cn a ee A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 March .......++++0 -A2 Stevenage ...... re 
Ashford (Kent).......... A2 Cardiganshire, County of $A2 Godalming — ........sceseseees A2 Margate ........sseeereeseeseees A2 Stockport ......... me 
Ashford (Middlesex) Me ear A Goole M.B.... oA Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. al 
Ashington ............ Y* Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport ...... ae Maryport .....-..seeeeeeeeeeeeees A Stockton-on-Tees ..... A 
EOS a Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B ay Matlock U.D. . Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ........A 
Ashton-under-Lyne me ER he A Gravesend ........ A Melksham .......... -A2 Stoke Orchard ............... 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford an Great Yarmouth ..............- A Melton Constable .., .A2 Stourbridge M.B. ............ 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ............. ry Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D Al Stourport U.D. ... 
OMPIMEEN, << cio on cisenhiscoseny A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ......++++0++ oA Se ee eee 
Aylesby (Yorks) . ae Charmy Down ....... A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
MNEIINIED. ric seicoessvaccere> A2 Chatham & District .. Al Guilsborough......... Al Middleton ... oA Sunderland District ......... A 
ecahaed A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. A Guiseley ........ ae Middlewich ... oo Sunningdale .................. Al 
Bakewell UD ae ‘AD Chelmsford .......... A Halesowen M mS Milford Haven . Al Sutton Coldfield M.B. me 
ee AZ | Cheltenham .. SIA | Halifax ......... “A | Morecambe ........ -A | Swaffham .. ‘A2 
bernard aGnatic WD......: ~ Chepstow Al Halstead ee Morley seeseeees A Swanage ..... Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. .........Al_ | Chertsey A | Haresfield .. 20 -A2 | Swansea A 
Barnsley as sigs: 3. ea A Harlow .... Nantwich ... acai Swindon cues Al 
Barrow-in-Furness ... a Chesterfield M.B..... ween ieeeen: Harpenden A ISNGOND ineceisccscceasc ees ccc Swinton U.D. ... _ 
Barrow-upon-Soar ee Chesterfield R.D.............+++ A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al Tamworth M.B. Ja 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool A Newbury ......seseeeeeees -A2 Tenterden ....... hi 
Se A Chichester ........... senseeeess Harwich A Newcastle-on-Tyne A Tewkesbury ....... Al 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . -A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme A Thames Haven a 
by-on-the-Wolds A2) A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _...... <2 New Forest District .........Al Thetford ..... “A? 
emis Al CS NE EASA Hatfield (Herts.) . oak Newmarket ......... al Thorpe Bay ............- ik 
es Chorley mS Haywards Heath .. .-A2 Newport, Mon. .. ie Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
ark Clacton .... Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newport Pagnell ..A2 ,, North of, to Billericay A 
<' Cleethorpes .. mee Henley-on-Thames ee Newton Abbot ...... Al S| Sh Te SRE ki 
Al Clevedon Al Ce i ee A2 Northallerton Dist. sso Todmorden i 
oa Cleveleys mr Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B..... mee Tonbridge .. A 
“A Clitheroe .. A Herne Bay . EES A2 North Shields....... a Torquay ... orn 
an: Coalville U.D. .... A Hertford A Norton Radstock Al Totnes ....... me 
“A2 Cobham (Surrey). A Hexham U. A DIORWIER:  io06cs-000sse ae Trowbridge... ... el 
Tas Colchester ....... vA Heysham ........ me Nottingham C.B. . ee Tunbridge Wells “Al 
cat = ae =“ High Wyscntbe At Nuneaton M.B...........006+ A Tynemouth C.B. ...........0A 
Bedlington aA rw yn aay + ighworth ...... ” Oakham U.D A2 Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 
Bedwas ...s....--+- Rea A | Congleton ...... Al Hinckley U.D. A | Oldham mae 3 gee a3 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A Consett ........ A Hitchin ..... A Ongar ...... ae 
Belper U.D ema Conway ........essee00s Al Hoddesdon .. ee Ormskirk .. oe Wakefield A 
“AE: es Ola Sie Pe A Cornwall, County of......fA2 Horley ....... ae Ossett and Horbury Bee Wallsend B. A 
oe PA | Coventry CB. ccwennnenn A | Horsham “aa | See aoe cA | Walsall C8. A 
Berrington “Al Cranbrook ... .-A2 Horwich ..... ck Oxted Al Walsden .........66 A 
Berwick District A Cranleigh ... .-A2 Huddersfield A 2 Walton-on-Naze Al 
Beverley... tae Crawley (Susse: ae Hill cocécdcsse hei 3 Paignton Al NVARG oc. ccl fess css cass a 
Bechilicon Sea. "A2 Crewe ..... A Hunstanton... A2 Peterborough ....... cane Warminster “A2 
Biggleswade “A2 Cromer .....-.+. Al Huntingdon (St e: ee. Soke Al Warrington ..... er 
Billericay .....c--« a Crowborough .. oe Ilkley rR Pickering ........+++ wee | Warwick M.B. .. “A 
Billing .... “A | Cuckfield .....+.+++5 +A2 Ingatestone  «-....++«+ we Plymouth --A | Wellington U.D. .. ey 
Billingham U.D. re Dalton-in-Furness ............A Ipswich .......... “A anaes District - aoe (Norfolk) om 
we veseee A | Darlington District ... A a of ease . me Portishead ......--.+00-+ 1 oo. 
Birkenhead. we | Dems i | bee | ee i 
Birmingham, C.B.... ‘tA | Denbigh To AZ | Jarrow MB. ....scsecesseseees A | Port Talbot CA | Westeliff-on-Sea < 
Bishop Auckland .. roe X Derby C.B A F P A estcliff-on-Sea . 
Bishop’s Stortford . a * Devizes AKO Keighley ..... A or stg fs Westerham _........ Al 
Bispham ’ r Devon, County of . “Far J eee A WESEY: «0-00 A Weston-super-Mare Al 
nee sressrsenareee er “sears So y > § = Kenilworth UD. A Pulborough. ..........cccccesees A2 Weybridge .......-+. we 
Blackpool ee sae % BRA 3 eee ccccsp ccs A2 Kettering M.B. ... A Radnorshire, County of }$A2 Weymouth Al 
Blackwell R.D. cael Walia occas, “A2 Keynsham ............ A Ramsgate .....ccciecccccceseee A2 Whitby U.D. ........ Al 
Blaydon U.D.. er Dakcater Cs. . ak Kidderminster M.B. ae Rayleigh .. ee Whitstable and District ...A2 
aa terorth ...<c<ase rs Dorkin MeL coy ode oe ‘ King’s Lynn ... Al Reading ..... A WHCKEOTG cde sacccssceeecconsed A 
. see | nepepy dette ap Kingskerswell Al Redcar B. sf < Widnes 7 ee 
re eg og oy Bene] Kingsteignton Al | Redditch U.D. A | Wigan ... oi 
ary cic. sa .....a2 RArKEAIN 50503-02000 A Redhill and Re A | Wigton A2 
Bolsover U.D. x Dover mew) Knaresborough U.D RIPON . coseorecccescces A3 Willington A 
“= eg ee Dovercourt .... ae Knowle ........cssseee Al Rochdale ooo Wilmslow ........ A 
Bourne End ...........- Al Driffield U.D. .... Al MRIGARIER 2 0s63>00scenseseroienie A Rochester ... Al Wilts. County of . tA2 
Bournemouth District ......A Droitwich M.B. Al Leamington M. B. ............ A Rotherham .... A Winchester Al 
Bracknell .........-.+e0++ , Dudley M.B. ... “A Leatherhead wr Rugby M.B. A | Windermere a 
=" eae ..A | Dunstable. .... aa boo ee A | Saffron Walden .. a2 | Winders and Bios .........0) 
Bradford-on-Avon - Durham City ........ ne’ Leicester C.B. ...........0s000+ A St. Albans A Wisbech ea, 
NED © xs. -ostiuncarsiansees Al Leighton Buzzard . eS St. Helens we Witham .......; 
Breconshire, County of...$A2 Eastbourne | .........-+- “Al Letchworth ....... ey St. Neots........ .A2 Woking (District) .. 
Brent AMOI. ....ncccoesssseses Az | E-Glam.& Mon. Val........-A | Lewes ss... "A2 | Salisbury _ City... “"A2_ | Wokingham .......-.---.0- 
Brentwood ‘A | East Grinstead District...A2 | Lichfield M.B. ‘A | Salisbury Plain "“"A2_ | Wolverhampton C.B. ...... A 
Bridlington ““<_ | Eastwood (Notts.) U.D......A | Lincoln C.B. ... 2 Sawbridgeworth ...........A | Woodbridge. ............. A2 
Brierfield ... ma oe & District... “a Littlehampton .A2 Saxmundham A2 Worcester C.B. . =a 
Brighouse ... ey Eee | Feensetsters — PS ae. * Scarborough ay Workington oie 
Brighton a Ely sooee-se0e0 AQ Llandudno .. Al Scunthorpe .... A Worksop M.B. vA 
Bristol ...... a Epping .. A Llanelly fee Selby ....... we Worthing ........... .A2 
Broadstairs ......... .A2 BEREREE. oocreovnesnovsenscnnseenens A London... a= Sevenoaks .. Al Wrexham (incl. vA 
Bromsgrove U.D.. eet PMIGMDAI |s.<000ncversenoneeese A2 Long Eaton ... A eerness .A2 Wroughton Al 
WORE 552 cc cacccecesteona-s oh Falmouth .A2 Loughborough M. ok Sheffield . A Wylam .........+ seseneens 
Broughton (Cheshire) ......A Fareham .... ey. Dnttth DAES. cccsecses .A2 Shipley .... A Wymondham : 
Oe re A AMORBRE << wcisvoscacrevcsso ced A2 Lowestoft ......... noavaeostiee A Shoeburyness ..... ee MEGIED, sdindcecevaconvaqsessssetacs 








* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d. ; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 84d 
Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

WoMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 








For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 488 
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AIDING THE EXPORTER 


How Trade Commissioners Can Help 


By J. W. STOODLEY, UK Trade 
Commissioner at Pretoria 


AS a Trade Commissioner I divide the 
+% business world into two main classes. 
The first, “regular customers” who know 
what services we can provide and regularly 
use them. The second, those firms who 
have not yet sampled our wares and whom 
we believe we could help if only they would 
come to us. My experience is that the 
“satisfied customers” come back again and 
again and use our services to the full. It 
is for firms in the second category that 
] am writing now. 

Perhaps I should first of all describe what 
sort of people we are. Trade Commissioners 
and their assistants are always people who 
have deliberately chosen to join the Trade 
Commissioner Service. That is, they have 
decided that their bent is towards helping 
United Kingdom exporters is some foreign 
market. They have not been drafted into 
it and they are not compelled to remain in 
it, You can generally rely on their being 
just as interested as you are in increasing 
your export business. In fact, it is difficult 
to be in the Trade Commissioner Service for 
very long without acquiring a near-religious 
zeal for export promotion. It becomes a 
way of life: something more than just a 
job. 

The amount of work we have to do de- 
pends on the extent to which we are suc- 
cessful in “selling” our services to United 
Kingdom firms and visiting businessmen— 
once we have had an opportunity of talking 
or writing to them, I find that many of 
the people I meet fight shy at first of dis- 
cussing their problems. I can see that they 
expect me, just because I am a civil servant, 
to be rather difficult. They are suspicious of 
this unknown quantity and it is one of the 
best parts of my job to see their growing 
interest and friendliness as I show that I 
teally know something about export busi- 
ness, am entirely on their side, and un- 
reservedly at their disposal. It is difficult 
to appreciate how unsupported and almost 
forlorn a stranger can feel in a foreign coun- 
try, however able he is. To find someone 
of his own kin with no personal axe to 
grind, paid to help him and willing to help, 
is often a source of renewed confidence and 
enthusiasm. 


Scope of Assistance 


The help we can give goes, of course, 
far beyond this initial encouragement to the 
newcomer. We cannot sell your goods for 
you and we are not interested in interfering 
in your business—we are much too busy for 
that—but in a thousand and one ways we 
are from day to day giving information and 
assistance which we know are useful, be- 
cause, as I have said above, nearly all the 
firms who have been to us come back again 
and again. And these are not only the 
smaller firms. Many of our contacts are 
with the big organisations whose products 
are household words. If they, with their 
powerful world-wide connections, still find 
it worthwhile to make regular calls on us, 
how much more could we help the smaller 


firms if they would only take us into their 
confidence. 


So far what I have said boils down to 
your being able to expect a businesslike co- 
Operative reception to your correspondence 
or your call on us and to the fact that we 
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must have something to offer, because most 
“new customers” become regulars. It is 
more difficult to say in exactly what ways 
we can help, because their name is legion, 
The most obvious service we can offer is 
that of advising on the appointment of an 
agent. We cannot know all about every 
agency firm in our territory but I think you 
will be surprised at the useful background 
information we can generally give. We often 
have to decide, for instance, whether to re- 
commend a large well-established firm with 
admirable existing connections, but perhaps 
already having more lines that it can 
adequately serve, or a small up-and-coming 
firm (these are not easy to spot) which, 
despite its relative inexperience, is likely in 
the long run to be more useful for you 
and your product. We try to give you a 
reasonably wide range of choice and to 
comment on the advantages and dis- 
advantages of each firm suggested, leaving it 
to you to make the final decision. 


Advice on Sales 


You may want advice as to whether your 
existing sales are reasonable in regard to 
the market potential; you may want to know 
about the growth of local manufacture in 
competition with your own project or of 
developing local industries which you can 
serve with plant or raw materials, or in some 
other way; you may be thinking of setting 
up a subsidiary manufacturing organisation 
overseas—in all these things we are ready 
and anxious either to give our own views, 
to obtain information for you or to put you 
in touch with some individual or organisa- 
tion able to help you. Our work neces- 
sarily involves us in a host of contacts with 
leading Government officials and business- 
men in the countries in which we serve and, 
if we are unable to give you direct help, we 
can usually find someone who has the re- 
quired knowledge and will be prepared to 
assist you in return for help we have given 
him—and all this is “on the house,” no 
charge is made for the services provided by 
Trade Commissioners. 


The extent to which we can help you 
depends to a large extent on your inquiry 
being well considered. We must know what 
you want to sell and what your prices, terms 
and deliveries are. In fact, we cannot really 
help any firm that has not established some 
sort of claim on the market by being able 
to do something at least as well as. or 
cheaper, or with better sales or after-sales 
service than. those firms who are already 
well established. We often find that smaller 
firms (and sometimes the bigger ones) send 
us inquiries which have obviously been 
dashed off without very much thought. They 
are couched. for instance, in such general 
terms that it is obviously impossible to given 
other than a very general answer. It would 
save a great deal of time and trouble if more 
thought was given to the written inquiries 
you send us. When you come to see us we 
can ask the necessary questions and soon 
find out exactly what you want and how far 
we can help you, but very often the letters 
we receive say very little about the sort of 
“claim,” as described above, which you 
think you may have on our particular 
market and the exact nature of the inform- 
ation or assistance you would like us to 
give. 

We cannot do your job for you. We 
know enough about business to know what 
a specialised job each exporter has and to 
appreciate that our own function is only 
that of greasing the wheels. You must have 
a competitive product or service to offer 
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before we can begin to assist, but if you 
have this and ask for our help then you can 
rely on it being available readily and in 
practical form. 

A similar inquiry to yours may already 
have been dealt with, in which case the in- 
formation will be held by the Export Ser- 
vices Branch of the Board of Trade. It is 
usually best to get in touch initially with 
the nearest Regional Office of the Board 
of Trade or with Export Services Branch in 
London. . 

The Trade Commissioner Service is going 
to make a lot of new friends this year. I 
hope you will be among them. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
AND SAFETY 


Talk at London Contractors’ Accident 
Prevention Group 


JDURING the past few years, the British 
Standards Institution have issued a 
number of Standards covering mechanical 
and non-mechanical plant used in the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries and 
tanging from excavators to scaffold boards. 
At the tenth general meeting of the 
London Building and Engineering Con- 
tractors’ Accident Prevention Group, held 
on February 17, Mr. P. CuTsusH, and Mr. 
WooDkRIDGE, assistant technical directors of 
the British Standards Institution; gave a talk 
on the organisation of the Institution. They 
said that there were about 2,400 committees, 
which held about 3,500 committee meetings 
a year—nearly all technical—and involving 
about 14,000 members. The work of these 
committees covered practically all industries, 
except those for food and pharmaceutical 
products. 

A British Standard stated the minimum 
level to which producers were expected to 
work in order to provide a satisfactory 
product, and before a Standard was finalised 
representatives of all sections of the par- 
ticular industry involved, and all the users. 
or consumers, as well as representatives from 
related Government Departments, were con~ 
sulted. 

Mr. Cutbush and Mr. Woodbridge were 
able to demonstrate that safety is a very 
important factor in determining the Standard 
for such plant as metal scaffolding, scaffold 
boards, and so on. A Standard for wheel- 
barrows for example, takes into account the 
fact that they may be hoisted aloft slung by 
chains, as well as serving their normal pur- 
pose. Examples were given where tradi- 
tional methods had been found on test to 
be positively harmful, and even dangerous. 
In so far as plant was concerned, the Stand- 
ards not only serve to assist in the purchas- 
ing, but also provide a standard to which 
plant in use should comply. For metal 
scaffolding, scaffold boards and for many 
other items, tests are described which can 
be applied at plant depots or on sites. 

Mr. Woodbridge made it clear that a 
Standard alone cannot ensure safety because 
of the human element, but it does go a long 
way towards it. 


Camberwell Appointments 


The Metropolitan Borough of Camber- 
well invite applications for the posts of chief 
architect and building works manager in 
the Department of Director of Housing and 
Borough Architect. The salary in both 
cases is £1,000 by £50 to £1,150. Details 
advertised elsewhere in this issue, 


K 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Brunei.—Tenders are being called for the 
construction of a large mosque and other 
buildings which will cost in the region of 
£400,000. The architects are Booty and 
Edwards, of PO Box 507, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaya. This firm also has particulars of 
a new school and hostel to be built at Brunei 
Town for the Government of Brunei. 


Peru.—A plan for the construction of a 
hydro-electric centre in the valley of Man- 
taro in Peru ‘is under discussion. It is 
claimed that it would be possible to make 
use of water power of the falls of the River 
Mantaro, where irrigation works are at 
present under construction. A_ contract 
signed between the Peruvian Government 
and the Le Tourneau del Peru Inc. provides 
for the construction of a 50-kilometres high- 
way and the colonisation of nearly a million 
acres of forest land in the Amazon basin 
lying between the existing Trans-Andean 
Highway and the Pachitea river, west of 
the confluence of the Pachitea and Ucayali 
rivers and the site of the Ganzo Azul oil- 
fields. The highway is to start from a point 
on the Trans-Andean Highway between 25 
and 35 kilometres from Pucallpa. The exact 
point where it is to begin and the route 
to be followed will be decided by agree- 
ment between the Peruvian Government and 
Le Tourneau. The colonisation area is to 
be split into territories. In the various 
settlements are to be built houses, schools, 
hospitals, airports and public services. This 
will probably be one of the largest building 
projects in the American continent and will 

‘cover the next 10 to 20 years. A reservoir 
is to be built for the Quiroz irrigation pro- 
ject. This reservoir will be large enough 
for the irrigation of 50,000 hectares of new 
lands. 

A number of American-owned companies 
have been granted concessions for the ex- 
ploration of oil and iron. The Republic 
Steel Corporation, of Cleveland, Ohio, has 
signed a contract with Pan American Com- 
modities S.A., of Lima, for the exploration 
of 30,000 hectares of potential iron-ore 
lands. All these concessions will eventually 
lead to the building of large plants, and it 
is known that a number of companies are 
already contemplating the erection of suit- 
able factories for oil and iron by-products. 


Singapore and the Federation of Malaya. 
—Considerable industrial development is 
planned for Singapore and the Federation 
of Malaya. Telecommunication services are 
to be improved on the east coast of Malaya. 
With this end in view, work is to start soon 
on a £100,000 multi-channel radio and tele- 
phone link-up in that area. New telephone 
exchange buildings are to be built in the 
chief towns of Kemanam, Dungan, Kuala 
Trengganu and Kuantan, and others are 
going up in smaller towns. Most of the 
equipment for this construction work is to 
be purchased in the UK. Malacca’s broad- 
casting station is to be enlarged and studios 
and offices are to be reconstructed. 

Applications have been made to the 
Singapore Improvement Trust for all of 16 
factory lots which are now available on a 
50-acre site in Alexandra-road. Factories 
are to be erected for the production of such 
merchandise as pencils, shoes, furniture, 
aluminium and metalware. All of these 
factories will be on a modern design and 
they will be within proximity of the new 
satellite suburb of Queenstown. 








Plans for the Kallang Basin Bridge have 
now been finalised. This bridge is to be 
built in reinforced concrete and it will have 
36 arches. With a length of 2,489 ft., 
including approaches, this will be the longest 
bridge in Malaya. Construction should take 
about two years. 


*South West Africa—Sam Cohen, Ltd., of 
PO Box 215, Windhoek, South West Africa, 
is anxious to obtain the distributorship for 
South West Africa of excavators of UK 
manufacture. It is emphasised that the firm 
do not wish to obtain a sub-agency. UK 
firms interested should write direct to Mr. 
Sam Cohen, at the address above, giving 
full details of their products, trade literature, 
prices, and an indication of their agency 
terms. Any telephone inquiries should be 
made to the Export Services Branch of the 
Board of Trade, tel.: Chancery 4411, Exten- 
sion 860. 


Spain—The implementation of the 
Spanish-American “ bases-for-aid” agree- 
ments is at last beginning to proceed more 
rapidly and construction work on the bases 
will be commenced in the near future. Four 
large bases are to be built at Torrejon, El 
Copero, Moron and Zaragoza at a cost of 
$98m. In addition, a 570-mile oil pipeline 
costing $25m. is to be built linking American 
air and naval installations. 

A telecommunications network and radar 
stations costing in all $14m. are to be estab- 
lished and a number of trunk roads are 
to be improved. Three American contractors 
have been chosen to supervise this work. 
They are: the Raymond Concrete Pile Co., 
the Walsh Construction Co., and Messrs. 
Brown and Root. A joint office is to be 
set up in Madrid. 

A factory for aluminium products is being 
built at Alicante with the assistance of 
Aluminium, Ltd., of Canada. One of the 
Spanish partners in this enterprise, Manu- 
facturas Metalicas Madrilenas, is planning 
to erect another plant near by for the pro- 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register in- 
formation Service. 








New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 


KING 





REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 


KING LTD., 202 ARGYLE WORKS 
HERTS. TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 


GEO. W. 
STEVENAGE, 
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ship superstructures and lifeboats 4 
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Turkey.—Protocols relating to the ¢op. 
struction of 20 cement plants have been 
signed in Ankara, Turkey. Seven contrac, 
have been awarded to the Frenci firm of 
Fives, of Lille, 12 have gone to Germay 
firms, including Krupp, Humboldt, MIAG 
Polysius, and one has gone to the Italiay 
firm of Ansaldo. 

A textille mill, Guney Sanayi ve Ticare 
Islemelleri Fabrikasi Tursus Caddesi, of 
Adana, which was recently destroyed by fire 
is to be entirely rebuilt. The owners ar 
open to ideas, and correspondence can tp 
addressed to the company, styled as above 
at Adana. Her Majesty’s Consul at Isken. 
derun will give further information. 

Another interesting project in Turkey has 
the backing of the Iller Bank. Contractor 
are being asked to tender for the constr. 
tion of tunnel and entrance chimneys on the 
Degirmenders river near Trabazon for a 
hydro-electric power scheme which is under 
consideration. Interested firms should app) 
to the Iller Bank in Ankara. ; 

In the course of the Budget debate the 
Minister of Public Works has stated that, 
in addition to hydro-electric projects on the 
Degiz, Kizilimek, Akcay and Yesilimak 
rivers, projects are also being prepared for 
the Euphrates and Tigris basins. 

The construction of the Alsancak Harbour 
is to go ahead and firms are to be asked 
to submit for a certificate of qualification, 
The work will include the construction of 
a pier approximately 340 metres long, 75 
metres wide and a new road approach. A 
large wharf and quay are to be built with 
adequate covering sheds. Firms _ interested 
in these works are invited to apply to the 
Railroads and Harbour Construction Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Public Works, Ankara. 
The same Ministry has received authority 
from the National Assembly to go ahead 
with air safety precautions, and according] 
new landing-grounds are to be built as well 
as hangars and operational buildings. Sever 
aerodromes will be reconstructed under this 
authority. The department at the Ministry 
of Public Works concerned with this work 
is Airfield Construction. 


British Trade Fair, Baghdad 


Among the British firms who will be 
represented at the British Trade Fair, Bagh- 
dad, which is to be held from October 25 
to November 8, are the Crittall Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd., the Cement Marketing Co. | 
Ltd., and Fibreglass, Ltd. Work on the F 
1,000,000 sq. ft. ‘“‘ Embassy Site,” where the | 
fair will be held, is well up to schedule | 
and many important British concerns have | 
booked space. i 





| 
E 
Canadian Trade Fair I 
The Seventh Canadian International Traé | 
Fair will be held from May 31 to June Il | 
next, in the Exhibition Grounds at Toronto. | 
The Fair is being organised as usual by the | 
Exhibition Commission of the Canadiat | 
Department of Trade and Commerce. UK| 
firms interested in showing their products a! © 
this event can either ask their agents 10 | 
write direct to the organisers, The Adminr 
strator, Canadian International Trade Fal | 
Exhibition Park, Toronto 2 B, Ontario, % 
can themselves write to the London reprt | 
sentative, Miss M. A. Armstrong, Canadiat 
Government Exhibition Commission, Canad F 
House, Trafalgar-square, London, SW! | 
(Tel.: Whitehall 8701). 


Marc 
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New Space Standards 


NEW circular on housing standards 
which is just going out to local authori- 
ties in Scotland was the subject of a Press 


A 


conference in St. Andrew’s House on 
March 5, at which COMMANDER T. D. 
GALBRAITH, Under-Secretary of State for 
Scotland, said he was hopeful that the circu- 
lar would give local authorities a_ real 
chance of building houses that will be less 
expensive, yet have more living space and 
be easier for the housewife to work. 

In indicating the differences that would be 
involved in accepting these new standards, 
he said: First, they will give councils a much 
greater variety of house types to choose 
from so that the needs of particular families 
can be more precisely met. 


Second, they will give houses that have 
definite advantages over the present ones 
in such things as amount of living space 
and ease of maintenance. 


Last, they will give houses that can be 
built more quickly and at less cost. 


First, on the variety of house types. 
Councils at present build houses of so many 
apartments — three, four, five, and so on. 
The new standards suggest that we build 
houses according to the number of persons— 
two, three, four, five, six and seven. This 
is a much more sensible arrangement and 
will allow councils to cater more exactly for 
the needs of particular families. 


In the new standards we have tried to 
take account, as far as possible, of all the 
different possibilities and let councils build 
houses more or less exactly suited to the 
families that are going to live in them. This 
means that people will get houses that are 
easier to run and that we will avoid what 
the official jargon calls “ under-occupation 
of houses.” 

Side by side with this increased variety 
of houses for different sizes of family go 
proposals to vary more often the kind of 
houses that are built. Too many councils 
build too many houses of one sort, whether 
it be cottages or flats. The new standards 
are aimed at making council housing 
schemes, as far as possible, mixed develop- 
ments, containing some flats, some cottages 
and some maisonnettes. On the average in 
Scotland, this will give us a higher density 
per acre and save precious agricultural land. 
Let me admit that a few councils, building 
at present a very high proportion of flats, 
may have to use more land for housing in 
the future; but taking the country as a whole 
there will be a saving. If you have mixed 
development it is much easier to do two 
things: (1) to make full use of your housing 
accommodation, (2) to house together the 
different types of family that are needed to 
make up a real community. 

The second main change made by the new 
standards is the increased living space, par- 
ticularly for families with children. By this 
I mean the space in the kitchen-dining-room 
and the living-room, which will be up to 
60sq. ft. more than the average in post-war 
houses. The new standards lay down broadly 
that a couple with three or more children 
should have 305 sq. ft. of living space; that 
1S, a dining-kitchen of, say, 10 by 10 ft. 
and living-room of 20 by 10 ft. Previously, 
such a family would get a living-room of, 
say, 18 by 10 ft. and a kitchen of, say, 





10 by 6 ft. 6 in. There is a big improve- 
ment here. We have not increased the living 
space by so much for families with fewer 
children. But a couple with two children 
will have 20 sq. ft. more in the kitchen- 
dining-room and living-room. At the other 
end of the scale, we have reduced the amount 
of space in the three-persons house and in 
houses for old people or those for couples 
who are childless and not likely to have any 
children. 

Inquiries that were made confirmed the 
obvious view that bedrooms in modern 
council houses are used only for sleeping 
in. The new standards, therefore, give bed- 
rooms that are a little smaller than the old, 
although they are still quite adequate. 

The new 1954 standards follow the pre- 
vious space-saving standard in saving circu- 
lation space in halls and passages. Ceiling 
heights would be 7 ft. 6 in. The Depart- 
ment’s medical advisers state that this is 
adequate from a health point of view, and 
experience has shown this to be so. When 
the proportions of a room are well designed, 
even the “experts” find it difficult to say 
when a ceiling is 7 ft. 6 in. and when it is 
8 ft. 

All these changes mean that the new 1954 
houses will have, on the average, as much 
or more space in the rooms than the older 
design of houses. Good design will give 
savings in the total floor area and there will 
be further savings because the greater variety 
of houses will result in a larger proportion 
being fully occupied. 

These savings will mean that each council 
should be able to build the 1954 houses 
more quickly and at less cost. A council 
still building to the old-fashioned designs 
should be able to save up to £200 per house 
—certainly over £100 per house—and still 
provide better houses than they have been 
doing. As we are still building many thou- 
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sands of old-fashioned houses each year, the 
possible savings to Scotland as a whole can 
be counted not in thousands but in millions 
of pounds. 


Control of Building Standards 


THE FIRST MEETING of the new Building 
Legislation Committee, set up by the Secre- 
tary of State in January, was held at St. 
Andrew’s House on March 8. 

The Committee’s exact terms of reference 
are:— 

“To examine the existing law for the 
general regulation of building in Scotland 
so far as it relates to the control of building 
standards by the Secretary of State and by 
local authorities; to consider the extent of 
the jurisdiction exercised by the Dean of 
Guild Courts as- regards building standards; 
and to recommend what changes may be 
necessary to secure control of building 
standards which would operaté as uniformly 
as possible in counties and burghs, and be 
flexible enough to take account of the 
development of new _ techniques and 
materials.” 


January Housing Figures 


THE NUMBER of new houses completed in 
Scotland in January totalled 2,953, an 
increase of 127 over the same month ast 
year and 721 over the same month of 1952. 
The total of new houses built in Scotland 
under the post-war programme now stands 
at 219,449 (187,273 permanent and 32,176 
temporary). Each permanent house has 
been subsidised on the basis that it will have 
a life of at least 60 years. 

These figures are included in the Monthly 
Housing Return issued by the Department of 
Health for Scotland and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government and pub- 
lished on March 3 by HM Stationery Office, 
price 2d. 


Municipal Housing 


MUNICIPAL HOUSING, as a whole, was a 
travesty of architecture, declared Mr. IAN 
L. McHare, lecturer in landscape architec- 
ture at Edinburgh and Glasgow Colleges of 
Art, and professor-designate of the recently 
founded Chair of Land Planning at Penn- 
sylvania University. It was indifferent to 
social organisation, unconscious of sunlight, 
irrational in siting, and extravagant in pro- 
viding empty useless open spaces. Mr. 
McHarg was giving the first of two lectures 
on “ Open Spaces and Housing ” to the Glas- 
gow Institute of Architects. “ En masse it 
creates neither city, town nor village but 
only the abject and depersonalised council 
estate,” he added. 

Municipal housing would have to be im- 
proved if it was to justify the investment 
required and the social and political aspira- 
tions with which it was identified. 

Any policy of improvement required two 
essential conditions. The garden city con- 
cept of municipal housing would have to 
be abandoned and the problems of house, 
site, and their inter-relationship would have 
to be studied. There would have to be a 
return to first principles and the abandoning 
of pre-conceptions. 

The garden cities of Letchworth and Wel- 
wyn had resulted from the combination of 
low densities, large front gardens, lavish plant- 
ing, high standards of maintenance, and, 
most important, the middle-class identifica- 
tion of prestige with the appearance of 
house, garden and street. But where one or 
more of these conditions could not be satis- 
fied, the garden city was an inappropriate 
prototype. 





488 


Among the criteria advanced by the lec- 
turer were :— 

That formal housing must induce social 
organisation; that sunlight was a fundamental 
requirement—a private sunlit and wind- 
protected area in extension from living rooms 
being the most valuable use of outdoor 
space; and that space for active gardening 
should be on the basis of expressed need 
rather than an automatic provision. 


Respect for the Architect 


“Is IT NOT TIME we made an effort to 
build something that is purely noble in form, 
whatever its function may be? ” asked Sir 
WILLIAM O. HUTCHINSON, president of the 
Royal Scottish Academy, when he opened 
the exhibition of post-war buildings planned 
by Scottish architects in Glasgow, which is 
reviewed on page 454. 

““We have in Scotland,” he added, “a 
certain character in our past architecture, but 
though it is romantic in parts it has rather 
a dour grey look about much of it. It may 
be that in this country we do not treat our 
architects with sufficient respect and that 
when one of them, such as Rennie Mackin- 
tosh, lets himself go, we don’t quite approve. 
In other countries, I fancy, architects are 
treated with more honour and their ideas 
listened to on a bigger scale.” 

Art did not become really national until 
it was international. That might sound a 
paradox, but it was true. 

“Let us then,” he declared, “ build and 
design well enough to arouse the admira- 
tion of other countries, as happened in the 
case of Mackintosh. Then our Scottish 
characteristics will be evident to all and 
exhibitions such as this will, I hope, be in 
demand not only here in Scotland, but 
throughout the world.” 


Housing Atom Plant Staff 


SHORTLY after the Government announce- 
ment that an atomic plant was to be built 
at Dounreay, Thurso Town Council 
approved provisionally three building sites 
spread over 30 acres inside the town’s 
western boundary. 

Mr. H. A. Rendall Govan, town planning 
consultant to the council, has said that at 
the moment they were not sure of the num- 
bers of houses required, but it would be 200 
to 300 at least. The Atomic Energy Com- 
mission would probably build some and pri- 
vate firms and the local authority supply 
the remainder. In view of the probable 
arrival of 300 families, it seemed that a new 
school or an extension of Miller Academy 
would be needed. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Bishopbriggs.—Plans in hand for new commercial 
garage and machine shop to be erected at Kirkintilloch- 
rd. by Keir & Cawder, Ltd., Kirkintilloch-rd., Bishop- 
briggs. 

East -Kilbride.—The following houses are to be 

erected for the Development Corporation: 6 at White- 
moss (site No. 4), 10 at Whitemoss (site No. 5), and 
11 at Calderwood (site No. 10). The architect is Frank 
Scott (L), Torrence House, East Kilbride. 
_ Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions for E. L. Roberts, Cleveden-dr., at Kirklee-cres. 
The architects are Weddle & Thomson (F&A), 216, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for J. S. Small, Ltd., for 
extensions at Kyle-st., Dobbies’ Loan, Townhead. The 
architects are James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & 
Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for W. R. Benson’s altera- 


tions and additions at Keppochhill-rd., Possilpark, for’ 


which the architect is James Wallace (F), 172, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
engineering department to be erected at St. Vincent- 
cres., Blythswood, by Kennedy, MacLeod & Co., Ltd. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
Church of Scotland halls to be erected on a Balarnock 
site, for which the architects are Wylie, Shanks & 
Wylie (F&A), 12, Claremont-gdns.,  Clifton-st., 
Glasgow. 
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Glasgow.—Plans prepared for reconstruction and 
additions at Westbourne-gdns., for which the archi- 
tects are Grant & Wilson, 34, Bridgeton Cross, 
Glasgow. ‘ ; 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions for M. Jackson & Son (Clothiers), Ltd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, at Sauchiehall-st. Plans by the archi- 
tectural staff of Montague Burton, Ltd., Hudson-rd., 
Leeds, Yorkshire. . 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for reconstruction and 
additions at Woodside-pl., Charing Cross, for which 
the architects are ‘John Keppie & Henderson, & J. M. 
Cleaves (F&A), 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions est. to cost £6,195, at 21, Dal- 
rymple-st., Glebe. The architect is Frank Petrie, 
ARIAS, Library-bldgs., Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Greenock.—Plans have been approved for additions 
at the Engine Works, 18, East Hamilton-st., est. cost 
£7,000. Plans have been prepared by the architec- 
tural staff of Scott’s Shipbuilding and Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Main-st., Cartsdyke, Greenock. 

Hamilton.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for the Old People’s Home to be erected at 
an est. cost of £29,000 at Balgreen. The architect 
is George Allan, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton. 

Holytown.—Plans in hand for 68 houses to be 
erected at the Sunnyside site, for which the architect 
is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for the Uddingston Co- 
Operative Society, Ltd., for mew shops to be erected at 
Burnbank-st., Tannockside. The architects are Wilson, 
Chalmers & Hendry (F), 33, Gordon-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new houses to be 
erected at Crosshill-rd., Strathavon, for which the 
architects are Alexander Cullen & Co. (F), 6, Cadzow- 
st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for Convoys, Ltd., 30, 
Bouverie-st., London, EC4, for new buildings at Cum- 
bernauld-rd., Stepps. The architects are D. Jeffrey, 
Aitken & Co. (F), 123, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—East Kilbride Development Corpora- 
tion are to erect 23 houses at Mains West (site 1) and 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 


authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of — For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
a. di 
Ist tee 39 10} 
2nd 334 a. S 
3rd 50 79 9 
4th we ae -- 66% 106 4 
Sth Sc tS 119 7} 


For female labour, the rates are: 





Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) MP + « aoe 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ce 








11 at Mains East (site ID) for which plans have been 
prepared by Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, East 
Kilbride. 

Rutherglen.—Plans in hand for 110 houses to be 
erected at the Eastfield Farm site. The architect is 
Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Tannockside.—Plans in hand for 76 houses to be 
erected at the Burnside site, for which the architect 
is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 





__ FUTURE CONSTRUCTIO 


MARCH 19. 
*+East Grinstead.—Extensions to existing church hall 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person trom 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MARCH 15, 
*+Crawley Dev. Corpn.—686 dwellings at Ifield, 
stage 1. Chief A. 
*Wakefield City C.—40 flats, Eastmoor estate. TC. 
MARCH 17. 


*+Bristol CC.—Clinic at Claremont-st., Bristol, 2. 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tBristol CC.—Seven shops with offices over at 
Union-st. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


& 


Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 

















to form new primary school at North End. Hilton & 
J. M. Wright, AA.RIBA, 11, Campden Hill-rd., W8. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Police house, East Bergholt, and 
same at Stratford St. Mary. County A, Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by April 9. 

*tNorfolk CC.—Alterations, ‘‘ Sea Marge,’’ Over- 
strand, for use as old people’s home. County A, 27, 
Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 


MARCH 20. 
*Billericay UDC.—18 houses, Pound-la. estate, 
Laindon. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*tEssex CC.—Gymnasium, South Woodford cty. sec, 

for boys. H. Conolly (F.), County A, Chelmsford. 
MARCH 22. 

*tEast Ham CBC.—Two houses, Poulett-rd. Chief 
Housing Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding of Yorks CC.—Adaptations of former 
Methodist Chapel, Cross Hill, Hemsworth, as branch 
library. Divisional A, Wakefield. Dep. £1 1s. 

MARCH 23. 

*+Sevenoaks RDC.—{a) Four ageing persons’ flats; 
(b) eight houses at Ide Hill, Sundridge. E&S. Dep. 
£2 23. 

**Winchester City C.—12 dwellings, Highcliffe 
estate. A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., chartered quantity 
surveyors, 8, Storeys Gate, Westminster, SWI. Dep. 


£2: 28. 
MARCH 24. 
*Breconshire CC.—Residential home for old people 


at Brynmawr. County A. : Dep. £2 2s. 
*Durham CC.—Conversion into hostel, 43 St. 
Mary’s-ave., Crook. County A, Durham. 
*Hitchin UDC.—14 houses, Westmill estate. 5S. 


Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 23. 
MARCH 25. 

*Berks CC.—Two classrooms, cloakrooms and lava 
tories at Drayton county school. County A, Reading. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow UDC.—18 houses, Mountside, 
Vernon-dr. and Kenton-la., Harrow Weald. 
Dep. £2. 

*Harrow UDC.—Eight 
Course estate, Stanmore. J. H. 


E&S. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 26. , 
*tEssex CC.—List of building contractors for police 
houses. County A, Chelmsford. . 
*Glasgow Corpn.—Shops and maisonettes. Field 


between 
E&s. 


Edgware Golf 


garages, 
Richards, 


Melville 


head-sq., Eastwood. Architectural and Planning 
Dept., 20, Trongate, Cl. 
MARCH 27. 
*+Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Boiler house, 


General Hospital, West Hartlepool. R. Dobbin, Sec, 


‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle upon Tyne, 2. 
MARCH 29. 
*Brighton CBC.—14 garages, estate office and store 
at Lewes-rd. estate. BE&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
*Brighton CBC.—Eight firemen’s cottages at Rot 
dean-rd. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*Leatherhead UDC.—Nine shops and 5 flats at Great 
Bookham. E.. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Bathroom, etc., and new 
crewshed yard and store, Morton estates. R.- F. 
Barton, County Land Agent, Sleaford. 

MARCH 31. 

*Berks CC.—Primary school at Valley-rd., Newbury. 
County A, Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Blackburn CB.—Workshops for the blind, Mill 
Hill-st. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 2. 

*Fsher UDC.—Bungalow and office, Long Ditton 

cemetery. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
APRIL 3. 

Wombwell UDC.—S0 houses at 
Knowles, Council’s A, Town Hall, Wombwell. 
£2 2s. 


APRIL 5. 
*Middlesbrough CBC.—Hostel for aged persons. 


BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 6. 
*Brighton CBC.—Four police houses on Holling- 
dean estate; three at Craven Vale estate; and one at 
South Woodingdean estate BE&S Dep. £1 Is. each 


Wilson-st. ©. 
Dep. 


section. 
APRIL 9. 
*Bletchley UDC.—Factory No. 2, industrial estate. 
E&S. Dep. £5. 
APRIL 14. 


*Alton RDC.—Strong room at council offices. E. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


*Grantham BC.—72 dwellings, Belton-la. BESS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 20. 
*Tonbridge UDC.—Houses, contract No. 5, Higham 
Wood estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 21. 


*Halifax CBC.—Trades for erection of crematorium 
> 


buildings at Park Wood, Elland. BE. 
NO DATE. 
*+Chester CC.—142 houses and flats at Blacon 


estate. City E 

Dumbartonshire.—Four houses at Mambeg, Gare- 
lochhead. Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., 
15-21, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 

Midlothian CC.—Trades for the erection of eight 
houses at Newtongrange. County A, 32, Paimerston- 
pl., Edinburgh. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 20. 

*+Burnley CBC.—Specialist work and fittings in con- 
nection with 92 houses at Far Brunshaw estate: 6 
houses with shops at New Palace house estate. BE&S. 

*Essex CC.—Internal renovations at Chingford 
county high school. County A, Chelmsford. 

MARCH 24. 

*Deptford BC.—(a) External redecorations to council 
houses; (b) painting iron staircases at Fairlawn 
Mansions. BE. 

Harrogate BC.—BE. (Materials.) 

MARCH 25, 

*Harrow UDC.—External decorations to 405 dwel- 

lings. J. H. Melville Richards, E&S. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 26. 
Newton-le-Willows UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
APRIL 1. 
*Luton BC.—Purpose-made metal windows at Wm. 
Austin junior school. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 10. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
APRIL 20. 
*Sunbury-on-Thames UDC.—Domestic water heating 
equipment, 100 houses, Shepperton. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 24. 
Sutten Coldfield BC.—About 150,000 yds. carriage- 
way. BS. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 27. 
_ Malmesbury RDC.—Contract No. 6, about 21,540 
lin. yds. mains, etc. Harvey, McGill and Hayes, 38, 
Market-place, Chippenham. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 29. 
Barking BC.—Foundations to 282 dwellings at 
ames View housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
King’s Lynn BC.—Water development scheme (con- 


tract No. 2). John Taylor & Sons, engineers, 
as, House, Artillery-row, Westminster, SWI. 
ep. £2 2s. 


_Tamworth RDC.—About 11,050 yds. sewers, sewage 
disposal works, mains, etc., at Austrey, Newton Regis, 
Seckington and Shutlington. E&S. Dep. £5 Ss. 

Tiverton RDC.—About 5,000 lin. yds. sewers, 
sewage disposal works at Sampford Peverill. Harvey, 
McGill and Hayes, 8, Richmond-rd., Exeter. Dep. £2. 

MARCH 31. 

Gosport Waterworks Co.—About 9,710 lin. yds. 
mains, etc., for Hood Hill to Fareham and Peel Trunk 
mains. Rofe and Rafferty, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
SWI. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 3. 


Long Eaton UDC.—Sewage works in connection 
with Draycott-rd. housing site. E&S, Town Hall. 


APRIL 13. 
tNorthfleet UDC.—About 2,300 lin. yds. sewer, with 
manholes, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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APRIL 15. 

Leominster and Wigmore RDC.—Water supply to 
Parish of Leintwardine. A. Stephenson, Council’s En- 
gineer, 11, Corn-sq., Leominster. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 20. 

*Thurrock UDC.—Extensions to Marsh Farm sew- 

age disposal works, West Tilbury. W. H. Radford & 


Son, consultant engineers, Albion-chbrs., King-st., 
Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 
APRIL 24. 


*Market Harborough UDC.—Waterworks extension. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Beddington.—Housinc.—Land at The Warren, 
Croydon-rd.. is to be developed by BC as a new 
housing site. 

Bromley.—OLpD Peop.Le’s FLats.—TIC have approved 
proposals by Hsg. Com. for the erection of 78 flats 
for old people, at an est. cost of £107,424. 

Hendon.—HousinG ProjJect.—Proposals by G. 
McLean & Ptnrs., architects. 34, The Mall, WS, for 
the erection of four houses on land adjoining Broom- 
field Lodge, off Green-la., Edgware, have been 
approved by BC. 

Hendon.—F.ats.—Plans have been submitted by 
BE&S for the erection of 12 flats on the remaining 
vacant land to the west of the proposed Synagogue site 
in Kenilworth-rd., Edgware (housing site No. 11). The 
British Legion propose to erect a headquarters on part 
of the site. 

Hendon.—A pPoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. have approved 
the appointment of Richardson & Davies, 57, Queen 
Anne-st.. W1, as quantity surveyors in connection with 
the development of land at Hendon Park-row. 

Hendon.—Houses.—BC have approved proposals by 
W. Reed & Co., Ltd., bldrs., 218, Regents Park-rd., 
N3, for the erection of six houses in Barnet-way, 
corner of Courtland-ave., a 

Hendon.—F.ats.—The conversion into five flats of 
‘* Tudor House,’’ Parson-st., NW4, proposed by Berry 
Fstates Co., surveyors, 34, Watford-way, NW4, has 
been given BC’s approval. 

Kensington.—FLats.—An amended scheme has been 
prepared by John Grey & Ptnrs.. architects, 17, 
Buckingham-st., WC2, for the erection of three flats 
on the sites of Nos. 42 and 44. Tavistock-cres., at a 
revised est. cost of £8,427. TP Com. recommend its 
approval by RBC. 

Kingston-on-Thames. — SHOPS AND SURGERY. — 
MH&LG have approved a scheme submitted by TC for 
the erection of four shops and doctor’s surgery with 
living accommodation over at Kingsnympton Park 
estate. 

Lambeth.—Depot.—BC are recommended to 
approve a scheme for the construction of stage 1 of 
a new depot at Kennington-la., at an est. cost of 
£63.000. . 

Orpington.—Houses.—BC proposes the completion 
of more than 1,000 houses this year in the Tubbenden- 
la. area. 

Orpington.—PrimMARY ScHOoL.—Kent EC has made 
proposals for the erection of a primary school on a 
site in Darrick Wood in 1955-56 building programme. 

Westminster.—MeEMOoRIAL CLOISTER.—MoW _ has 
given approval to proposals for the construction of 
the Guards’ Memorial Cloister from Birdcage Walk to 
the eventual entrance of the rebuilt Guards’ Chapel, 
at a total cost of approximately £31,900. The scheme 
has been designed by H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, 
MA(Oxon), FRIBA, Kirkland House, 22, Whitehall, 
SWI. and will include a covered and arcaded entrance 
to the Chapel. The Guards’ Chapel is not likely to 
be rebuilt for a considerable number of years, but 
work is expected to commence very shortly upon the 
Cloisters. 
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Woolwich.—FLats AND Houses.—BE has submitted 
schemes for the development of a site between Nos. 
95a and 97, Marmadon-rd., Plumstead, by the erec- 
tion of two flats; and the sites of Nos. 33-53, 
Heavitree-rd., Plumstead, by 15 flats and two houses. 
Hsg. Com. has approved the schemes, and BE is to 
obtain estimates for the work to be carried out by 
direct labour. 

Woolwich.—Sites AcQUISITION.—MBC is recom- 
mended to acquire the following sites and properties 
for housing purposes: Nos. 5-21 (odd), Bostall-hill; 
properties in Gerda-rd., Mottingham-rd. and Woolwich 
Common; and Nos. 2 and 7, Greenlaw-pl. 

Woolwich.—F.iats.—Hsg. Com. recommends the 
acquisition at an est. cost of £45,459 of the Ravens- 
bourne Residential Club and Sports Ground in Eltham- 
rd., for housing purposes. It is four storeys high and 
comprises 12 flats, 50 bedrooms, caretaker’s flat, lec- 
ture room, lounge, dining-room, kitchens, etc., and 
Hsg. Com. reports that conversions could be made to 
provide 14 additional flats. The remainder of the site 
would probably eventually be developed by the erec- 
tion of blocks of flats. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aldridge.—UDC approved in principle erection of 
12 factory units Red House Industrial Estate. 

Atherstone.—RDC propose new housing estate of 
approx. 700 houses on north side of Atherstone. 

Barnard Castle—RDC seek loan sanction for 
£38,356 for erection of 10 houses at Cockfield and 20 
at Etherley. Council’s A, J. Lawton, 45, Galgate. 

Barnard Castle.—RDC to let contract for erection of 
six houses on Eden Crest housing estate, Gainford. 
A, J. Lawton, 45, Galgate, Barnard Castle. 

Barrow.—IC approved plans for reconstruction of 
public baths at Abbey-rd. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC approved plans by ICI 
for extension to cement plant office block. G. E. 
Charlewood, Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect 
for proposed church hall in Tintern-ave. 

Birkenhead.—Planning Com. approved in principle 
layout plans for erection at junction Upton-rd. and 
Boundary-rd. of 9 two-storey blocks of flats; 8 shops 
with living accommodation over and 58 houses in 
Saughall Massie-rd.; and 46 houses on south side of 
Greasby-rd. 

Blackpool.—Plans submitted to TC: Block of 6 
flats and 6 garages at Argyll-rd. for E. Griffin, Vine 
House, Gosforth-rd.; 6 houses, house and shop and 
lock-up garage and shop at Layton-rd. for Chadwick 
Bros. (Layton), Ltd., Layton Sawmills, Layton; 8 
houses at School-rd. for C. Yates, Whiteman & Co., 
New Market-st., Blackburn; 13 houses at Midgland- 
rd. for J. Fry; 17 houses and 10 garages at Words- 
worth-ave. for Simmons Bros., 75, Lancaster-rd. 

Bolton.—North-Western G2s Board propose erec- 
tion of new buildings at Gas Works, Moor-la. 

Bolton.—EC propose erection of double gymnasium 
at Great Lever cty. sec. sch., off Lever Edge-la.—BC 
approved plans, offices, canteen at Chorley New-rd., 
Markland Hill, for North-West Elec. Brd. 

Bradford.—TC to invite tenders from selected con- 
tractors for second phase of erection of traffic division 
headquarters.—Approved plans by City E for erection 
of 8-storey flats at Germyn-st.—To lease site at Thorpe 
Edge estate to Bradford Congregational Assocn. for 
erection of church. 

Braydon-on-Tyne.—Brown & Co. (Engineers), Tyne 
View Garage, Winlaton, propose service garage, petrol 
filling station and motor engineering shop in North- 
st., Winlaton. . 

Bredbury.—TP Com. propose building of further 21 
old people’s bungalows at School Brow, Romiley. 

Brighton.—Erection of garage and petrol filling 
station at corner Woodbourne-ave./Cuckmere-way pro- 
posed for Kingscliffe Garages, Ltd.—TC to acquire 
plot of land at rear of Royal Sussex County Hosp. of 
approximately 15.7 acres for housing purposes— 
Housing Com. to build 18 flats, 6 shops and 4 garages 
at St. George’s-rd., to cost £48,000 (est.).—TC to 
build 12 houses at Hollingdean and Craven Vale for 
police, to cost £22,362 (est.). 

Bromsgrove.—RDC propose extensions to council 
offices. Architect, H. T. W. Gough, Birmingham.— 
Approved plans for new estate at Kidderminster-rd. 
Clent, for Shipway & Ptnrs.—Alterations to Gay Hill 
Golf Club, Wythall. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved plans: Lavatory and 
covered way at Black Cross for Mitchells & Butlers, 
Ltd. 

Bury.—TC approved plans. extensicrs to canteen at 
Victoria-row for New Victoria Cctten Spinning and 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Carlisle. —EC seek sanction to include sch. building 
projects costing £221,175 during 1955-56. These will 
include Harraby sec. mod. girls’ sch., £99,000; Harraby 
inf. sch., £39.000; Morton jun. sch., £51,000; and 
special sch. for educationally subnormal children, 
£32,175.—City C negotiating price with John Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., for erection of 26 bungalows at 
Upperby. L. J. A. Stow, City E, 18, Fisher-st. 7 

Carlisle.—EC to include another primary school in 
Harraby area in building programme for 1954-55.— 
Shop extensions and new offices are proposed in Castle- 
st. and St. Mary’s Gate for A. Bullough & Co., Ltd., 
Drapers. Architects, Martindale and Jackson, Castle- 
st.—City C negotiating contract with John Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., for 20 bungalows at Belah.—It is 
proposed to erect Territorial Army centre in Durran- 
hill-rd. and six married officers’ quarters in Hillcrest- 
ave.—British Legion plan branch headquarters on land 
adjoining Etterby Lea-rd. , 

Castle Ward.—RDC received sanction to build 10 
bungalows for old people at est. cost £9,800. Plans 
by J. Dippie, Ponteland, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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Chadderton.—UDC propose approx. 300 houses on 
new site at Broadway. / 

Cheshire.—CC received approval in principle for 
erection of council offices at Castle-dr., Chester, 
£290,000 est.—Propose new fire stn. at Ellesmere Port, 
£22,870 est. 

Chester.—TC propose erection of new workshops, 
offices and social centre for Blind at Sealand Industrial 
estate. 

Chester.—Macowards, Ltd., Cardiff, to take over 
premises of Dansons, Ltd., and plan extensive altera- 
tions to buildings. 

Chesterfield.—TC considering erection of blocks of 
flats on sites near town centre.—Duncan, Gilmour & 
Co., Ltd., propose erection of new licensed premises 
at Hackenthorpe.—Stones Brewery propose new 
public-houses (King of Hearts and King of Diamonds) 
at Bolsover and rebuilding of Nag’s Head, £25,000 est. 

Chesterfield.—P.C. Council of SS. Augustines pro- 
pose erection of mission church on Boythorpe estate. 
Work to commence this year. Extensions proposed 
to church at Newbold (Vicar, Rev. R. W. T. Moore). 

Chesterfield.—RDC propose erection of 68 houses 

and Air Ministry propose further 51 at Gleadless site. 
Work to commence in April.—RDC propose eight 
aged persons bungalows at Ridgeway. 
_ Darlington.—Market and Fire Brigades have included 
in their estimated expenditure of £36,000, new bus stn., 
shops in market and new cold store at abattoir. BS, 
G. S. Short.—Darlington MH&LG received loan sanc- 
tion by Council of following sums: £91,324 for build- 
ing of 28 houses on Firth Moor site and 40 houses at 
Branksome site—TC (Mr. H. Hopkins) to apply for 
consent to borrowing of following sums: £15,837 for 
building of 12 houses on Firth Moor estate; £52,952 for 
building of 40 houses on Firth Moor estate; £92,445 
for building of 68 houses on Branksome estate. 

Derby.—BC propose erection of block of gas-heated 
banana ripening rooms at Fruit and Vegetable Market 
£18,000 est. ; 

Dewsbury.—BC approved erection of branch library 
adjoining Ravensthorpe Council Office building. 
Dunstable.—Plans approved for County Secondary 
Technical School at Dunstable at est. cost £93,000. 
Building expected to start early next year. 
Durham.—CC’s estimates include erection of two 
health centres, costing £36,000 each. One will be 
built at Newton Ayclitfe but the site for the other has 
not been decided. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham.—Dean and Chapter of Durham have launched 
appeal for £18,000 to cover cost of repairs to Prebends 
Bridge over Wear at Durham.—RDC received loan 
sanction for £178,124 for 32 houses at West Rainton, 
34 at Morley-cres., Kelloe, and 78 houses at Bowburn. 
Work to be done by direct labour. S, K. G. Millar, 
Byland Lodge, Durham. 

Easington.—CWS Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmor- 
land-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for shop 
Premises at Seaside-la. for Sherburn Hill Co-op. 
Society. 

Ely.—EC agreed to designate 10 acres land at The 
Avenue, March, for use as site for new gram. sch. 

Gillingham.—BC to build houses at Maidstone-rd., 
Rainham, and are negotiating with local builders for 
submission of plans for first scheme of 50 houses. 

Gosforth.—F, Gibson & Co., public works con- 
tractors, Haddricks Mill-rd., Gosforth, to extend their 
plant repair and fitting shop. 

Halifax.—RC authorities propose erection of sec. 
sch. in 1954/5 programme. 

Hartlepool.—TC to erect 33 flats in Clayton-st. 
J H. Wood, BE. ji 

Haslingden.—TC approved plans for alterations to 
Britannia Mill for CWS, Ltd. 

Hayfield (Derbys).—PC Council propose restoration 
of Parish Church. 

Hetton (Co. Durham).—UDC ‘to redevelop old part 
of town in Shaws-row and Richard-st., Hetton. 

Honiton.—A. Lamb is architect for the construction 
of 53 council houses, flats and bungalows on Jerrard 
estate, and at Langford-ave., and is to prepare plans 
for erection of six to eight houses on land at the Lang- 
ford-ave. extension. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—UDC seek Min. approval for 
erection of new town hall. 

Hyde.—BC approved plans: 10 houses at King 
Edward-rd. for E. Armitage, Stockport-rd., Gee Cross; 
20 houses at Kingston-gdns. for B. Armitage. 

Leeds.—TC to prepare plans for maternity and child 
welfare centre and school clinic at Seacroft estate. 

Lichfield.—RDC propose erection of 324 dwellines 
at Alrewas. Armitage, Brindley Heath, Mile Oak, 
Hammerwich, Shenstone, Little Aston, Wiggington and 
Blue Ball estate, Burntwood. 

Liverpool.—TC approved in principle scheme for 
rebuilding Brown Library, £270,000 est. 

Liverpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose alterations 
to Walton Hospital, £30,000 est. 

Maghull.—Alt Park Esates, Ltd., received licence 
for erection of cinema at Northway. Architects, R. A. 
Threadgold, of A. E. Shennan & Ptnrs., 17, North 
John-st., Liverpool. 

Manchester.—W. H. Sutton & Sons, Ltd., estate 
agents, Spring-gdns., Manchester, to convert former 
Constitutional Club, Cross-st.. into offices, £12,000 
est. 

Manchester.—TC propose erection of six-storey 
building on site at 77, Princess-st., and 88, Mosley-st. 

_Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved in prin- 
ciple following schemes:—Provision of resident medical 
officers’ accommodation, Blackpool Victoria Hospital, 
Blackpool; upgrading male chronic sick block, Eaves- 
la. Hospital, Chorley; conversion of pavilion 2, With- 
ington Hospital, Manchester, into outpatients’ depart- 
ment, £20,203; new cardiography room, Hope, Salford. 
_ Manchester.—Licensing approval given for rebuild- 
ing four blitzed premises in centre of city at cost 
£213,000. Included is £35,000 approval for rebuilding 
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blitzed Marshall and Snelgrove’s Fashion House in 
St. Ann’s-pl. The building of a five-storey block, in- 
cluding furnishings, fittings and decorating, would 
eventually cost £300,000. Approval also given for re- 
building scheme costing nearly £50,000 tor property 
company near Town Hall, a £13,000 scheme for re- 
building offices in Bridge-st. and rebuilding scheme 
for Manchester warehouse firm. 

Margate.—TC approved in principle preliminary 
designs for £35,000 crematorium, prepared by Chief 
Asst. A, S. Owen Smith. 

Middleton.—BC propose erection of permanent 
branch library on Langley Estate. 

Newbiggin (Northumberland).—Newbiggin District 
Industrial and Provident Soc., Front-st., Newbiggin, 
propose central bakery in Woodhorn-rd. 

Newcastle.—Reg. Hospital Brd., ** Dunira,”’ 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose chest clinic 
at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Gateshead, dental in- 
patients’ and outpatients’ depts. at Sunderland Gen. 
Hospital, and a dental clinic at the Havelock Hospital. 
P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, is Brd’s Chief A.—A 
contract will be let shortly for proposed factory addi- 
tions, Team Valley estate, for Smith’s Delivery 
Vehicles, Ltd. The architects are Arthur & Kirkup, 
13, Swinburne-st.—EC has approved sketch plans by 
BE, G. F. Winters, for proposed Leam-la. inf. sch., 
and the Hill Head sec. sch. (Stage 1). 

Newcastle.—W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
architects for warehouse in Pitt-st., for Henry Hirst, 
Ltd.—It is proposed to build new miners’ social club 
in North-rd., Bolden Colliery, at est. cost of about 
£20,000. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling- 
wood-st.—City C. to let contract for erection of civil 
defence control centre in Sackville-rd., Newcastle. 
Plans by P. Parr, City E. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—BC to invite tenders for 
first group of 30 houses at Knutton Farm site.— 
Approved plans, alterations and extensions to Castle 
Hotel, for Trust Houses, Ltd. Extensions to shop 
premises at High-st., for Pauldens, Ltd. Alterations 
and extensions to basement premises at Holditch, 
Chesterton, for the Staffs Egg Producers, Ltd. 

Northampton.—Northampton Theatre Guild to 
adapt former chapel at King-st. as Little Theatre. 

Northumberland.—CC to build six police houses, 
each with an office in county. Plans by Cty. A, C. C. 
Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—Sheffield Reg. Hosp. Board appointed 
Everlin & Darbyshire, 3, College-st., Nottingham, as 
architects for 2 day rooms, 2 treatment rooms and 
enclosure of covered way at Sherwood Hosp. 

Notts.—EC received following starting dates for sch. 
work in 1954/5 programme:—Extensions at Hopwell 
Hall special sch. (July, 1954); extensions to Newark 
tech. college and erection of Parkfields prim. sch., 
Nuthall (October, 1954); Peafield-la. sec. mod. sch., 
Mansfield Woodhouse (Novemiber, 1954); extensions to 
Worksop tech. col. (December, 1954); extensions at 
Eastwood cty. sec. sch. and erection of Bramcote 
Hills sec. gram. sch. (January, 1955). 

Oldham.—Oldham Henshaw and CoE Educ. Trust 
propose erection of jun. and inf. sch. at Holts estate. 

Portsmouth—MH&LG has upheld appeal _ of 
Auriol (Builders), Ltd., Cosham, against CC’s 
refusal to allow erection of 95 houses on Auriol estate, 
Bedhampton.—Prim. sch., est. cost £45,000, is pro- 
posed for erection at Horndean-rd., Emsworth. 

Prescot (Lancs).—Council informed by M of H and 
LG that approval will be given to scheme for erection 
of 100 houses this year provided 86 non-traditional 
type of dwelling is included. ; 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—UDC submitted to Cty. Planning 
Officer, plans for erection of 105 houses at, West 
Wylam. Council’s A, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. ; 

Redditch.—Worcs EC propose extensions to Cty. 
high sch., £140,000 est. 

Rochdale.—Holy Family Dev. Society 
erection of RC Church at Kirkholt Estate. 
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Runcorn.—UDC approved plans, brine treatment 
and amenity building at Weston, for ICI, Ltd.: exten. 
sions to two chemical process buildings at Evaus Fine 
Chemical Works, Gas-st.; extensions to form Sunday. 
sch. classroom at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Vic. 
toria-rd., for Trustees. 

St. Helens.—Housing Com. received consent from 
MH&LG to loan £24,900 for roads on Parr H 
and £204,776 for erection of 152 houses on sz 

Salford.—Plans for buildings, estimated cost 
£1,250,000, approved by City C, including ne 
tories and factory extensions in Ordsall-la., Green 
Cambridge-st., Bolton-st., Bury New-rd., Albio 
Frederick-rd., Broughton-la., Bowker-st., Picton-st., 
Ramsgate-st. and Liverpool-st. 

Scarborough.—North Riding EC propose first instal- 
ment £120,000 est. of new technical college this year. 

Seaham.—Ministry approved UDC’s estimates at 
£27,119 for erection of 30 bungalows on Parkside 
estate.—Durham CC proposes police houses on Park. 
side estate-—UDC Surveyor, A. M. Smith, to report 
on houses to be cleared under slum clearance. 

Skirton (near Lancaster).—PC Council of St. Lukes 
propose erection of church. Architects, Leach, 
Rhodes & Walker, 90, Deansgate, Manchester 

Southport.—TC received approval for layout and 
type plans for proposed new Radnor-dr. estate. 

South Shields.—Welfare Com. to place contract for 
conversion of Whiteleas Hospital into an aged persons’ 
home. Est. cost, £16,000. A, BS, J. Reid. 

Stafford.—Wolverhampton & Dudley Brewery Co., 
Ltd., propose extensions and adaptations to ‘‘ The 
Garth,’’ Moss Pit. 

Stockport.—TC propose third block of 6 shops and 
branch library on Brinnington Estate. Architects, W. 
Dobson, Chapman & Ptnrs., Jordangate, Macclesfield. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—RDC invited following archi- 
tects to prepare plans in competition for erection of 
70 houses and flats at Blackford Pastures estate, Hen- 
ley-in-Arden:—H. M. Barker, 74, Ryland-rd., Edg- 
baston, Birmingham; S. N. Cooke & Partners, 34, 
Harborne-rd., Birmingham, and E. H. Earp & Badger, 
Scholars-la., Stratford. 

Sunderland.—Second civil defence control centre 
proposed at cost £10,750. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd.—TC’s Cleansing Com. in- 
cluding in its estimates £11,250 for second and third 
stages of plan for reconstructing Railway-row depot.—. 
Corp. Highways Com. approved plans by Boro’ A, 
H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunder- 
land, for proposed £50,000 health centre at Springwell. 
Work on scheme’ scheduled to begin this year. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—BE prepared layout plan for 16 
houses on land adjoining Village Park.—North Riding 
CC seek site in Thornaby for old people’s hostel.— 
F. W. Russell & Son, Ltd., propose office extensions, 
stores and greasing bay at Harewood Garage.—R. 
Cowan, 20, Finkle-st., Stockton, architect for pro- 
posed Congregational Church in Mandale-rd.—Coultas 
& Shaw, builders, Stephenson-st., Thornaby, to erect 
six houses in Clarendon-rd. 

Tynemouth.—G. Charlewood, 14, Neville-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for proposed CoE and 
parish hall at corner of Lynn-rd. and Whitehouse-la., 
North Shields, for St. Peter’s Church.—Revised plans 
by Robert Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., Jesmond, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for RC Church in Wallsend, for Rev. 
Taggart, have been approved.—A. & E. Brannen, 
builders, Trevor-ter., North Shields, to erect shops in 
Hartington-rd., North Shields.—H. P. Woodail & Co., 
builders, Cullercoats, propose six houses in Deepdale- 
rd. to plans by Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne-st., North 
Shields.—M. J. Liddell & Sons, builders, 36, Great 
North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect houses on two- 
acres site on Monkhouse estate, Marden South.—W. B. 
Reid & Co., brewers, The Leazes, Upper Claremont, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose three-storey extension at 
No. 42, Front-st., Tynemouth. 

Upholland.—UDC approved plans for Church. and 
Presbytery at College-rd., for Fr. Turner. Architect, 
F. X. Velarde, Liverpool. 

Wallsend.—TC propose to build multi-storey dwell- 
ings at Willington Quay and to consult contractors. 
Plans by BS, G. Teasdale. 

Weaverham (Cheshire).—PC propose 
village hall. 

Whitley Bay.—UDC to carry out £27,000 sea defence 
scheme at Brown’s Bay, involving completion of exist- 
ing sea-wall. E. Roberts is UDC S.—Stella Building 
Products, Tudor-ave., North Shields, have applied for 
factory site on Foxhunters Light Industrial estate. 

Whittington.—Chesterfield EC propose new sec. sch. 
in 1955 programme (No. 1 priority). . 

Wigan.—RC authorities propose erection of new jun. 
and inf. sch., near Thorburn-rd. and north of Norley 
Hall-dr. Architects, Weightman & Bullen, Rodney- 
st., Liverpool. 

Willington Quay-on-Tyne.—Tyne Timber & Veneers 
Co., Ltd., propose to extend their factory in Stephen- 
son-st. 

Wingerworth.—John Adlington, Ltd., Clay Cross, 
— propose erection of 1,000 houses near Lydgate 

arm. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Aberdeenshire.—Erection of the Cummings Park 
jun. sec. sch. J. A. O. Allan, Ross & Allan (F), 
architects, 10, Bon-Accord-sq., Aberdeen. Building, 
brick, drainage and allied works: *James Leitch, Ltd., 
Causewayend, £67,877. Struct. steel and allied works: 
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*George Birrel & Son, Ltd., Mearns-st., £14,877. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*J, T. L. Parkinson, Ltd., 457, Union-st., £13,554. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *James Blake, 
Ltd., Albyn-ter., £16,712. Glazing and allied works, 
also painting and decorating works: *Hall & Noble, 
Ltd., South Crown-st., £5,838. Reinforced, pre- 
stressed concrete and solid concrete floors and floor 
screeds and allied works: *W. J. Anderson, Ltd., Bel- 
hard Works, £29,763. Asphalt and allied works: *The 
Neuchatel Asphalting Co., Ltd., 37, George-st., Edin- 
burgh, £7,582. Roughcasting and allied works: 
*George Currie & Co., Ltd., Gilchomston Park 
£5,067. Ironmongery and furnishings and_ allied 
works: *Parker, Winder & Achurch, Ltd., Broad-st., 
Birmingham, £1,770. Steel windows, casements, lan- 
tern lights and allied works: *Henry Hope & Sons, 
Ltd., Smethwick, Birmingham, £17,980. Terrazzo and 
allied works: *Oswald Toffolo, Jackson & Co., Ltd., 
182, West Regent-st., Glasgow, £1,378. Composite 
flooring and allied works: *Leatherfloor, Ltd., Inchmill, 
£8,875. Wall racks, ladders and allied works: *John 
West, Markland-rd. East, £987. Plaster, lathing, con- 
crete, tiling and allied works: *Peter Cameron, Ltd., 
George-st., £5,067. Cloakrooms, furnishings and 
allied works: *Parker, Winder & Achurch, Ltd., Broad- 
st., Birmingham, £1,310. Various furnishings: *Roberts 
(Aberdeen), Ltd., Union-st., £2,340. Tarpave and 
allied works: *William Tawse, Ltd., Angusfield, 
Rubieslaw, £4,150. Layout and allied works: *Coun- 
cil’s Direct Labour Dept., £4,150. Furniture: *The 
Education Supply Association, Ltd., Glasgow, £6,336. 
Fittings and furnishings: *Clark & Donaldson, Ltd., 
£22,455, and *S. Lang & Co., Ltd., Oswald-st., Glas- 
gow, £2,795. Electrical fittings, installation and allied 
works: *William T. Gibb, Ltd., Market-st., £13,917. 
Heating engineering installation and allied works, also 
primary installation: *G. Haden & Co., Ltd., 
£15,232. (Others of Aberdeen.) 

Birmingham.—Following schs. for EC:—Hodge Hill 
girls’ gram: *John Dallow & Sons, Ltd., John-st., 
Blackheath, £176,707. Archbishop Williams RC mod. 
special agreement: *Frank Davis, Ltd., College-rd., 
Birmingham, £133,975. Aldridge-rd. sec: *Higgs & 
Hill, Ltd., London, £65,841. Stage II of Sheldon 
Heath sec: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., 
Birmingham 10, £156,518. Elms Park prim. jun.: *C. 
Bryant & Son, Ltd. Stage II of extensions and altera- 
tions at Hatfield-cres. gram. for girls: *James Miller & 
Partners, Ltd., £16,799. West Heath prim. jun. sch.: 
*A Pearce & Sons (Building Contractors), Ltd., Vic- 
toria-st., £14,870. Erection of a new fire stn. at Gar- 
ratts Green-la., Sheldon, for TC: *W. J. Simms, Son 
& Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. 

Blyth.—Erection of 128 houses, for TC: *Direct 
Labour, £157,523. 

Bradford-Melksham (Wilts).—Eight houses at Whit- 
“ley and eight houses at Semington, for RDC: *Selleck, 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., Bristol 1, £10,268 and £10,414. 

Bromsgrove.—Erection of a new prim. sch. at the 
Charford estate, for Worcs EC: *J. Harper & Sons 
(Blackheath), Ltd., Blackheath, £51,442. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—14 houses, Hamsey 
Green estate, Warlingham, for UDC. L. V. Gordon, 
MBE, BSc, ACGI, AMInstCE:— 


Snelling & Rayment, Streatham, SW16 .. £31,045 
Wisby (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon, Surrey 26,929 
B. Clifford, Ltd., Tooting, SW17 26,500 


Eagle Construction Co., Ltd., Sanderstead, 


Surrey .. ae + ‘ ‘. .. 24,736 
Woodcock, Marshall & Co., Ltd., London, 

wil a i ae ss .. 23,968 
R. J. Clarke & Co. (Bldrs.), Ltd., Whyteleafe, 

Surrey ; ka : ne .. 22,646 
H. F. Domail, Feltham, Middlesex .. 22,305 
*W. J. Frewing, Ltd., Purley, Surrey .. 20.969 


Chester.—-Erection of Highfield jun. sch., for EC: 
*John Hughes (Contractors), Ltd., 12a, Holt-st., 
Wrexham, £53,395. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans prepared for 52 houses to 
be erected at the Ferryburn site, Alloa. Peter 
Cameron, Council A, Master of. Works Offices, Alloa: 
*Weir Housing Corp., Ltd., Coatbridge, Lanarkshire, 
£66,000. - 

Consett.—Erection of 28 houses at Moorside, for 
UDC: *J. H. Fisher & Co., Kenton-la., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £39,420. 

Cumberland.—Erection of fire stn., drill tower and 
10 firemen’s houses at Hensingham, for CC. Cty. A, 
J. H. Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle: *Thomas 
Armstrong, Ltd., South-st., Cockermouth, £26,070. 

Darlington.—Erection of 48 houses on the Firth 
Moor estate, for TC. Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, 
Central-bldes.: *Direct Labour, £63,244. 

erby.—32 old people’s bungalows on Mackworth 
estate: *Morleys (Builders), Ltd., Derby, £29,310. 

Durham.—Erection of a public-house at Framwell- 
gate Moor, for Calder & Co. Architect, G. E. 
Charlewood, 14, Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. E. 
Coleman, Ltd., Church-st., Durham. 

Durham.—Alterations and extensions to the social 
club at South Moor, Durham. Architects, W. Dixon & 
Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. 
Smart, 251. Park-rd., South Moor. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for reinforced concrete 
fermenting vessels to be constructed at Holyrood-rd. 
site, for William Younger & Co., Ltd., Abbey & Holy- 
rood Breweries, Cannongate. Blyth & Blyth, archi- 
tects and engineers, 135, George-st., Edinburgh: *Holst 
& Co., Ltd., York-pl., Edinburgh. 

Farnworth.—New offices and showrooms at the 
Jubilee Garage: *Drapers. Ltd., Bolton. 

Gateshead.—Clark, Chapman & Co., Ltd., engi- 
neers, Gateshead, are to extend their Admiralty Shop: 
Brims & Co., City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for houses 
to be erected at Drumchapel. Archibald G. Jury (F), 
ousing A, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow. 215 houses: 
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*Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Castle-st., Dumbarton, 
£339,117; 170 houses: *Athol Houses, Ltd., Runfillan- 
dr., Glasgow, £281,172. 

Haltwhistle.—Erection of 12 houses at Gilsland, for 
RDC. S. P. H. Campbell, Council Offices: *Barwick 
Bros., Alpha Mount, Gilsland, £18,706. 

Iikeston.—Erection of 50 houses (Scheme 27), for 
BC: *Rice & Beck, Ltd., High-rd., Toton, Beeston, 
Notts, £60,464. 

Liverpool.—Work for Corporation.—Erection of 
3,511 dwellings and 444 garages on the Kirkby estate: 
*Unit Construction Co., Ltd., £4,822,510. Erection of 
22 dwellings at Elm-gr.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
£34,495. 

Liverpvol.—Erection of a ten-storey block contain- 
ing 80 maisonettes at Boyd-st., for Corporation: 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £172,586. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended March 6:— 

Building work: W. & J. R. Watson, Ltd., 81, Great 
King-st., Edinburgh; Staverton Builders, Ltd., Totnes, 
Devon; Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., 
London, W16. Maintenance of storage tanks: Barvis 
Partners, Ltd., 45, Queens-rd., Brentwood, Essex; Rigg 
& Remington, Ltd., Booth-rd., Colindale, London, 
NW9; Simmons & Hawker, Ltd., South Down Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, SW18. 

Ventilation services: Benham & Sons, Ltd., 66, 
Wigmore-st., London, WI. General maintenance 
work: F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 11-12, St. John-st., 
Devizes, Wilts. Dismantling and re-erection of steel 
tower: Wm. Harbrow, Ltd., 214, Rotherhithe New- 
rd., London, SE16. Civil engineering: West Midland 
Erection Co., Ltd., Willenhall, Staffs. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways:— 

Supply and delivery of seven Rapier 7 Standard non- 
slewing diesel/electric mobile cranes for Commercial 
Department, Eastern Region, *Ransomes & Rapier, 
Ltd., Waterside Works, Ipswich. Supply and delivery 
of one model $1210 ‘* Aeneas ’’ Coles _full-circle- 
slewing diesel/electric mobile crane for Commercial 
Department, Eastern Region, *Steels Engineering Pro- 
ducts, Ltd., Crown Works, Sunderland. Maintenance 
of permanent way in Peterborough district, *Tersons, 
Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, Finchley, London, N3. Con- 
struction of a r.c. culvert under Underline Bridge 
No. 162 between Abbots Ripton and Holme to 
accommodate Monks Lode, *W. & C. French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police. External repairs and redecora- 
tions at Wapping Police Station: *John Appleby & 
Sons, Ltd., £640. 


London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended February 20:— 
Buckinghamshire: Latimer Houses estate, Bucks, 


Tarmacadam surfacing and sundry repairs to the 
roads, W. J. Glossop, Ltd., Broadway-chbrs., 
Hammersmith, W6. Cumberland: Ministry of 
Supply Factory, Drigg, West Cumberland, Removal 
of internal partition walls, John Leck & Son, Priory- 
rd., Ulverston, Lancs. Glamorganshire: Branch 
Post Office, Churchill-way, Cardiff, Alterations and 
extensions, Miles Bros., Ltd., John-st., Cardiff. 
Hampshire: Proposed Post Office Television Relay 
Station, Alton, Hants, Site work, mast bases and erect 
three huts, D. J. Kemp & Sons (Alton), Ltd., 87. 
High-st., Alton, Hants. 
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Leicestershire: Polish Housing Estate, Husbands 
Bosworth, Leicester, Alterations to living accommo- 
dation, Site No. 3 and WAAF Comm, A. Trees, Ltd., 
216, Jarrom-st., Leicester. Lincolnshire: Grime-st., 
Grimsby, Lincs, Extension to telephone exchange, 
Wilkinson & Houghton, Ltd., Sidney-st., Cleethorpes, 
Lincs. Staffordshire: Inland Revenue Office, * 
Wolverhampton-rd., Stafford, Adaptations and altera- 
tions, Green & Bird, Ltd., West Hill, Hednesford, 
Staffs. Sussex: Newhaven Coastguard Station, Re- 
planning cottages, C. & C. J. Pannett, Eastgate Wharf, 
Lewes. 

{London (MOW).—Contracts MOW 
during week ended February 27:— 

London: Government Offices, Whitehall, Southern- 
bldgs., decorations and attention on engineers, Higgs 
& Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., 
SW8; QMG House, 10, Whitehall-pl., London, SWI, 
internal decorations, The South London Decorators, 
Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., London, SW16; Victoria 
& Albert Museum, London, SW7, internal decorations, 
see & Co., Ltd., 131, Great Suffolk-st., London, 


Lanarkshire: Cranhill EDO3, at Gartcraig-rd., 
Glasgow, erection of the post office building, John 
Train & Co., Ltd., 30, George-sq., Glasgow, C2. 
Somersetshire: Wellington, Somerset, erection of new 
telephone exchange, K. W. Pollard & Sons, Mon- 
mouth-st., Bridgwater, Somerset. Stirlingshire : 
TOB, Kerse-rd., Stirling, patch, repair and complete 
membrane covering to roofs, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., 37, George-st., Edinburgh, 2. Surrey: Hall 
Farm Veterinary Research Laboratory, Weybridge, 
Surrey, erection of one detached house, outbuilding 
and external works, Scole & Son, Ltd., Dunstable 
Works, Dunstable-rd., Richmond, Surrey. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended February 27:— 

Ayrshire: Repairs to concrete floors and roads, 
James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Rutherglen. Leicester- 
shire: Hutting repairs, H. Hammond & Sons, Ltd., 
Loughborough. Yorkshire: Building work, H. Firth 
& Son, Ltd., Huddersfield; Road repairs, D. Wood & 
Co., Leeds. Surrey: Painting and decorating, Arnold 
Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash, mr. Aldershot. Hampshire: 
Painting and decorating, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., 
Harlesden, NW10 Devonshire: Miscellaneous, 
Devon Contractors, Ltd., Exeter. 

Hampshire: Central heating extensions, G. 4 
Haden & Sons, Ltd., Bournemouth. Cornwall: 
Miscellaneous, Devon & Cornwall Estates, Ltd., 
Truro. Hampshire: Painting, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 
Ash. Sussex: Road repairs, British Bitumen Emul- 
sions, Ltd., Slough. Kent: Building work, H. Good- 
sell, Chatham. Inverness-shire and Morayshire: 
Painting, M. G. Baxter, Ltd., Kilsyth. Pembroke- 
shire: Painting and decorating, N. S. Long, Ltd., 
Poulton-le-Fylde. Cheshire: Building work, W. H. 
Roberts (Builder & Contractor), Ltd., Birkenhead. 

Manchester.—Houses for TC:—210 and cottage flats 
at Langley estate: *C. Chapman & Sons, Ltd., 
Altrincham. 

Following for EC:—Erection of nursery accommo- 
dation at Newall Green prim. sch.: *Bristol Aeroplane 
Co. (Weston), Ltd. Erection of St. John Bosco RC 
prim. sch., Blackley: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd.. Little 
Hulton, nr. Bolton. Erection of Wythenshawe West 
sec. tech. sch.: *F. J. Gibson (Builder), Ltd., Wilms- 
low. Nursery accommodation at Greenbrow inf. sch.: 
*Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Manchester. 
Additional accommodation at Burnage gram. sch. for 
boys: *Flynn Bros., Manchester. Erection of Pounds- 
wick cty. gram. sch.: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd.. Little 
Hulton. Adaptation of ‘‘ Alanor,’’ Hale Barns, as a 
home for the aged: *L. Brown & Sons, Ltd., 
Wilmslow. 

Mansfield.—50 houses at Ladybrook estate, for BC: 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £59,341. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions and improvements 
to the Old Benwell Social Club, to cost £3,300. Archi- 
tects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle- 
pont aa *H. Shevill & Son, 43, Hawthorn-st., New- 
castle. 

Oswestry.—76 houses, Middleton-rd., for BC. J. E. 
Taylor, BE: *Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Elles- 
mere Port, £94,669. - 

Prudhoe (Northumberland).—Erection of nine houses 
at Mickley, for UDC: *E. Jeffcock, Ltd., New Bridge- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—Extensions to the United Ser- 
vices Club, Prudhoe-on-Tyne, to cost over £10,000. 
Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Wanless Bros., Prudhoe. 


Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 

tracts placed between January 21 and February 17:— 
House Erection. 

Drumachlie, Brechin (54 Traditional Space Saving), 
Laird Bros., 95, North-st., Forfar, Brick, etc.; Fettes 
& Stephen, 2, Castle-pl., Montrose, Joiner; James 
Findlay, 6, Hume-st., Montrose, Plumber; A. Clark 
(Slaters), Ltd., 78, Strathmartine-rd., Dundee, Tiler 
and roughcast; Housebuilders (Montrose), Ltd., Mont- 
rose, Plaster; Jas. Thow, Ltd., 14, Nethergate, Dun- 
dee, Glazier; J. A. Hutchen & Son, 11, Market-st., 
Brechin, Paint. 

Oakley, Fife (66 Traditional), John Reid & Sons, 
Crossgates, Fife, All trades. Cemetery-rd., Buckhaven 
(20 Dunedin), Northern Sports Ground Construction 
Co., Edinburgh, Handrails to steps. Drumachlie, 
Brechin (54 Traditional Space Saving), Boyne, Smith & 
Wylie, Ltd., Edinburgh, Electrical. Wester Langlee, 
Galashiels (70 Thomson/SSHA), Scottish Speedwell 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow, Asphalt flooring. Widows Land, 
Burntisland (74 Dunedin Space Saving), Alliance Con- 
struction (Scotland), Ltd., 7, Ward-rd., Dundee, All 
trades. Sweetbank, Markinch (30 Dunedin Space Sav- 
ing), Alliance Construction (Scotland), Ltd., 7, Ward- 


placed by 
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rd., Dundee, All trades; SE Scotland Elec. Brd., Dun- 
fermline, Electricity services. Cemetery-rd. Buck- 
haven (130 Dunedin), and Vogrie-rd., Gorebridge (122 
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Dunedin), Northern Sports Ground Construction Co., 
Edinburgh, Tubular steel handrails. Dolphin-rd., 
Currie (88 Dunedin), Crudens, Ltd., Olive Bank, 
Musselburgh, All trades. 

Bellsmyre, Dumbarton (234 Wimpey), Wm. Pren- 
tice & Sons, Larkhall, Erection of balustrades barrier 
rails. Delphwood, Tullibody (six Traditional), Byard 
& Co., Haymarket-ter., Edinburgh, Plumber. Laigh- 
stonehall, Hamilton (two Miler), Scottish Gas Brd., 
Lanarkshire Area, Gas connections. Currie, Mid- 
lothian (88 Dunedin), Scottish Gas Brd., Edinburgh, 
Gas connections. Mains of Fintry, Dundee (120 
Atholl Steel, 54 Orlit), Barnet & Morton, High-st., 
Kirkcaldy, Fencing, rear and_ divisional. Cairn 
Edward, New Galloway (19 Traditional), R. D. 
McCaith, 216, King-st., Castle Douglas, Installing 
electric cooker circuit. Various sites, Inverness-shire 
(46 Traditional), Wm. Briggs & Sons, Aberdeen, Roof 
repairs. Toryglen, Glasgow (72 No-Fines), Val de 
Travers Asphalte Co., Glasgow, Asphalt to balconies. 

Oakley, Fife (66 Traditional), Scottish Gas Brd., 
Dunfermline, Gas services. Lechuary, Argyllshire (one 
Timber), Bridgend, Argyllshire (one Timber), and Ere- 
dine, Argyllshire (one Timber), Alex. Hall & Son, 
Aberdeen, All trades. Fairyburn, Alloa (100 Dunedin), 

lexander & Son, Belford-rd., Edinburgh, Guard rails. 
Laighstonehall, Hamilton (two Miller), SW Scotland 
Electricity Brd., Hamilton, Electricity services. New- 
dyke, Kirkintilloch (78 No-Fines), Scottish Gas Brd., 
Kirkintilloch, Gas services. Telford-rd., Edinburgh 
(308 Miller), SE Scotland Electricity Brd., Edinburgh, 
Electric and sub-services. Aberfoyle, Perthshire Gi 
Traditional), Alexander & Sons, Edinburgh, Guard- 
rails and handrails; A. M. Tweedie & Co., Bilbao-st., 
Glasgow, Stockproof fencing. Greenlea, Annan (100 
Traditional), A. M. Tweedie & Co., Bilbao-st., Glas- 
gow, boundary fencing. Wester Langlea, Galashiels 
(70 Thomson), N. Thomson, Croft-st., Dalkeith, Af 
trades. 

Work Undertaken by Direct Labour Organisation. 
House Erection. 

Newdykes, Kirkintilloch (54 No-Fines), All trades. 

South Shields.—Additions to Horsley Hill cty. jun. 
sch., for EC. Architect, J. Wilks, 29, King-st., South 
Shields. Quantity S, J. S. Glover, 13, Winchester- a“. 
South Shields: *G. Thornton & Co., Porchester-st., 
South Shields, £11,572. 

South Shields.—Alterations and additions to White- 
leas Hospital, for TC. Architect, M. A. MacKenzie, 
Martins Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st., South Shields: *Rob- 
son Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., Dean-rd., South Shields, 
£16,000. 
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Staffs.—Erection of second instalment of Waisall & 
Staffordshire tech. coJ., for EC:—*J. & F. Wootton 
Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich, £120,495. . 

Stockport. i f : . sch. at Nan- 
greave-rd., Heaviley, for EC: *Vessey, Ltd., Marple, 


£124,000. 
Swadlincote.—56 houses, Hartshorne estate. E&S§ 
Bank House, Midland-rd., for UDC. J. W. May. 
MIMunE, E&sS, Quantities by Gleeds, Derby: *Rice 
and Beck, Ltd., Nottingham-rd., Attenborough, Notts, 
£69,213. (Accepted subject to MH&LG approval.) 
Tooting. —Alterations and extensions to factory for 
the Anglo-American Laundry, Burmenster-rd.  Archi- 
tects, Dodge and Reid, 72, High-st., Brentford, 
Middlesex. *Bailey’s (Builders and Contractors), Ltd., 
12, George-rd., New Malden, Surrey. 
Tynemouth,—Erection of motor showrooms, offices, 
waiting-room and toilets, Waterville-rd., for G C. 





Monk & Co., transport contractors, 3 -rd., 
North Shields: *J. M. Dawson, Ltd., Ilfracombe-gdns., 
Whitley Bay. 


Tynemouth.—Erection of eight shops and maison- 
ettes on the Marden estate, for TC. BE, D. M. 
O’herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields: 
*Gilbert Park & Son, Tynemouth-rd., North Shields, 
£34,583. 

Wellingborough.—Erection of second phase of John 
Lea sec. mod. sch., for EC: *Chowns, Ltd., 63, Edin- 
burgh-rd., Northampton, £87,028. 


Wilton.—29 flats for BC. Potter & Hare, architects, 
De Vaux House, De Vaux-pl., Salisbury. Quantities 
by Dadson and Butler, 42, Catherine-st., Salisbury, 
Wort & Way, Salisbury oe e £69,821 
Howard Farrow, Ltd., London 69,187 


J. Whatley & Son, Wilton 


a ». 69,180 
J. J. Udall’s Building Co., Ltd., Southampton 


67,449 
R. Costain, Ltd., London a .. 65,104 
A. J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., Andover 60,074 
J. T. Parsons & Sons, Ltd., Salisbury 55,780 
*R. Moulding & Sons, South Newton .. 54,231 


(Subject to MOH&LG approval. a 
Woking.—For 34 —- on the Barnsbury Farm 


estate, for TC. Mr. P. Tame, AMICE, AMTPI, 
oe ly *R. Holford & a. Walnut Tree-cl., Guildford, 
£45, 


Worcs.—Following for CC:—Two additional class- 
rooms at Pershore CP sch.: *T. A. Simpkins, Ltd., 
66, High-st., Pershore. Two additional classrooms at 
Headless Cross CoE sch., Redditch: *J. Taylor & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., 36, Cemetery-rd., Lye, £4,914. Phase 
2 of alterations at Kidderminster fire stn.: *J. Herbert 
Smith (Kidderminster), Ltd., Station Hill, Kidder- 
minster, £20,882. Erection of three pairs of houses at 
‘* The Mere,’’ Stourbridge, and extensions and im- 
provements to ‘‘ The Mere ’’; *F. Tildesley & Sons, 
Ltd., Olive-la., Blackheath, £12,160 and £9,277. 

York. —Erection of four shops and 11 garages on 
Chapel Fields estate, for City C: *Sorrell (York), Ltd., 
York, £13,519. 
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